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S. (EthcltDoU). 



A.D, 984. 

lUg^THELWOLD was bom at Winchester 
K WsSij, ^lu^ng the reigii of Edward the 
^^^^ Elder, his father being of noble 
birth, and dwelling in that city. 

From a very early age this boy seemed to 
care only for learning, and thus attracted the 
attention of the clever men who were high in 
favour with King Athelstan. 

It appears that S. Ethelwold and S. Dnnstan 
were ordained to the priesthood together ; and 
when Dnnfltan was made Abbot of Glaston- 
bury, Ethelwold took the habit of a monk 
there. But he did not long remain at Glaaton- 

»V. 1 



2 Stories of the Saints. 

bmy, being most desirous of going to France; 
so he applied to King Edred for permission to 
travel ; however this was not granted, and he 
received instead the gift of the Abbey of Ab- 
ingdon, in Berkshire, to which he was accom- 
panied by five other monks of Glastonbury. 

They began to erect a new monastery there, 
as the Abbey had fallen into a ruinous state, 
and the King enriched it with a gift of land. 

A story is preserved to us of one of the 
monks at Abingdon, a man of great simpKcity, 
but very cheerful, and contented of heart. 
It was well that such was his character; 
for being wholly unassisted in the kitchen, he 
had hard work to manage all his duties; 
nevertheless, as he swept the kitchen and 
scoured the pots and pans, he sang the praises 
of God. 

One day Ethelwold came into the trim, or- 
derly kitchen, and found a great cauldron on 
the fire, in which bread and meat were stew- 
ing for the workmen engaged in the new 
buildiDgs. " My brother/' said he to iElfstan, 



8. Ethdwold. 3 

'' thrust thy hand into the cauldron and fish 
me up a crust from the bottom, that I may 
see if the Lord approveth thee as I do" 

-zElfstan immediately obeyed, and when he 
brought up the required crust, his arm was 
quite uninjured; so the Abbot rejoiced, but 
bade him tell no one. In after times ^Ifstan, 
once the cook, ruled Abingdon as Abbot, and 
subsequently was made Bishop of Winchester, 
in the year 1015. S. Ethelwold helped much 
with his own hands in work going on; and 
several times met with accidents which must 
have killed him but for the interposition of God. 

About three years after the monastery was 
completed, Ethelwold was made Bishop of 
Winchester, being consecrated by S. Dunstan, 
at that time Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Ethelwold found great laxity among the 
canons, and joined S. Dunstan in the general 
reform he was striving to efEect, displacing 
those priests whose lives were not in accord- 
ance with the dignity of their office, and 
bringing his grave austere monks from: Abing- 

1—2 
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don to fill their stalls. Tliis proceeding made 
the old monks very angry, and it is said that 
some of them attempted unsuccessfully to 
poison him. This work of reform was the 
great business of S. Ethel wold^s life; and he 
had the satisfaction of estabHshing monks in 
most parts of England. For some years he 
was engaged in superintending the rebuilding 
of Winchester Cathedral, during which time 
he had the remains of S. S within transferred 
to a new tomb within the church. Like 
Dunstan, S. Ethelwold was a most skilful 
worker in brass and metals, and made some 
' bells for the Abbey of Abingdon with his own 
hands. He suffered much pain and ill-health ; 
but would not permit himself even the indul- 
gence of meat, excepting when expressly com- 
manded to do so by S. Dunstan. 

The chief ' literary work of Ethelwold was 
the translation of S. Benedict's rule into 
Anglo-Saxon, in reward for which the manor 
of Southboume was given him by King Edgar. 

Ethelwold died upon the 1st August, 984, 
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and was buried in the Cathedral of Win- 
chester. He was greatly beloved by reason of 
his charity to those who were in any distress. 
In one time of famine he had all the church 
vessels broken up, so that the gold and silver 
might be converted into money ; for, said he, 
'^ Precious metals are better employed in feed- 
ing the poor than in ministering to the pride 
of ecclesiastics/' 




a ffibitk. 



I^gg EDITH, commonly called of Wilton, 
B^S| to diBtingnish her from 8. Edith, o£ 
■ Poleaworth, was the daughter of 
Edgar, King of Mercia, who afterwards 
reigned over all the English from the year 
959 to the year 975. 

The mother of Edith had been trained in the 
Abbey of Wilton, and there the little girl also 
was brought np, so that she knew nothing of 
the world and its many temptations, and with 
innocent heart received the veil while still very 
young. 

In those early times the black or brown 
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conventtial dress was not so general as now; 
and like some other nnns Edith wore bright 
gay clothing, for which the Bishop Ethelwold 
reproved her, deeming it a sign of too great 
conformity to worldly custom. '' My reverend 
fetther,'^ said she, ''the nJhd may be as modest 
and God-fearing nnder fine clothes as nnder a 
habit of dark serge. The God I love, looks 
at the heart, and not at the dress.^' 

It was a common thing then for kings to 
place whom they chose, in authority over 
convents and monasteries; thus EditVs royal 
father thought fit, when she was fifteen years 
old, to make her Abbess, and gave to her 
control of the religious houses at Winchester 
and Barking; but the young nun grieved so 
much at the thought of parting with her 
mother who had been made Abbess at Wilton, 
that she remained in her convent home some 
time longer. 

The life of Edith was one of continual 
prayer, and she received many favours from 
Heaven. She caused a church to be erected 
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at Wilton, dedicated to S. Dionysius, and at 
its consecration the great S. Dunstan was 
present. He observed the singular devotion 
of S. Edith; and once, when she was making 
the sign of the Cross, he touched the thumb 
of her right hand, and said : " This thumb 
shall never decay/^ The prophecy was ful- 
filled ; for many years after, when the body of 
the Saint had been laid in a grave in that 
church, and was disinterred for translation to 
another shrine, the right hand thumb was 
found perfectly incori^ipt. 

Peacefully and uneventfully S. Edith passed 
her days in the quiet cloister; but her life 
was brief, for in the twenty-third year of her 
age God took her to Himself. 

Just as she was expiring, one of the nuns 
went to the door of the church, where she 
heard the sweetest singing, and looking in, 
saw that it was full of angels standing in ranks, 
one of which said to her : '^ Go back, we are 
awaiting the good maiden.'' 

Edith of Wilton had been dead three years 



\ 
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when a lady at Winchester had a little girl 
bom to her. She had long desired this bless- 
ings and had asked the Saint to be the god- 
mother of the child, should God hear her 
prayer; but now Edith was in heaven, and 
another must fill the place she had under- 
taken. 

So the infant was carried to the Cathedral, 
where S. Alphege, Bishop of Winchester, was 
to perform the ceremony and admit the little 
one among the number of Grod's children ; but 
as he took the taper in his hand, he plainly 
saw S. Edith shining with the radiance of 
heaven, who held the infant on her arm, and 
extended her hand to receive the light. Di- 
rectly after the baptism the Saint disappeared, 
but the mother knew that in heaven she would 
watch over and pray for the little one. 

The body of S. Edith was for a long time 
exposed to the veneration of pilgrims to her 
shrine, where many miracles of healing were 
worked. 




s. (Stte. 



|TJY, "the poor man of Anderlecht/' 
was the son of very hnmble parents, 
bnt happily for him they were rich 
in Christian virtnea, and though nnable to give 
their child any loaming, they made up for it 
by instmcting him in the duties of his re- 
ligion. 

From his cradle, Gny gave signs of being 
one of those specially loved of God. He was 
always an obedient and hnmble child; so 
kind and gentle, too, with his companions that 
they loved him dearly. Ah soon as he was of 
an age to understand poverty, he rejoiced that 
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God had chosen it for him^ especially as it was 
the means of constant humiliations, and^ there- 
fore, of constant conformity to the pattern of 
Christ, Our Lord. While treating those of 
higher station with respect, he never envied 
their good fortune ; and if he heard the poor 
complaining, he would entreat them not to lose^ 
by murmuring, the treasure God had bestowed 
on them. 

Though so needy himself, Guy could always 
spare something from his own food for those 
who were still poorer than he ; and daily he 
would visit the sick, trying to comfort them in 
soul and body. 

One day, while he was praying in the 
Church of Our Lady, the cur6 noticed his 
devotion, and taking an opportunity of con- 
versing with him, gave him the office of 
sacristan. His duty was to sweep the church, 
dress the altar, and fold up the vestments; 
also to ring the bell for Mass and Vespers, 
and other such duties, all of which were per- 
formed with perfect regularity. Nothing, 
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however small, seemed to Guy unimportant, 
for lie looked on it as something to be done 
for God, and, therefore, with the greatest pos- 
sible perfection. While his hands were busy 
he kept his heart united to God ; and when 
his employment was done, his rest was prayer 
.before the Blessed Sacrament. Now that he 
had a small salary, the Saint found means to 
give more aid to others, Uving himself in the 
greatest poverty. 

A merchant of Brussels offered him a part- 
nership as a means of gaining money for his 
charities, and Guy accepted it ; but God soon 
enlightened him to see that it was but a 
temptation, for the vessel and all it contained 
was lost, and he was left perfectly destitute. 

He considered this a punishment for em- 
barking in worldly business, and as a penance 
went on pilgrimage first to Eome, and then to 
Jerusalem. Having returned to Rome again, 
Guy was persuaded by the Dean of Ander- 
lecht i>o be his guide to the Holy Land, 
whither he and several companions were about 
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to journey. Guy consented^ and they started 
accordingly to visit the places made sacred by 
the footsteps of Our Lord ; but just as they 
were on the eve of returning to Europe, the 
Dean and his friends died from some pesti- 
lence ; and Guy having attended them during 
their illness, saw to their burial, and then 
came home to Anderlecht after an absence of 
seven' years. But the fatigue he had under- 
gone and the many hardships of his life now 
took effect upon his health, and after a com- 
plication of disorders, he died in September, 
1012. 

So many were the miracles worked by his 
• intercession, that a church was raised near 
the spot where he had been buried, and there 
his remains were translated. 

As time passed, the Chapel of S. Peter at 
Anderlecht became so famous by reason of 
the relics of S. Guy which were enshrined 
there, that a larger church, bearing the name 
of the Saint, was erected in its place* 




A.D. 1066. 

SIS Saint was tlie son of Count 
Amoul, and was bom at FrorinSj in 
Brie, in the year 1017, being called 
Theobald after the Archbiahop of Vienna, who 
waa his nncle. 

In hia youth be was very fond of spiri- 
tnal readings and preferred above all the 
" Lives of the Fathers in the Desert," feeling 
a most earnest desire to take them as his 
example in penance and self-denial. He 
often went to visit a holy hermit who dwelt 
on a Httle island in the Seine, and by his 
counsel began to accustom himself to fast- 
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ingj long prayer, and many corporal austeri- 
ties. 

When Eudolph, King of Burgundy, died 
in 1034, the crown was claimed by the Count 
of Chartres and Blois, but the Emperor 
Conrad had seized it, and war ensued. Count 
Arnoul now desired Theobald to command a 
body of troops, but he mildly and respectfully 
explained to his father that he had made a 
vow to quit the world with its duties and 
honours, and thus gained consent to enter upon 
a penitential life. Soon after, the Saint, with 
a young companion called Walter, started for 
the Abbey of S. Eemigius, at Eheims ; and 
after a short stay there, dismissed their ser- 
vants, and changing their rich clothing for the 
garments of two beggars, they travelled bare- 
foot to Germany, and reaching a forest in 
Suabia built for themselves two little cells, 
^ and there began the life of solitaries. 

Knowing that manual labour was part of 
the rule of a hermit, and not understanding 
how to make mats or baskets, they went to the 
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neighbouring villages and took hire as field- 
labourers, or to serve the masons, or clean out 
the farmers* stables; and the wages thus 
earned served to buy them the coarse brown 
bread which was their only food. 

While working with their hands, they raised 
their hearts to God in prayer, and after the 
toil of the day retired to their solitude, and 
kept vigil through the hours of darkness, or 
together sang the Divine praises. 

But it was easy to see by their manners 
and their delicacy of appearance, that so rough 
a way of life was new to them, and their 
evident holiness began so to attract the eyes 
of men that they were forced to leave the 
forest. 

After going on pilgrimage to Compostella, 
they returned to Germany, and there Theobald 
met with his father. Count Arnoul, who, how- 
ever, did not recognise him, all tanned and 
ragged as he was. It cost the Saint some 
natural pain to meet, and remain unknown to 
one so dear; and determining to avoid any 
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similar trial in the future, lie resolved to go 
to Eome. Again liis friend went with him to 
visit the holy city, travelling barefoot and clad 
as pilgrims. They found themselves at length 
a retirement in a gloomy wood near Vicenza, 
where they erected two small cells, and re- 
sumed their exercises of prayer and penance 
until, two years later, Walter died. 

S. Theobald receiving this as a warning to 
keep himself in preparation for death, began 
to increase his austerities in reparation for 
what he deemed the many sins of his life. 
His custom had been to eat only oat-bread, and 
roots, and herbs ; from this time he deprived 
himself of the bread, nor would he permit 
himself to rest on a board, but took his short 
sleep sitting on a rough wooden seat. 

The Bishop of Vicenza now ordained Theo- 
bald priest, and many people came to him for 
spiritual counsel and help ; and thus his name 
was discovered, and his parents hearing of 
him set out joyfully to visib his cell. But when 
they looked on his changed face, when they 

***** 2 
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saw his emaciated frame, Ms tattered clothing, 
they burst into tears, and prostrated them- 
selves at his feet, unable to speak to him. After- 
wards, overcoming these natural feelings, they 
felt so moved by his example to relinquish the 
love of the world, that though the Count was 
obliged to return to Brie, the mother of Theo- 
bald took up her dwelling in a small cell not 
far removed from that of her holy son, and 
was by him instructed in the practice of Chris- 
tian perfection. 

It was very soon after this, that S. Theo- 
bald falling ill, knew that his end approached. 

Great were his sufferings, but still greater 
were his patience and joy in enduring pain and 
weakness. Shortly before his death he sent 
to beg the Abbot of a religious house of the 
Order of Camaldoli, to come to him, as from 
his hands he had received the habit a 
year before, and to him he recommended his 
mother, and those who came to him for 
spiritual guidance. Then, receiving the holy 
Viaticum with faith and love, he passed from 
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this world upon the 30fcli of June, 1066, being 
about thirty-three years old. 

The relics of S. Theobald were conveyed 
to Sens, and afterwards translated to Auxerre 
to a chapel called ^' S, Thibaud aux Bois/^ 



2 2 




S. SSttlstiin, fibho)) of SStomefcr. 

A,D. 1095. 

■ HE parents of this Saint were persons 
of great piety, who, desiring to serve 
God in the most perfect state, mu- 
tnally agreed to leave the society of each other, 
and spend their remaining years in religions 
houses. 

Perhaps this pious example and the prayers 
of his mother were the cause of Wulstan also 
desiring to quit the world as soon as he waa 
of an age to be received into the monastery at 
Worcester where his father was serving God. 

There then, Wulstau waa ordained deacon 
and priest, and later appointed Prior by Bishop 
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Aldred, who knew how great was his personal 
holiness^ and thus how suited he was to such 
a position. 

While exercising the office of Prior in this 
monastery we read that Wulstan, though very 
abstemious in his diet^ had not altogether ab- 
stained from meat until one day, when the 
odour of what was being prepared for dinner 
caused him some distraction while offering the 
last Mass. Angry with himself, resolved to 
conquer nature, he made there before the altar 
a vow never again to touch meat, which vow 
he rigorously kept for the remainder of his 
life. 

When Aldred, Bishop of Worcester, was 
elevated to the Archbishopric of York, Wul- 
stan was elected his successor ; but it was only 
in obedience to the command of S. Edward 
the Confessor, and after many objections, that 
he allowed himself to be consecrated, which 
was done upon the Feast of the Nativity of 
the Blessed Virgin, in the year 1062. 

Although as Bishop his duties were greatly 
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increased^ Wulstan found time for all tliat de- 
volved upon him^ and daily sang the High 
Mass^ regardless of the fatigue it caused him. 
As he rode on horseback in his journeys^ he 
had his book open before him on the saddle^ 
from which he recited his Office aloud. 

But the day came when William of Nor- 
mandy established himself in England^ and 
gave the bishopric to his clergy. " Wulstan 
cannot speak French, he is a fool,^' said the 
imperious Conqueror^ and he ordered Lanfranc, 
his Norman Bishop, to depose Wulstan on the 
charge of ignorance. 

Being called before the authorities to answer 
to this charge, he rose and said: ''We have 
not yet sung Sext. I will answer after we 
have chanted the Office.^' 

Those who stood near did not agree to this, 
and represented that he would but draw upon 
himself the ridicule of the King and his cour- 
tiers. '' The duty to God must first be done,^^ 
replied Wulstan ; and accordingly Sext was 
sungj and then the Council decided that Bishop 
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Wulstan mast resign his pastoral staff and 
ring, being too ignorant to retain liis see. 

He refused to yield up his ring, for, said he, 
^' I received it without coveting it, and I will 
bear it with me to my grave/' But he would 
submit to lose the stafE — ^the symbol of juris- 
diction — ^and rising, he went to the tomb of 
S. Edward the Confessor, for it was in the 
Abbey of Westminster the Council had met. 
Standing before the stone, he cried : '^ my 
master, thou knowest with what reluctance I 
received this burden, apd how I sought to flee 
away from it. I confess that I am a fool ; but 
thou didst constrain me. But now we have a 
new Bang and new laws, and a new Arch- 
bishop j and they accuse thee of error in com- 
manding, and me, of presumption in obeying. 
Therefore, not to them who demand, but to 
thee who gavest ; not to them, walking in 
darkness and fallible, but to thee, who hast 
been led forth into the clear light of very 
truth, do I resign this staff; to thee I sur- 
render the care of those thou didst commend 
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to me ; and to thee I commit them in con- 
fidence, knowing weU thy merits/' Pausing a 
moment, Wulstan struck the staff into the 
sepulchral stone. '^ My Lord and King, accept 
this and surrender it to whom thou choosest ;" 
and then, laying aside his pontifical habit, he 
seated himself humbly amongst the monks. 

Then all present saw that the staff stood 
fixed in the stone, and Lanfranc bade the 
priest, to whom the Bishopric of Worcester 
was promised, go and remove it. 

He went, but was unable to wrench away 
the staff ; nor could the Archbishop or King 
do better than he. 

Profoundly touched by this manifestation 
of God's Will, Lanfranc went straight to where 
Wulstan was sitting, and bowed low before him . 
'^ Verily God resisteth the proud and giveth 
grace to the humble,'' he said: ^'thy sim- 
plicity, my brother, was scorned by us; but 
thy righteousness has been brought to light. 
Take again then the charge which we unad- 
visedly deprived thee of; but which we, by 
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our authority and the judgment of God^ commit 
to thee again/^ 

Wulstan hesitated, then walked once more 
to the tomb. " My Lord and King, show me 
now thy pleasure/' he cried. ''If thine old 
sentence stands, restore to me my staff ; if not, 
yield it to another." Then he put forth his 
hand and removed the staff with ease, and 
having taken the oath of allegiance to William, 
remained the faithful servant of God and his 
King. 




S. j3lnsElm. 



IN the Cathedral of Canterbury there 
rest the remains of the great S. 
Anselm, in a chapel which bears his 
name ; but some relic of him has been spared 
to the city of his birth — the city of Aosta. 

He was bom about the year 1033, and 
thoDgh his father waa a man of violent passions, 
God gave him a good and pious mother, 
whose stories of the Holy Saints and Martyrs 
laid the foundation of his early desire to be- 
come a religious. 

But there came a time when this wish was 
overgrown by a love of pleasure and gaiety j 
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for his motlier was dead, and lie suffered 
mucli by the loss of her gentle influence. 

At length his father's harshness drove 
Anselm quite away from home; and after 
spending three years in France and Burgundy, 
he came to Normandy, staying awhile at 
Avranches, where Lanfranc of Pavia had 
once taught. His next step was to follow 
Lanfranc to the monastery of Bee, where he 
was Prior, and there he remained ^s a student 
until he chose the life of a monk. 

Three years after receiving the habit, An- 
selm succeeded his friend Lanfranc as Prior, 
and fifteen years later he became Abbot of the 
monastery. He was admirably fitted for such 
a position, having a great influence over 
others, while his love and interest for the 
younger monks was untiring. 

After his election, Anselm went over to 
England to visit Lanfranc at Canterbury; and 
his heart was full of charity towards the 
English, who returned his affection with re- 
verent esteem. It is said that no one ever 
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had such power over William I. as Anselm ; 
and when Lanfranc died^ there is little doubt 
that the Conqueror would have chosen Anselm 
Archbishop of Canterbury; but by that time 
William Rufus had succeeded to the throne, 
and instead of naming any one to the vacant 
see, he declared his purpose of leaving it un- 
filled, and began to seize its possessions. 

In 1092 S. Anselm was asked by Hugh, 
Earl of Chester, to come and reform the mon- 
astery of S. Werburga, which he had founded; 
but at first the Abbot refused, though in the 
end he was prevailed upon. 

Landing at Dover, he passed on to Canter- 
bury, but quickly hurried away, for the people 
saluted him as the new Archbishop ; and then 
he sought an interview with William II,, tell- 
ing him plainly of the general dissatisfaction 
with his government. 

We do not hear how the King received his 
reproof ; but when some months later Anselm 
desired to return to Bee, he was not permitted 
to do so, though William showed no inclina- 
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tion to appoint him ATchbishop ss the people 
desired. But in 1092 the King became ill, and 
believed himself dying ; and Anselm was sum- 
moned to attend him ; and his conscience was 
sorely troubled with the thought of what he 
had done regarding Canterbury, so that he 
at once named Anselm as Lanfranc's suc- 
cessor. 

When the holy man heard that he was 
chosen, he seemed overcome with fear; and 
when the Bishops came to conduct him to the 
King^s presence, that he might receive the 
pastoral staff, he was only taken there by 
force. Dragged to William's side, the staff 
was thrust into his hand, while the cry rose, 
'^ Long live the Bishop V' and then, still resist- 
ing, he was taken to the church, where the 
clergy chanted the '' Te Deum." 

At length Anselm was allowed to return 
to his lodging, but he was so faint and over- 
come that they brought him holy water and 
made him drink it; yet though he had thus 
had the office forced on him, he began to 
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realise that sucli must be tlie Will of God, and 
to that he must resign himself. 

On the 4th December, 1093, Anselm was 
consecrated by the Archbishop of York ; and 
though the Bang recovered, and seemed to do 
worse than he had ever done before his illness, 
he did not express any wish to revoke his de- 
cision concerning the See of Canterbury. 

But William wanted money to help him 
against his brother Robert, and perhaps some 
regret was working in his mind that he had 
given up the revenues of his See to Anselm, 
for he began to entertain towards him a most 
bitter hatred, even saying : '^ His blessings and 
prayers I utterly abhor and refuse.'* 

When S. Anselm asked leave to go to Rome 
to receive his pallium, it was at a time when a 
false Pope had risen up to dispute the succes- 
sion; and William answered, ''From which 
Pope will you receive it V^ ^^ From Pope 
Urban,'' was the Archbishop's reply; and then 
the King burst out into violent declarations 
' he had not acknowledged Urban, and 
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tliat for any man in liis dominion to do so was 
as bad, as to try and deprive him of his crown. 
Anselm then requested that a Council should 
be called to decide the point; but unfor- 
tunately most of the Bishops were afraid of 
WiUiam, and the result was that they advised 
the Archbishop to submit to the will of his 
sovereign. The chronicle of Eadmer the 
monk tells us that ''having said these words 
they were silent, and hung down their heads 
as if to receive what was coming upon them.^^ 
Anselm's reply showed how great and how 
noble was his nature. He stood up and with 
kindling eyes declared that he would appeal ''to 
the chief Shepherd and Prince of all;" and 
then he added : " Know ye that in the things 
that are God's I will render obedience to the 
Vicar of S* Peter, and in those things which 
belong of right to the earthly dignity of my 
lord the King, I will render him both faithful 
counsel and service to the best of my under- 
standing and power ;" and he straightway went 
to WiUiam to repeat what he had said at the 
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Council. The King was very angry, and de- 
clared that the Bishops must silence Anselm ; 
but this was not an easy matter to accomplish, 
for he had God and right upon his side, and 
the feeling of the people was with him. 

At length the Bishops declared that as the 
King had withdrawn his confidence, so also 
should they resolve not to hold Anselm as 
their Archbishop; but the laymen absolutely 
refused to desert him, and thus William was 
plunged in greater perplexity than before. 

When Anselm again requested permission to 
go to Eome it was denied him ; but the Arch- 
bishop made his preparations, and a message 
was sent him that he was to take nothing away 
which belonged to the King. When Anselm 
bade the King farewell, hebegged that he might 
give him God^s blessing and his own. " I will 
not refuse thy blessing,^^ William answered, and 
bowed his head, while Anselm made the sign 
of the Cross over him, and thus they parted. 

Hastening to Canterbury, the Saint bade 
farewell to his monks, and taking a pilgrim^s 
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9taff in his Hand^ went to Dover^ where lie em- 
barked ; and William immediately seized the 
property of the See^ and kept it until his death. 
For a while Anselm remained in Bome ; bat 
afterwards he went to a more healthy place — 
a Httle mountainous village, which reminded 
him of his birthplace, and where he enjoyed 
great peace. When the news of William's 
death came to Anselm, a messenger followed, 
urging on the new King's behalf his imme- 
diate return to Canterbury ; and in obedience 
to the summons, he started on his journey, 
landing at Dover on the 23rd September. 
There were many diiSculties and dissensions 
to be endured and set right, for the good 
Archbishop was unwavering in his determina- 
tion not to allow the Church benefices to be at 
the disposal of kings as rewards for services 
to the State; but at length all was quietly 
arranged, and Anselm's last days were undis- 
turbed and peaceful ere he died among his 
monks f^ Caiitefrbury, in the year 1109, being 
then seventy-six years of age. 
♦*♦** 3 




S. JUlrtb. 

A.D. 1166. 

JHIS Saint, wHo has been termed the 
S. Bernard of England, was bom 
about the year 1109, on the lands 
of the mined Abbey of Hexham, and one of 
his earliest recollections was the sound of the 
canons' Toices as they daily chanted their 
Office. 

Bat while still a childj Aelred was taken 
into the family of David, heir-apparent to 
the Scottish throne, as companion to his yoang 
son Henry ; and in early yonth we find him 
in the palace, caring more for his books and 
studies than for the tilts and tonmaments of 
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the Scottish nobles. Dearly^ he loved to read 
of the Christian martyrs of early history^ 
shedding many tears for the sufferings which 
they endured so bravely for love of God; 
and the friendship of David and Jonathan^ 
recorded in Holy Scriptm'e, seemed to him 
infinitely more touching than any romance he 
had ever heard. 

From a little child^ Aelred^s sole ambition 
seemed to be to find friends whom he could 
love, and who would love him in return ; nor 
did anything cause him such pain as to receive 
coldness in place of the affection he longed 
for. However, Aelf ed was a general favourite 
at the Court of the King of Scotland, although 
the. esteem in which he was held gained him 
some &w enemies. One of these loaded him 
one day, even in the King^s presence, with 
reproaches and insults, which Aelred^s sensi- 
tive nature must have felt keenly, though he 
answered : '' Thou art right. Sir Enight, and 
hast spoken well ; what thou sayest is truth,- 
and I see thou art a true friend of mine.'' 

3—2 
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The rongli soldier was shamed by the 
humility of this reply, and begged pardon, 
which Aelred promptly granted. " I am glad 
of thy penitence,^' he said ; '' and I love thee 
the more, because by thy hatred I have ad- 
vanced in love to God/^ 

After a time King David made his favourite, 
the High Steward of his household, yet Aelred 
was not happy; his friends bade him rouse 
himself &om what they termed an unnatural 
gloom, yet in spite of every effort this dis- 
satisfaction with his life returned, and would 
yield to no outward circumstances, nor inward 
resistance. Was this not because God was 
calling Aelred to His true work — ^because God 
was urging him to take up the Cross and 
relinquish earthly love and earthly joy ? 

So Aelred found his favourite books a 
weariness, and even the affection of friends 
did not fill the void in his heart; nay, he began 
to doubt whether this craving for love was 
right, whether he must not sacrifice it to the 
Will of the Almighty. At length Aelred felt 
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convinced that he must leave the conrt^ the 
king^ dear to him as a &ther^ the young prince 
who had been his companion from earliest 
childhood^ and one other — ^more dearly loved 
than all — ^whose name is not given ns; yes^ 
all must be given np^ and in the quiet and 
seclusion of the cloister he would strive and 
pray to learn how to cling to God only, and 
find in Him all joy, all peace. So with sad- 
dened heart he left Dunfermline, and taking 
his way southwards, to where Yorkshire bor- 
ders on Durham, joined a community of Cis- 
tercians, sent by S. Bernard from Clairvaux, 
to that spot called Blackmore, which they 
changed to the sweefcer name of S. Mary of 
Bievaux. 

It was a desolate place, half buried in the 
wooded valley, yet when Aelred knocked 
at the gate of the then lowly abbey, he felt 
a peace he had never known before stealing 
into his heart, for he had taken the first step 
in the path which Heaven assigned to him. 

For several days after Aelred's arrival at 
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the monastery, no one took any notice of him, 
and when he was introduced into the chapter, 
he was asked, ''What wouldst thou?'* and 
the austere rule was detailed to him. 

For three days this took place, according to 
the custom of Cistercian monasteries, and then 
Aelred's worldly dress was exchanged for the 
habit of the novice, while the Abbot ex- 
claimed : '* The Lord put on thee the new man 
who, after God, is created in righteousness and 
true holiness/' 

Then the new-made monk felt that he had 
taken up the Cross he might never more lay 
down — the Cross of a lifelong struggle against 
earthly love and earthly temptation, to be re- 
warded by the crown in heaven. 

It must have been hard to one accustomed 
to the ease and self-gratification of secular 
life, to dig up the rough ground, to fast and 
keep vigil, to give up his will to those whom 
he, perhaps, could well have instructed in 
many a branch of learning ; yet Aelred per- 
«eve!red, and was greatly helped in the struggle 
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by watching one holy brother, of whom he 
writes : '' The sight of his humility beat down 
my pride, while the contemplation of his calm- 
ness repressed my restless spirit." 

After his year's novitiate was ended, he made 
his profession, and in due time was elected 
master of novices, for the eye of Abbot 
William had observed his talents and the 
many virtues which fitted him for this im- 
portant post. A story reaches us of one who 
having been only a short time at Eievaux, 
wearied of its strictness, and longed to return 
to the world. " I am going to run away,'* he 
said to his master ; but Aelred answered : 
" Brother, ruin not thyself; yet well I know 
that if even thou wouldst do this, thou canst 
not,'' 

However, the novice left the monastery, and 
plunging into the wood lost his way, but at 
sunset found himself back at the gates of the 
Abbey; having believed that he was far enough 
away, he was enlightened to see in this accident 
only the hand of God. Accordingly he rang 



1 
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the heU, and re-entering the monastety en- 
countered Aelredj who with tears embraced 
him, saying : '^ Son, why hast thou done so 
unto me ? I have wept for thee with many 
tears, and I trust in God that as I have asked of 
the Lord, and as I told thee, thou shalt not 
perish/' 

Aelredwas soon bidden by the Abbot to 
employ himself in writing a book upon Chris- 
tian love, which should be called the '' Mirror 
of Charity,^' and the volume appeared just at a 
time when the world was filled with tumult 
and confusion, with wars and rumours of 
wars. Then did the monk in his peaceful 
cloister tell that " The love of God is His Holy 
Spirit within us ; it is not feeling, it is not 
intellect, it is not joy, but it is this ineffable 
imion with God, Who is not an idea, but a real 
living God." Further, he adds, ^' When thou 
hast tasted this spiritual sweetness be not 
straightway sunk down in sloth, for soon there 
will rise up by thy side a spiritual enemy, and 
he is not to be conquered by sloth, but by 
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prayers. Then after numberless contests^ thou 
slialt be taken on high to receive tby reward^ 
and thy soul will enter into the glory of God, 
where thou wilt be fed with the fruit of thy 
promises. The fire of heavenly love will bum 
up the yoke of earthly concupiscence, and thou 
shalt rest in the brightness of wisdom, in the 
sweetness of heavenly contemplation, and know 
of a truth that the yoke of the Lord is sweet, 
and His burden light/' 

A great sorrow came to Aelred while he 
wrote this book — even the death of the monk 
Simon, whose example had been his great 
incentive in first days of trial, and whom he 
loved with no ordinary affection. 

Soon after this loss, news came from his 
feither, whom Aelred had scarcely known, 
summoning him to his dying-bed. There, in 
his weakness, Eillan repented of unlawfully 
holding possession of the property of Hexham, 
and, relinquishing it into the prior's hands, 
spent his last few days in the Abbey of Dur- 
ham, where they gave him the habit, and he 
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died truly repentant^ having received the 
Sacraments of the Chnrch. In the year 
1148, William, Earl of Lincoln, begged the 
Abbot of Rievaux to found a monastery on 
one of his estates, and Aelred was appointed 
head of the twelve monks who were to lay the 
foundation of the Abbey of Revesby. Axe in 
hand, they worked hard to clear the space 
allotted for their building, bearing, meanwhile, 
many discomforts, but after two years spent 
at Revesby, Aelred was called back to Rievaux 
as Abbot, and thus became the head of the 
Cistercian Order in England. 

In the Lent of the year 1153, the Saint was 
compelled by the business of his Order to take 
a journey to Scotland, and there for the last 
time he saw King David, who was then bowed 
down with sorrow under the loss of his son 
Henry, heir to the crown. When they parted, 
the King embraced Aelred with fondness, and 
even shed tears, for some presentiment that 
this was their last interview filled his mind ■; 
nor was it groundless, for at the close -ot 
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May news came to BieTaiuc that David was 
dead. 

When Aelred was called to a general 
chapter of the Cistercian Order, held at 
Citeanx, he bade his monks farewell, feeling 
that possibly he might never see them again, 
for he had suffered some years from some 
chronic disease. But he bade them pray for his 
return, because, as he says : " It is my wish 
to lay down among you the tabernacle of my 
flesh, and pour out my spirit in your hands, 
that you may close the eyes of your father, 
and my bones may be laid in the grave under 
your eyes.'^ 

The prayers of the monks were granted, 
and their Abbot not only returned from Citeaux, 
but lived six years longer in their midst, 
which years were passed in continual suffer- 
ing. 

After offering the Holy Sacrifice, he would 
lie for an hour or more on his bed, unable from 
extremity of pain either to speak or move; yet 
he never murmured. 
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Sometimes as the brethren passed the cell 
they conld hear the voice of their holy Abbot, 
and angel voices answering him, while daily he 
seemed to grow more and more conformed to 
the likeness of his Master — ^more perfect in 
patience, humility, and charity. 

At length, about the Feast of S. Laurence, 
1166, Aelred died, and while deeply mourned 
by his brethren they could but rejoice that 
his pain was ended, and that there was one 
more Saint in heaven to pray for those still 
left to struggle with the temptations and trials 
of earth — a Saint who should bring glory 
upon the Cistercian Order, and be remembered 
through long ages as one of the holiest of 
God^s servants which England has ever known. 




S. Iktnmtb. 



A.D. 1022. 

■HERE stood npoD the borders of the 
ancient diocese of Hildesheim, an 
abbey which in the year 856 had 
been founded by the Dnke of Saxony for his 
danghteTj who thongb bnt of the age of twelve, 
was made abbess under thd sapervision of 
Alsfrid, Bishop of Eildeaheiui. 

Thus it came abont that when any nuns 
took the religions habit, the ceremony was 
performed by the Bishops of Hildesheim, who 
continued to enperintend the abbey of Ganders- 
heim as in the lifetime of Alsfrid had been 
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But when S, Willigis was Archbishop of 
Mainz^ and Bemward Bishop of Hildesheim, 
great difficulties and disputes arose concerning 
Gandersheim, the chief of which were caused 
by Sophia, daughter of Otho II., who resolved 
to take the veil there. 

Bemward was a great lover of art, and for 
many reasons stood high in the favour of 
Otho III., who had come to the throne, and 
Willigis conceiving some jealousy towards 
him, resolved to re-open his claim to the 
Abbey of Gandersheim, which had already 
been argued with Bemward^s predecessor. 

It would seem that the convent hc^d 
become very relaxed under the aged Abbess 
Gerburg, and the young nuns were left to 
follow their unrestrained will; Sophia — ^whom 
we have already mentioned — defied all autho- 
rity, and went so far as to quit the community 
for more congenial society in the royal palace. 
When Bishop Bemward heard this, he remon- 
strated with her, and reminding her of her 
vows, commanded her return to the. cloister ; 
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but Sophia refused to listen or obey^ and took 
a complaint to tlie Archbisliop that the Bishop 
of Hildesheim had dared to rebuke a princess. 
"Neither I nor the Abbey of Gandersheim 
have anything to do with Bemward/^ she 
cried, " I owe him no allegiance ;'^ and forth- 
with she returned to her convent, but only to 
try and excite the nuns to rebellion against 
the good Bishop. 

Bemward knowing all this, still deemed it 
his duty to visit Gandersheim, taking no 
notice of the discourtesy with which he was 
treated. 

Just then it happened that the convent 
church needed consecration, having been 
greatly enlarged and beautified; but as Ger- 
bnrg was too old to arrange for the ceremony, 
Sophia took it into her own hands, and re- 
quested Archbishop WilKgis to officiate, with- 
out consulting the Bishop upon the subject. 

Unfortunately WiUigis was glad of the op- 
portunity of asserting his claim to Ganders- 
heim^ and he fixed the day of the Exalta* 
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tlon of the Cross as one convenient to 
him for performing the ceremony^ and then a 
message was sent by the Abbess inviting 
Bemward to be present. However, "Wil- 
ligis postponed it for a week, and as no 
one advised the Bishop of this alteration, 
he arrived at the appointed time, and was 
surprised to find nothing prepared. Entering 
the church, however, he began to say Mass, 
and people from the neighbourhood having 
seen his arrival flocked in. It was customary 
in those times for offerings of bread to be 
made upon days of peculiar solemnity, which 
were blessed and then distributed. When the 
deacons and sub-deacons went to the nuns for 
their offerings, they refused to make any, and 
when blessed bread was brought to them 
which the congregation had offered, they flung 
it contemptuously away. 

Grieved and shocked by their unseemly 
conduct, Bemward burst into tears ; but con- 
cluding the Mass, he gave the blessing and 
departed. 
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On the Vigil of S. Matthew's day Willigis 
reached Gandersheim with a large attendance 
in readiness for the morroVs ceremony ; but 
ere it took place, Eckhardt, Bishop of Schles- 
wig, arrived, and expressing surprise that the 
Archbishop should think of consecrating a 
church which was not under his jurisdiction, 
requested him to reconsider his determination. 

The matter was referred to a Synod; and 
Bemward started for Rome to appeal to the 
Emperor and the Pope against the injustice 
done him, because he felt that it was the cause 
of great scandal. 

Long did the dissension last, aud many 
were the humiliations of Bemward; but in 
the end Willigis saw his conduct in its true 
Kght and putting his staff into the hands of 
the Bishop said, '^ Beloved brother, I renounce 
all right over this church, and I give you this 
pastoral staff as a solemn testimony before 
Christ, the King, and our brethren, that 
neither I nor my successors can have any 
right here/* 

***** 4 
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For the rest of his days Willigis proved hia 
regret for the scandalous discord he Had occa- 
sioned by a sincere friendsliip towards Bishop 
Bemward, in whose heart there had never 
rested the least animosity towards any who 
had nsed him ill. Several specimens of Bern- 
ward's genius in works of art still remain. In 
the Cathedral Square there stands a brazen 
pillar fourteen feet high, bearing twenty-eight 
representations from the Life and Passion of 
Christ in bas-relief, which was his production; 
for the skill with which he wrought in metal 
was wonderful. In the treasury of S. Michael 
there is a crucifix enriched with precious 
stones, which was his handiwork, and many 
other things ; and still at Hildesheim thero is 
preserved a copy of the Gospels, beautifully 
written and illuminated by Bishop Bemward, 
which bears an inscription in his own hand, 
with the date 1011. 

This Saint was canonised by Pope Celestine 
III., in 1194, and his festival is observed on 
the 26th October. 
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|K3SBB T Gnbbio, long ye&ra ago, there might 
ffigLfV have heen seen a company of sorrow- 
fal men, women, and children, press- 
ing into the room where TJbald, their holy 
Bishop, lay dying ; and there kneeling to kiss 
his hand and obtain his last blessing. 

Dearly had th^ lo?ed him, and as they loft 
his presence, to visit the church and pray 
for his soul during its agony, they could not 
refrain from weeping bitterly, because on earth 
they fihoold see his face no more. 

Gabbio was the birthplace o£ the holy 
Ubald, and when he attained the age of man- 
4—2 
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hood he was appointed Prior of the Cathedral 
Cliapter. 

A great reform was needed^ and few were 
ready to assist Ubald in making it ; for most 
of the canons had grown luxurious^ and some 
even gave public scandal by their way of life. 
Three of the number were found willing to 
live with Ubald in strict discipline, and in 
time he was enabled to reduce disorder and es- 
tablish a different state of things. In the year 
1128 the Bishop of Gubbio died, and Ubald 
was unanimously elected to fill his vacant 
place, being consecrated by Honorius II., 
then Pope. Great was his influence over his 
flock; a word from him would settle many 
a dispute, and change enemies into friends. 
On one occasion we hear of so violent a feud 
between two parties, that swords were drawn 
on either side. The Bishop, hearing of 
the affray, hurried to the market-place to 
call for peace ; but the disturbance was such 
that he could make himself neither seen nor 
heard. 
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Saddenly IJbald staggered^ and fell to the 
ground^ and then the combatants saw him^ and 
rashed to the spot where he lay, that they 
might raise him from the ground. They 
thought he had been struck by one of the 
stones which the angry people were hurling at 
each other; but the holy IJbald rising looked 
round on them, and said : ^' It was not a stone 
which struck me, my children. My heart was 
pierced with grief at sight of this bitter ani- 
mosity. Separate, and keep peace f' and in a 
few moments order had taken the place of 
confusion. 

During the time Ubald was Bishop, the 
walls of the town had to undergo some repair, 
and in doing this the masons had much in- 
jured a vineyard belonging to the Bishop. 
When he remonstrated with the mason, the 
man flew into a passion, and with an oath 
pushed him away so violently that Ubald, 
being somewhat lame, fell into the liquid 
mortar, which had been prepared. Rising, 
he went back to his palace without a word 
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B^^B.0 remarkable is the life and work of S, 
vS^Sti Hildegarde, so Btrange is it that ooe 
~^^^ Tflio had chosen the religious state 
should be moved by the Holy Ghoat to utter 
warnings aud even reprimands to those in 
positions of great powerj that we shall fail 
to see in all this God's special design in her 
regard unless we consider the times in which 
she lived. The conditioa of the Church in 
Germany was then most miserable; men 
had been made Bishops who were unfit to 
exercise epiritual authority, who possessed 
worldly rank rather than piety of heart, and 
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who were constantly warring with their 
enemies and leading out troops to fight 
against them. Of such as these Hildegarde 
wrote : *' They ought to be the pillars of the 
Chnrch, learned in Scriptnre, filled with the 
Spirit; but instead^ they ruin by their avarice 
and ambition the Church which they should 
adorn/' 

The parents of this remarkable woman were 
the Count Hildeberfc and his holy wife Mech- 
tilde^ who seeing in her child signs of future 
holiness and great power of mind^ placed her 
at eight years old in a convent under the care 
of the Abbess Jutta or Judith^ who watched 
over Hildegarde with the tenderness and care 
of a mother^ and in course of time clothed her 
in the habit of religion. As early as six years 
of age the Saint had been permitted to see 
wondrous visions^ though it was not until she 
was older that she understood how to describe 
what passed within her soul. Then she wrote : 
" These things I see not with my bodily eyes, 
nor through my understanding or thoughts^ 
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bufc througli my spirit, though with open eyes, 
so that they never stir in me an emotion, but 
I see these sights working by day and night 
alike/' 

Strange illnesses came to Hildegarde which 
had spiritual rather than physical causes, and 
once she had so much the appearance of a 
dead person that the day of her burial was 
fized^ but before it came she had revived. 

When the Saint was about thirty-eight 
years of age, she was chosen Abbess in place 
of Jutta, who was removed by death in the 
year 1136 ; and then so many women came to 
put themselves under the direction of one 
already greatly esteemed for her sanctity, that 
a new convent had to be built for their recep- 
tion at Bupertsberg, near Bingen. 

Here Hildegarde yielded to the inspiration 
of the Holy Ghost and began to write down 
things which had been divinely revealed to 
her, and directly she thus overcame her 
reluctance, strength of body returned and her 
sufferings passed away. She had been timid 
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and fearful to make known the prophecies and 
warnings with which her soul had been filled 
from above, now she courageously proclaimed 
what the Most High had declared to her. So 
as Hildegarde wrote strauge things to princes 
and prelates — such things as they could not 
but listen to — she was much talked of ; and 
when her fame reached Pope Eugenius III., he 
sent Adelbert, Bishop of Verdun, to talk with 
her, and judge by what spirit she was led. 

A council was called to pass judgment upon 
some of the books she had written, and they 
were found to be filled with remarkable words 
respecting events in the future history of the 
Church, visions which had been granted her, 
and also with many treatises on the Divine and 
human natures. The Fathers who had assem- 
bled by the Pope's command to report on the 
life and revelations of Hildegarde were con- 
vinced of her power of mind, and they decided 
that her utterances could only come from one 
prepared by God for a great and unusual work 
in the world. After a careful examination which 
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lasted three montlis, the Pope wrote to the 
Saint with his own hand, bidding her prize 
carefully the great graces God had lavished 
upon her, but also to exercise prudence in 
making known what the Holy Spirit suggested 
to her soul. 

Thus upheld by the approbation of the 
Sovereign Pontiff, Hildegarde continued her 
work as a prophetess to the Church. 

The great S^ Bernard, when journeying 
through Germany, went to see the famous 
Abbess of Bupertsberg, and having read some 
of her writings said : *' These revelations are 
not the work of a human being, neither can 
any creature understand them unless the love 
and grace of God in his soul has renewed in 
him the Divine likeness.'^ At this one of his 
companions remarked that there were, how- 
ever, many men both learned and pious, who 
regarded these very revelations as so many 
delusions; whereupon S. Bernard said that such 
persons but proved how little they understood 
the wonderful union which existed between a 
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fervent loving soul and its Creator. From 
this time a deep and lasting friendsHip existed 
between these two Saints, and when S. Bernard 
was preaching his crusade in the Bhineland 
Hildegarde undertook to pray for his success, 
and ascending the Feldberg remained there so 
long in supplication that she fainted from 
exhaustion. 

When the people of Mainz were planning a 
revolt against their Archbishop who had long 
treated them with excessive tyranny, S. Hilde- 
garde wrote to him thus : " The Uving Light 
saith to thee, 'Why art thou not strong in 
fear ? ' Thou hast a sort of zeal, trampling 
down all that opposes thee. But I warn thee, 
cleanse the iniquity from the eye of thy soul, 
cut ofE the injustice wherewith thou afflictest 
thy people. Turn to the Lord, for thy time is 
at hand.^^ 

But the Archbishop paid no heed to this or 
any other warning, and said : " The people of 
Mainz are dogs that bark but bite not.'' 

When Hildegarde was told of these words she 
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sent to him saying that these ''dogs'' would 
tear him in pieces ; nor was her prophecy un- 
fulfilled^ for soon afterwards the Archbishop 
was cut down by an axe with which a butcher 
had armed himself^ and his body being flung 
into a ditch was there pelted with eggs by. the 
rough women of the market^ in token of their 
hatred and scorn. 

When such was the state of feeling between 
Bishops and their people, we do not wonder 
that God might choose a woman like Hilde- 
garde to declare in His Name that the pride 
and irreligion of these German prelates was a 
curse to the Church of Christ, or that she 
should write, '' The priest is not to be a soldier, 
nor the soldier a priest." 

A strange controversy arose between her 
and the choir-bishop of Mainz. A certain 
young man had died after being excommuni- 
cated by one of the bishops, but he had been 
buried in the cemetery belonging to the con- 
vent of Bupertsberg. Hildegarde received a 
peremptory order to have his remains dis- 
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interred^ as it was not fitting that he should lie 
in consecrated ground. 

The holy Abbess refused to do this 
things because in a vision she had been 
told bj God not to permit it; besides the 
young man had made his confession and 
received the last Sacraments of the Church, 
before he died. As she remained firm in this 
refusal, her convent was laid under an inter- 
dict so that Divine Office could not be sung 
there, neither was she herself permitted to 
receive Holy Commumion. 

For a month this went on, and then Hilde- 
garde wrote to say that a heavenly voice had 
spoken to her commanding that singing should 
be heard in the chapel> and therefore she dare 
not submit much longer to an unjust sentence. 
However she could not obtain any redress 
until the Archbishop of Cologne interfered, and 
then the interdict was removed. 

In her many journeys, Hildegarde visited 
Metz and Franconia, and also Paris and other 
cities of France. Upon the 17th September 
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1179^ this Saint died^ and was interred in her 
own convent chnrcli ; but some centuries later 
the building was destroyed, and then the re- 
mains of Hildegarde were removed to Eibingen, 
and there honourably enshrined. 




S. $tUv Bamian. 

A.D. 1072. 

■EEEE once dwelt in BaTemia a ^tuilj 
who, thongb well-born, were poor; 
and youngest of the many children 
was Peter, whose birth took place abont the 
year 988. While still very young he had the 
miafortone to lose both parents, and was left in 
the hands of a married brother, in whose home 
he was treated scarcely better than a httle slare. 
As he grow older, Peter was employed as a 
swine-herd, and thns earned a trifle. One day, 
instead of spending this lifcOe money on him- 
self and his wants, he gave it to a priest, 
asking prayers for the soul of his father. 
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But by-and-by another brother, who was an 
arch-priest at Bavenna, and afterwards a monk, 
took pity on Peter, and sent him to school. 

Haying good abilities, the boy made rapid 
progress, and was soon sufficiently instructed 
to help in teaching others. 

During that part of his life he began to wear 
a hair-shirt under his ordinary clothing, and 
practised fasting and other austerities; and 
when he felt himself strongly tempted by the 
Evil One he would plunge into the river, even if 
it were the middle of the night. His heart was 
most charitably disposed towards the poor, 
so that he gave away nearly all that he had, 
even the food which was prepared for his own 
meal. But at length Peter began to feel an 
irrepressible longing to leave the world for the 
seclusion of the cloister; and whilst his mind 
was busy with such thoughts, two Benedictine 
monks happened to pass through the town, 
and some conversation with them resulted in a 
determination to belong to their institute if it 
were possible. 
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It was a hermitage which had been founded 
by Blessed Ludolf, and was in high repute for 
the sanctity of those who dwelt there. The 
monks lived in separate cells^ and kept a very 
rigorous rule, eating upon four days in the 
week only bread and water, and on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays pulse and herbs, which each 
prepared for himself. The severe life brought 
on S. Peter an attack of nervous wakefulness, 
which nearly exhausted his strength; but 
afterwards he learned to use more discretion 
in his practice of penance. 

His Superior began to command him to 
make frequent exhortations to the religious, 
and so great was his repute that Guy, Abbot 
of Pomposia, begged for him to come and in- 
struct his monastery, in which there were some 
two hundred monks. For two years S. Peter 
Damian remained there, and was then sent to 
perform the same duty at another large Abbey, 
until he was again recalled to the hermitage. 
Upon the death of his Abbot in 1041, Peter 
had the government of the desert depending 

5—2 
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on him ; and lie founded five new hermitages, 
in which his great aim was to cherish the 
spirit of humiKty, necessary to the disciples of 
Christ. 

When Nicholas II. reigned as Pope, he 
chose S. Peter Damian as his legate, when 
complaints came of simony in the church of 
Milan. Often the Saint had begged in vain 
for permission to retire to his solitude; and 
when Alexander II. succeeded Nicholas, he with 
much reluctance granted this request, although 
he reserved to himself the power of employ- 
ing S. Peter in any matters of ecclesiastical 
dijficulty. 

In his retirement the holy man occupied 
himself in writing upon* the obligations of 
those who had embraced the religious state; 
and especially did he censure the custom 
of monks rambling from monastery to mo- 
nastery. 

If Peter Damian recommended austerity to 
others, he certainly practised it in his own life, 
for he shut himself up in his cell, used fre- 
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quenfc disciplines, wore iron girdles, and eat 
only the coarsest kind of food. 

During hours devoted by his rule to manual 
labour, he was accustomed to make wooden 
spoons and other things likely to be useful 
among the brethren. 

The last time he left his favourite solitude 
was when sent by Pope Alexander II. upon 
the occasion of the excommunication of the 
Archbishop of Eavenna, to arrange the affairs 
of the church; on arriving at the city he 
found the unhappy prelate had just expired. 
The journey had greatly exhausted him, for 
he was now old; but he would not suspend 
his accustomed habits of mortification. Be- 
turning towards Rome a fever attacked him 
while resting at the monastery of Our Lady, 
at Faenza, and his enfeebled frame could nob 
rally from it. On the eighth day of his sick- 
ness, while the monks were reciting Matins by 
his bedside, he peacefully passed away, having 
reached the age of eighty- three years. S. 
Peter Damian is the special patron of Faenza 
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and Font-Avellano, and in both places his 
festival is observed upon the 23rd of February. 
A hymn written by this Saint has been thus 
translated : 

" Christ, Thy soldier's pahn of honour, 

To Thy city, bright and free. 
Lead me, when my warfare's girdle 

I shall cast away from me ; 
A partaker in Thy bounty. 

With Thy Blessed Ones to be, 

** Grant me vigour, while I labour 

In the ceaseless battle pressed, 
That Thou may'st, the conflict over, 

Give me everlasting rest ; 
And I may at length inherit 

Then my portion ever blest." 




S. Sder, ittartEt. 



I PETER the Martyr was bom in the 
year liiOS, at Verona ; bat his partita 
were infected with heresy, which at 
that time had crept into the northern part o£ 
Italy. 

However the father of Peter eent him early 
to a Catholic teacher, believing that it would 
be an easy matter afterwards to efEace any re- 
ligions impressions, and anzioos only that he 
shonld make progress in his studies. One of 
the first lessons taught him was the Apostles' 
Creed, which the heretic Manichens held in the 
greatest abhorrence. Peter's uncle hearing him 
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recite it, tried to persuade him it was false ; 
l)ut the child's faith could not be shaken, and 
he so resolutely maintained that God was the 
Creator of all things visible, that his uncle was 
troubled and tried to communicate his fears to 
Peter's father. He was then sent to Bologna 
for education, a city full of impurity and evil 
at that time; but amidst many dangers and 
temptations God preserved His young ser- 
vant in innocence. To strengthen him . the 
more against all evil, Peter at fifteen years 
entreated S. Dominic to give him the religious 
habit, and he began to practise his rule with 
great fidelity and fervour. 

During the term of his novitiate his -piety 
and recollection were observed by all his 
brethren, who marvelled ab such great hu- 
mility and mortification of every inclination. 
Each hour of the day saw Peter busy, either 
in serving the sick, or in prayer, or spiritual 
reading, or perhaps in some menial occupation, 
such as sweeping and cleaning the rooms; but 
whatever he was doing, it was done with the 
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greatest possible perfection as in the sight 
of God. 

He felt specially attracted to pray for the 
conversion of sinners ; and thus, when he was 
ordained priest, he devoted himself to preach- 
ing, and was the means of converting many 
heretics. But great trials frequently befall 
those whom God has chosen for His own 
special service, and Peter was accused by his 
brethren of admitting strangers to his cell, 
contrary to the rule; and for this he was 
punished by being sent to a remote convent, 
and prohibited from preaching. After some 
months his innocence was completely proved, 
and he was recalled to his former work ; but 
during that time of humiliation S. Peter re- 
joiced that he was counted worthy to suffer in 
some slight degree like Him Who — though 
infinitely holy — ^was accused of all kind of sin. 
The Saint now preached with greater ear- 
nestness and more marked success than before, 
so that great crowds came to hear him, some 
seeking his blessing, others begging him to 
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lay liis Hands on their sick, and God gave him 
power to work many wonderful miracles of 
healing. Being made Superior of several 
houses of his Order, and constituted Inquisitor- 
General of the Faith by the Pope, the Mani- 
cheans became more than ever incensed against 
him, and after a time conspired to bring about 
his death. Their plan was to hire two assas- 
sins to murder him, whfle returning from 
Como to Milan; and one of these men fell upon 
the Saint, cutting him on the head with an 
axe, and then stabbed his companion. Seeing 
Peter rise on his knees and praying, ''Into 
Thy hands, Lord, I commend my soul,'^ the 
murderer wounded him in the side, and thus 
he expired, being forty-six years old. 

His body was conveyed to the church of the 
Dominicans at Milan, where it is still pre- 
served. 

The man who had committed the murder 
fled to the city of Forli, and filled with horror 
at his sin, renounced the Manichean heresy, 
and became a Dominican lay-brother; other 
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heretics also were moved to sorrow, and hear- 
ing of the wonderful miracles wrought at the 
Martyr's shrine, came begging to be admitted 
into the Church of Christ. S. Peter, Martyr, 
was canonised by Pope Innocent IV., and a 
festival in his honour appointed to be kept 
npon the 29th day of April. 




S. Peter (Eclestine. 

A.D. 1296. 

IjL^y^HIS Saint was bom about the year 
wffii ^^^^ "^ Apulia, and as he gave 
early signs of piety beyond that 
which is ordinarily seen in the children of vir- 
taous parentsj his mother gave him an educa- 
tion which should fit him for the priestly office 
if God called him to that dignity. 

At twenty years of age we find Peter re- 
tiring to dwell in a lonely mountainj havinjj 
made for himself a narrow little cell ; and here 
for three years he dwelt, overcoming many 
violent temptations by Divine grace, and 
practising the great austerities which that 
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grace suggested to him. He was then ordained 
priest, but in 1246 sought another solitary 
cave for a dwelling, and there remained five 
years. If God gave him moments of wonderful 
union with Himself, if he was permitted to taste 
a spiritual sweetness we can scarce imagine, 
the Saint had also to pass through interior 
trials so great that he was well-nigh driven to 
despair and durst not say his Mass. It was 
thus he sought the Pope to receive counsel 
from him, but on the road to Eome was com- 
forted by the vision of a holy Abbot who bade 
him return to his cell and offer the Holy Sac- 
rifice daily, despising his fears and scruples as 
mere stratagems of the devil. In 1253, with 
two companions, Peter removed to Mount 
Magella where with the boughs of trees they 
made themselves a small enclosure; others 
wished to join them, and after some hesitation 
the Saint received those who appeared most 
fervent in the service of God. 

During this part of his life, S. Peter never 
eat flesh, and fasted on all days but Sundays ; 
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while on Fridays lie took notliing but a few 
cabbage leaves or bread and water. Upon his 
body lie wore a rough hair-shirt and an iron 
chain^ and his bed was a board with a stone or 
log of wood for a pillow. 

At last so many had put themselves under 
his direction that it became necessary to 
assemble them in a monastery, and in 1274 
Pope Gregory X. approved this religious Order 
under the primitive rule of S. Benedict, and 
the Saint lived to see six and thirty monasteries 
wherein six hundred monks and nuns were 
striving to serve God in the most perfect 
way. 

When Nicholas IV". died, S. Peter was 
chosen as his successor to the See of Bome, 
and upon his consecration he took the name of 
Celestine V., but though raised to so exalted a 
station he still maintained his old austerity of 
life, and made in his palace a cell of boards 
where he might dwell in poverty while in the 
midst of riches. But S, Peter Celestine felt 
himself of insufficient experience for his new 
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position ; and finding tliat it was in the power 
of the Pope to abdicate, lie held a consistory, 
and having read the solemn act of abdication, 
laid aside his pontifical robes, and assumed his 
old religions habit, cast himself at the feet of the 
assembly, begging pardon for his many faults 
and entreating the Cardinals to repair them 
by making choice of a more worthy successor 
of S. Peter. Thus after reigning four months 
the Saint left the throne with a joy he had not 
felt on his accession to it, and went privately 
to his monastery of the Holy Ghost at 
Morroni. But murmurs arose, and some 
contended that a Pope could not resign his 
dignity, and when the King of Naples was 
entreated to send S. Celestine to Eome, he 
heard of it and endeavoured to escape. But 
contrary winds drove back the vessel in which 
he had secured a passage, and he was taken to 
the palace of Pope Boniface and afterwards 
placed in the citadel of Fumone under a guard 
of soldiers. Here he suffered many hardships, 
but was perfectly content, saying, '^ I desired 
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no5liing in the world but a cell, and a cell 
they have given me." 

One Whitsunday in 1296, having heard 
Mass, he told his guard that within the week 
he should die ; and immediately symptoms of 
fever appeared, and he was so ill that he 
received Extreme TJnction. On the following 
Saturday he was reciting the last psalm of 
Lauds, when as he said the words " Let every 
spirit praise the Lord," his eyes closed, and 
calmly he passed from the world. He was 
then seventy-five years old, and had been con- 
fined ten months in his prison. His remains 
were interred at Ferentino but afterwards 
translated to the church of the Celestines in 
the city of Aquila. Many miracles were 
worked at his tomb, and in the year 1313 
he was canonised by Clement V, 




S. ©iilo, ^tthbishoy, ClunE, 



QHEBE dwelt in former days in Au- 
vergne a little boy who could neither 
■walk nor move himself unaided. 
One day when his parents were going to 
reside in another place, a nurae was employed 
to carry liim in her arms, and she being 
obHged to go into a house to procure 
some necessary, seated the child for a few 
moments in the doorway of a church dedicated 
to the Blessed Virgin. Finding himself alone, 
some impulse— which we may be assured was 
from above — prompted him to try to enter. 
With much difficulty, and crawling on hands 
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and knees, he accomplislied his desire, even 
reaching the altar, and clinging to its frontal, 
he attempted to rise. By a miracle he stood 
on his feet, and even ran about near the altar, 
and when the nurse discovered him, she at once 
recognised the power of God, and the interces- 
sion of His Blessed Mother, and carrying the 
boy to his parents she told them he was cured. 

We shall not marvel that this incident of 
his early childhood should be the beginning of 
serious thought, and a fervent love for his 
Heavenly Father; and when he was of a 
suitable age he laid open his heart and all its 
desires to 8.. Majolus, who passed through 
Auvergne at that time, and encouraged him 
to seek admittance in the monastery of Cluny, 
where he himself was Abbot. 

For four years Odilo dwelt among the 
brethren, attending to the commonest duties, 
trimming the lamps, and sweeping the floors ; 
then Majolus in dying named him as his 
successor, and committed the monastery to 
his keeping. 
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Odilo shrank from such a position, for which 
he considered that his youth disqualified 
him; but the monks seconded the desire of 
their late Abbot by giving him the office by 
vote, and thus he could not continue in his 
refusal of it. 

We hear that even in sleep his lips 
would murmur the beautiful verses gf 
the Psalms which his heart loved, so his 
brethren used to say that of him it might 
truly be spoken, *'Ego dormio et cor meum 
vigilat." 

He was distinguished by a very great charity, 
but though giving largely he was never waste- 
ful. Once during a time of famine he came 
upon the unclothed bodies of two poor youths 
who had died of hunger, and shedding many 
tears he dismounted and drew ofE one of his 
garments, and having wrapped the bodies in 
it he buried them carefully. During this same 
famine the Saint sold the costly vessels, and 
the gold a^d silver ornaments of ihe church, 
that he might feed the starving people, and 
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he also parted witli a crown of gold which had 
been presented to the abbey. 

It was in his great compassion for the souls 
of the departed, that S. Odilo instituted the 
commemoration of All Souls in the Cluniac 
Order, which was afterwards adopted by the 
whole Church. Many anecdotes of the wonders 
he wrought have been handed down to us, one 
of which runs as follows. A very beautiful and 
costly glass had been sent to Odilo by the 
Emperor Henry, and receiving it with much 
humility at the hands of two prelates, he told 
them to return for it in a little while. 

The monks in admiration passed the beauti- 
ful goblet from hand to hand, but, alas ! it 
slipped from the hold of one of them and was 
broken. When Odilo heard of this, he said : 
*' My brethren, you have not done well, for by 
your negligence those who have charge of 
these things may lose the Emperor^s favour. 
Let us all go to the church and ask God^s 
mercy in this matter.^^ 

Accordingly they had recourse to prayer^ 
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whicli being ended^ the Saint commanded that 
the broken goblet should be brought to him. 
Taking it in his hand he examined it closely^ 
but oould discover no breakage^ nor even a 
crack or chip. '' You must be blind to say 
this glass is broken/' he cried to the aston- 
ished brethren, who for some moments were 
afraid even to speak. 

Upon the return of the prelates according 
to his bidding, Odilo gave it to them, saying 
they might take it back to the Emperor, 
bidding him guard it as a treasure. 

This Saint rebuilt several of the monasteries 
of his Order, and adorned the churches in the 
most costly md,nner. Of Cluny he used to 
say, that he '^ found it of wood and left it of 
marble.'' 

When he felt the close of life drawing near, 
he visited the different communities over whom 
he had authority, so that he might leave them 
in good order, and likewise bestow on them 
his blessing. During this circuit he reached 
Souvigny, where he preached on the vigil of 
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the Nativity, though he was even then ill ; nor 
could he celebrate the Festival as he had in- 
tended, but kept it in the small Chapel of the 
Virgin with a few of the brethren. During the 
Octave he had to be carried to the church, but 
he could not be deterred from assisting at the 
different offices. 

Before the Feast of the Circumcision, he 
was laid before the altar of Mary while Ves- 
pers was sung, but towards night he grew 
weaker, and fainter, and sackcloth and ashes 
being laid under him, he exclaimed : " God be 
thanked.^' He then directed that all the 
brethren should gather round him, and with 
lips moving in prayer, and eyes fixed on the 
Cross, he passed to his rest. The body of 
S. Odilo was laid in the Church of Souvigny, 
near that of S. Majolus. In art he is often 
represented saying Mass with purgatory open 
beside the altar, in allusion to his having in- 
stituted the commemoration of All Souls, as 
we have already related. 




S. firuno. 



BHIS Saint, the great founder of tha 
Carthusian Order, was bom at 
Cologne, about the year 1040, being 
descended from an ancient family well ea- 
teemed for piety and virtue. 

Hia parenta placed him, while still a little 
child, under the care of the clergy of S. 
Cunibert'a Church, where he gave proofs of 
singular piety, and also of much ability of 
mind. From Cologne he paaaed to Rheims, to 
a college in much repute ; and here, in 1055, 
he was made director of studies, and also of 
all the chief schools in the diocese. It appears 
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tliat S. Bmno held a position of mnoli influ- 
ence at EHeims^ under the Archbishop Gter- 
yasus. 

But after a while he became desirous to 
embrace a life of retirement, for the world 
seemed almost hateful to him there ; just when 
the archbishopric was about to be conferred 
on him, he left Rheims with several com- 
panions whose desires were like his own, 
and repaired to Saisse-Pontaine, where he re- 
mained for some time. Seeking counsel as 
to what God asked of him in the future, from 
S. Robert, Abbot of Molesme, Bruno was ad- 
vised to visit the Bishop of Grenobles, idio 
was better fitted to direct him than any other 
person; and thus it was in 1084, he, with six 
companions, came to beseech the Bishop of 
Grenobles to find them some solitude wherein 
they might serve God more perfectly than in 
the society of men. In a vision of the pre- 
vious night, the holy Bishop had seen a church 
being erected in a deserted spot called Chart- 
reuse, and seven stars were rising from the 
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gronnd^ and forming a cirole which preceded 
him and showed him the way to the church. 
Peeling no doubt that thus the coming of 
these seven men had been foretold to him, 
Hugh welcomed them warmly, and advised 
them to make their retreat in the desert of 
Chartreuse ; but he warned them that it was 
a dreary and dismal place, with high rocks 
shutting it in, and covered during the greater 
part of the year with snow. 

These servants of God were in nowise 
discouraged by hearing of the difficulties or 
sufferings they might expect; and arriving in 
the wilderness, they at once built an oratory, 
and seven small cells a little removed from 
one another. 

Thus was originated the Order of Carthu- 
sians, which took its name from the desert 
wherein S. Bruno dwelt with the few com- 
panions of his solitude, yet aparfc from each 
other, excepting upon Sundays; then, when se- 
parating, every one took a loaf and the quantity 
of pulse which would be necessary to him for 
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the week^ so tHat there might be no need of 
communication again until the appointed daj. 
Next to their skin they wore coarse hair-shirts, 
and they kept an almost perpetual fast, nor 
even in illness could they touch meat. Labour 
followed upon prayer, and as a means of gain 
they made copies of spiritual books, so that 
thus they might not become burdensome to 
others. S. Bruno^s example soon inspired 
many to desire the same life of fasting, soli- 
tude, and silence, so that men of all ages and 
rank came to entreat to be admitted among 
his disciples. 

After governing for six years. Pope Urban 
II., once a scholar of S. Bruno, at Rheims, 
sent an order for him to come to Rome, and 
though this was a great sacrifice the humble 
monk obeyed without a murmur, and appointed 
Landuin prior of Chartreuse in his place. 
His departure was so bitterly lamented by the 
monks, that he was constrained to take some 
of them with him, and these, by order of the 
Pope, had a house assigned to them, where. 
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thougli in the city, they might follow the rule 
of the desert. But it was not long before 
they began to sigh for the solitude they had 
lost, and S. Bruno persuaded them to return 
to Chartreuse, though he could not be the 
companion of their journey. His Holiness now 
desired to confer the Archbishopric of Reggio 
upon Bruno, but the Saint protested against 
it with such earnestness that he overcame, and 
was even permitted to retire to a wilderness in 
the mountains of Calabria. Having gained 
some new companions in Rome, he retired with 
them there, in the year 1090, and found his 
solitude even dearer since he had been forced 
to dwell amidst the distractions of the world. 

S. Bruno wrote many valuable works, among 
which are his Commentaries on the Psalter, 
and on the Epistles of S. Paul; he also 
composed an elegy in fourteen verses, '' On 
the Contempt of the "World.^^ A short time 
after he had established his new hermitage, he 
was one day discovered by Roger, Count of 
Sicily and Calabria, who was hunting near. 
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and who entering into conversation with him^ 
was so deeply sensible of his sanctity that 
he desired to hivish gifts upon him. But find- 
ing that S. Bruno refused all he might offer, 
the Count enlarged the hermitage, and built for 
him a church dedicated to Our Lady and S. 
Stephen, which was afterwards known by the 
name of '^ S. Stephen in bosco/' 

This charity was not suffered to lose its 
reward, even in this world, for while Count 
Eoger was besieging the city of Capua, he 
would have been betrayed, and given up to 
his enemies by a treacherous commander in 
his army, had not S. Bruno appeared to him 
on the night of the plot and given him warn- 
ing of it. After this, the Count felt more 
honour for the Saint than before, and would 
have bestowed all his goods upon the monastery 
had it been permitted him. 

Though at a distance from Chartreuse, S. 
Bruno still continued to guide the monks there 
by his wise counsel both in spiritual and 
temporal difficulties, entreating them to strive 
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for the most perfect spirit of humility and 
contempt of the world. About the close of 
the month of September, in the year 1101, 
the Saint became very ill, and it having been 
revealed to him that he should die, he called 
his monks round his bed, and in their presence 
made a public confession of his whole life, and 
then a fervent profession of faith. On the 
6th of October he resigned his soul into the 
hands of God in perfect peace and joy. 

We read that it was the constant medita- 
fcion upon eternity which animated S. Bruno 
with so ardent a desire of solitude and penance; 
he would pass entire nights in beseeching 
for the most grievous pains, and sufferings, 
rather than that he might be deprived of God 
eternally. The cell of S. Bruno is shown at 
Chartreuse standing on a rock situated in the 
coldest and most exposed part of the desert. 
In it there is a picture of him, drawn during 
life, which represents his &ce as pale as that 
of a corpse, and his body emaciated by long 
penance. In old times there were nine xnonas- 
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teries of the Carthusian Order in England, 
the chief of which were one at Sheen, in Surrey, 
the other in London, which has been corrupted 
into the name of the ''Charter-house,'^ and 
became a great public school after the old 
monastery had been swept away. 



A.D. 1134. 

^^^N the year 1080, S. Norberb was bom 
Bn |H at Xanten, in the duchy of Cleres ; 
but no records of boa early life have 
been preserved to us. Being of noble family^ 
be was admitted as sab-deacon, bo that a ricb 
canonry might be bestowed on him ; and for 
a time he lired a most worldly life, richly 
attired, and indolging in every pleasure. Bat 
God had a great work for Norbert to accom- 
plish, and his soal was to be awakened by an 
accident which should impress upon him the un- 
certainty of life. One day as he rode on 
horseback, followed by an attendant, a violent 
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Btorm broke^ and a sadden blaze of lightning 
so alarmed Norbert's horse that it threw its 
rider, who for some time lay in a state of un- 
consciousness. On coming to himself, one 
thought haunted him — ^had the lightning struck 
him, what then ? Where would his soul have 
gone ? Hitherto Norbert had refused to be 
made deacon and priest, now he most earnestly 
desired to give his life to the service of God; 
and setting himself to the necessary prepara- 
tions, he received both Orders in one day. 
His first act as a priest was to retire quietly 
to his house in Xanten, and relinquish those 
luxurious habits which had become natural to 
him ; and after a short time God inspired him 
with a longing to leave the world he had loved 
too well. Clothed in a garment of lambskin 
he began to jpreach of reform to his fellow- 
canons, but instead of listening they ridiculed 
him, and treated him with contempt and 
scorn. 

Norbert next gave up all his possessions to 
the poor, and went barefoot to the Abbey of 
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S. Giles, near Nismes, where the Pope Gelasius 
II. had taken refuge. From him, S. Norbert 
received permission to preach in all countries, 
and he began his work at once in France. 
Hearing that the Bishop of Gambrai was at 
Yalenciennes, and haying known him well at 
court in former days, the Saint sent word that 
he would like to see him. The Bishop mar-* 
veiled at the change in his friend; once 
richly attired, he was now clad in poor gar- 
ments, barefoot, and worn with fasting and 
labom*, but he embraced him with such affec- 
tion that one of his chaplains afterwards in- 
quired why it was. Then said the prelate: 
^^That man was once the gayest and most 
refined at the Emperor^s Court. If now he 
is poor and despised, it is because he has 
refused honour, and renounced wealth." 

The chaplain was so sbruck by these words 
that he began to seek out the society of S. 
Norbert, and not long afterwards became one 
of his followers. At the council following 
the election of Callixtus II. to the Pontificate, 

***** 7 
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S. Norbert came to ask permission to continue 
his apostolic labour, and the Pope was about 
to grant his request, when the Bishop of 
Laon stepped forward entreating that Norbert 
might be sent to reform the Abbey of S. 
Martin at Laon. 

The Saint protested, but the Pope laid his 
commands upon him ; and accordingly when 
the Bishop at the close of the council returned 
to Laon, he took Norbert with him. His first 
step was to require the canons to make the 
vow of poverty, but they refused, and as they 
continued obstinate he was compelled during 
the winter months to reside in the household 
of the Bishop. But when spring came, this 
Bishop promised to procure land for building 
if Norbert would found a new Order, and he 
agreed to this, and passing through a peaceful 
valley, opening from the forest of Coucy, he 
found a deserted chapel, and at once exclaimed : 
'^ This is the place which the Lord has chosen 
for us.'' Entering the chapel he remained 
there in prayer the whole night, and in vision 
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beheld a long procession of men in white robes 
carrying cross and candles, winding their way 
from the chapel through the trees beyond. 
On the morrow when he rejoined the Bishop, 
he said that he had resolved to build there, 
and he should give a white habit to his 
brethren. So in this valley called Pr6montr6, 
S. Norbert established the first house of his 
Order. In the year 1120 the Bishop took their 
penitential garments from Norbert and his 
companion Hugh, and put upon them a white 
habit, such as the Saint had seen in his 
vision, and many men joining them they 
adopted the rule of S. Augustine. Quickly 
the Order spread, and other houses were 
founded, one of which was the work of Got- 
fried. Count of Kappenberg, who converted 
his own castle into a Norbertine monastery. 
When the Archbishopric of Magdeburg fell 
vacant, the Emperor Lothair appointed Nor- 
bert to it, but it was an honour which the 
Saint would have refused had he not been 
commanded to take it. He arrived at Magde- 

7—2 
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burg without announcing his coming, and 
clothed in an old patched habit knocked at 
the palace door. 

'^ Bo off with you/' cried the porter, '^ we 
do not admit beggars here/' But when S. 
Norbert dwelt there, his gates were never 
closed to the poorest mendicant who came 
to receive the alms which the good Archbishop 
distributed so freely. 

He now founded several houses of his Order 
in his own diocese^ and tried to raise the clergy 
to a higher standard ; but he met with much 
opposition^ and the citizens attempted his life 
when he was in the cathedral one day, so that 
he was obliged to leave the altar and vested 
as he was take refuge in one of the towers 
for two days, at the end of which time some 
of the mob broke in. The Archbishop's 
chamberlain was killed, but he himself ad- 
vanced towards the rioters in his mitre and vest- 
ments, and they recoiled with a sudden awe ; 
and at the same moment the Count of Mag- 
deburg arrived and dispersed them. That* 
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being done, S. Norbert descended to the 
churcli, and proceeding to the altar, offered 
up the Holy Sacrifice as calmly as if nothing 
unusual had occurred. Still, angry feeling 
ran high although the tumult was quelled, so 
that the Archbishop deemed ifc wise to retire 
to his castle of Halle. 

But when he was gone, the people of 
Magdeburg were sorry for their treatment of . 
him — perhaps, also, they feared he would 
appeal to the Emperor, so they entreated him 
to return, and received him with every mark 
of respect and affection. S. Norbert was 
called to take a very prominent park in 
political g>ffairs at the time when most un- 
happy dissensions prevailed at Bome, and 
when his influence had done much towards 
reinstating Pope Innocent, he received the 
pallium from the Holy Father, and was con- 
stituted primate over the whole of Germany. 

At the age of fifty-two years S. Norbert 
died, after having spent twenty years in the 
service of Christ. His body was interred at 
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Magdeburg^ but when that city became 
Lutheran the Emperor Ferdinand 11. conveyed 
the relics of the Saint to Prague, where they 
are still preserved. 



«• mto. 



A.D. 1139. 




TTO was the son of poor Swabian 
parents who with difficulty managed 
to give him an education, and dying 
while he was but a youth, left him dependent 
on his own exertions for a livelihood. 

It was told Ofcto that in Poland there would 
be a good prospect of success in starting a 
school for boys, so he went there and gained 
some scholars, the number of which rapidly 
increased, while he became famous for his 
learning. 

In the year 1087, Ladislaus, Duke of Poland, 
wished to marry the sister of the King of 
Hungary, and one of the ambassadors chosen 
to negotiate the matter was Otto, who after a 
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successful issue was made chaplain to tlie 
Duke. 

It seems a little doubtful how he came to re- 
turn to Germany, but we find him occupying 
the post of chaplain to Henry IV. to whom 
he showed himself a most faithful friend and 
ally during his severe troubles. 

In the year 1102 the See of Bamberg was 
left vacant by the death of Eupert, but the 
Emperor deferred for six months the appoint- 
ment of a bishop. 

On the Sunday before the Festival of 
Christmas, when the time of waiting had 
expired, the clergy and people of Bamberg 
ascended the hill of S. Michael in procession, 
seeking the intercession of the Archangel that 
a suitable prelate might be given them, and on 
the Christmas day they deputed certain priests 
and nobles to go to the Emperor and hear his 
decision. 

After Henry had spoken to them on the 
qualifications necessary in one who should be 
their pastor, he added, '^ And such a bishop 
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have we sought for you^'^ taking the hand of 
Otto as he spoke. 

The delegates looked into each other^s &ices 
with Texation and disappointment. '^ We do 
not know this man, your majesty, nor whence 
he comes,'^ said one; but the Emperor re- 
plied that he knew him, and knowing too his 
wisdom, his sanctity, his patience, had deter- 
mined on appointing him Bishop of Bamberg. 

Otto knelt before Henry, and with tears 
protested his unworthiness to hold such an 
office, whereupon the Emperor cried, '^ See 
what the ambition of this man is ! This is the 
third see that he refuses. What think you of 
him? We designed him for Augsberg, but 
he, thinking it just that those who had pre- 
ceded him in the cares and anxieties of 
our court should first have their rest, re- 
fused to accept it. So was it also with the 
bishopric of Halberstedt; and surely the 
church of Bamberg is. divinely reserved for 
him.'' 

Upon this Henry placed in Otto's hands 
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the pastoral staffs and on his finger the ring, 
and the delegates from Bamberg acknowledged 
him as their Father and Bishop. 

Then said the Emperor, " Beceive him with 
all reverence and honour, for before Almighty 
God I testify that I know no mortal man whom 
I conld trust to execute his duties more 
honestly and conscientiously. As long as I 
live, he who touches that man, touches the 
apple of my eye." 

Upon the Vigil of the Purification the new 
Bishop arrived at Bamberg, and as its towers 
and spires came in sight, he dismounted from 
his horse, and taking off his shoes, walked 
barefoot through the snow to the church of S. 
George, where he was met by clergy and 
people, who conducted him to the cathedral. 

S. Otto set to work to build monasteries in 
his diocese, and to restore his cathedral which 
had been burnt down. An earthquake had 
also destroyed the church of S. Michael, and 
this he rebuilt from its foundations. 

It is told that on one occasion the Bishop 
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went to remove some relics from the little 
churcli of Buclielbacli^ that they might be 
enshrined in some more fitting place ; and tak- 
ing in his own hand the crow-bar to break the 
seal of the locker in which the relics were kept, 
some of the red wax oozed out in the shape of 
drops of blood, which so startled S. Otto that 
he began to think he had committed sacri- 
lege and in his distress fled to the Abbot of 
Michaelsberg, begging to be received as a 
monk and so escape his heavy responsibilities. 
The Abbot perceived that Otto was greatly 
agitated, and he at once required a vow of 
obedience from him, which being given, he said: 
" On your obedience I now enjoin on you to 

« 

return to the discharge of your episcopal duties ; 
and thus the Bishop felt constrained to take upl 
again the government of his diocese. 

In the year 1125 Germany was visited with 
the horrors of &mine and pestilence, and 
during that terrible time S. Otto was an inde- 
fatigable worker, visiting every cottage and 
every hospital that he might comfort the 
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sufferers, and administer the Sacraments to 
them. One very hot day, as the good Bishop 
was on his way to one of the hospitals with 
only a server-boy attending him, he came across 
the dead body of a woman which had been 
left in a bed of nettles. Otto placed his hands 
under the shoulders of the corpse and bade 
the lad' take up the feet ; but the body was 
already putrefying and most offensive, so that 
the server cried, " Let me run for help ! do not 
defile your sacred hands. ^^ 

" God forbid,^' replied the Bishop, '' that 
touching a child of Adam and a daughter of the 
Church should be defilement ;" and though the 
boy turned sick and faint, so that he could ren- 
der no assistance, the holy Otto carried the 
corpse to the cemetery and there interred it. 

In the year 1124, the good Bishop of Bam- 
berg received a most urgent request to come 
and preach Christianity to the people of 
Pomerania, and though now advanced in age 
he would not refuse such a call to work for 
God. The way led through a vast forest. 
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througli which the Bishop and his attendants 
crept in the obscure light, while serpents 
rustled in the long grass, and ever and again 
the baggage-horses floundered in the swamps; 
but when at length they saw the barbarians, 
it was enough to inspire even the stoutest- 
hearted with terror. But S. Otto opened 
his presents, which gave great pleasure, and 
very soon the people began to listen to the 
teaching of the missionaries, and asked to 
receive baptism. 

After a successful mission, S. Otto re- 
turned to his own country and diocese in 
1125; but he still desired to do more among 
the heathen, and two years later started again 
for Pomerania, bearing as before numerous 
costly presents. This time he proceeded in a 
somewhat different direction, visiting among 
other places the town of Wolgast, where he 
destroyed a splendid heathen temple and raised 
a Christian church, and after administering 
baptism to a large number of converts, he 
passed on to Guzkow, where he did the same 
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work. Beginning there also the erecfdon of 
a churchy he begged Mitzlay^ the chiefs to 
release all captives upon the day of its dedi- 
cation, a request which was granted. It 
happened on the eve of the dedication that 
there were not sufficient ashes for the strewing 
of the floor, and Ulric, one of the priests, went 
rambling among the castle vaults in search of 
more. Hearing a low moaning near him, he 
looked carefully in the direction whence it 
came, and saw an emaciated hand extended 
towards him, and presently found a young 
man loaded with chains on his feet, his hands 
and his neck. As soon as possible Ulric 
brought an interpreter to the vaults, and thus 
heard that the miserable captive was the son 
of a Danish chief who was five hundred marks 
in Mitzlav^s debt, and because he could not 
pay it, this youth had been carried off. The 
story was told to S. Otto, who refused to pro- 
ceed with the dedication of the church until 
this poor young prisoner was set free. 
One day, when the Christian |Bishop was 
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preaching in the market-place of the town of 
Stettin^ a heathen priest advanced blowing a 
trumpet, and calling upon the people to de- 
stroy this enemy of the gods. Quickly every 
lance was pointed at him, but Otto looked at 
his opponents so composedly that they quailed 
beneath his glance. Then advancing with his 
clergy, he threw down the heathen altar which 
had been put up in the church; but perhaps 
things would not have ended so peaceably had 
not news come that a huge whale was cast up 
on the beach. This was delightful to the 
people, who enjoyed feasting on its carcase^ 
and believing that thejwhale had been brought 
there by the virtues of S. Otto, they forthwith 
expelled the heathen priest, and declared they 
preferred the doctrine of the Christian Bishop, 
reeling that he had now laid the foundation 
for future work among the Pomeranians, the 
good old Bishop started on his return to his 
diocese, passing through Poland, and having 
an interview with King Boleslas, who presented 
him with a magnificent coverlet. On reaching 
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Bamberg, S. Otto gave it to a poor paralytic 
man, though many were angry with him for 
so doing. 

Very gentle and painless was the death of 
this good Bishop, on the 30th June, 1139, and 
he wafi buried in the church of S. Michael. 
A number of miracles were worked there, and 
many fever-stricken persons have recovered 
health by drinking from a silver-gilt vessel 
enclosing a portion of S. Otto^s skull. 

Some of his bones are preserved in different 
churches of Germany ; one is at Lisbon ; and 
at the Cathedral of Bamberg there is not only 
an arm-bone, but the Bishop's chasuble and 
stole which he wore. 
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A.D. 1038. 




HE mother of this Saint had before 
his birth a dream, in which she be- 
held Stephen, the Apostob'c Proto- 
Martyr, who told her that God would give her 
a son who shoold be called by his name, and 
who should be the means of converting his 
people to the Christian Faith. 

When, therefore, the child came into the 
world, his mother tended him with the utmost 
care, and in due time he was given into the 
charge of two Benedictine monks for educa- 
tion. 

Oeza, the father of the child, was not a 
***** 8 
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Clirifitian^ but He did nofc prevent liis wife 
bringing up her son according to her own 
faith^ and at sixteen years of age He received 
in baptism tHe name of StepHen. 

In the year 977 Geza died^ andtHus StepHen 
at tHe age of twenty became cHief of tHe Hun- 
garians, wHo were tHen but a wild and un- 
tutored people. 

THey revolted against their Christian ruler; 
but StepHen succeeded in subduing them, and 
determining to be a duly constituted king, 
sent to the Pope to obtain a consecrated crown 
and sceptre. He also asked priests in great 
numbers to come among His people, and rid 
them of their old superstition, which Had 
taught them to pray to sacred oak-trees or 
rocks or fountains. 

The coronation of Stephen took place in the 
year 1000. The Archbishop of Kalocsa placed 
upon the head of the monarch the crown which 
the Pope had sent, after receiving which 
he mounted upon a white horse and rode to 
the fiummit of a mound in the market-place 
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of Presburg, and having sworn that he 
would respect the rights of the people, and 
rule justly over them, he waved his sword 
northward and southward, eastward and west- 
ward, to show that he would defend his country 
from enemies, from whichever quarter they 
might come. 

The crown, sceptre, shoes and mantle were 
taken after the coronation to the royal castle 
of Presburg, and there preserved with care. 

Soon after he had received his crown, 
Stephen was married to Gisela, of whom little 
has been told excepting that she had great 
skill with her needle, and embroidered the 
figures of the Virgin Saints upon a blue satin 
mantle, which for centuries has been worn by 
every Hungarian king on his coronation-day. 

New revolts however broke out, and Stephen 
waa compeUed to take up arms to maintain 
Christianity. He had a son bom to him in 
the year 1004, who received the name of 
Emeric, and was sent for education to some 
monksj who instructed him in his duty to God. 

8—2 
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S. Stephen placed all his dominions under the 
special patronage of the Blessed Virgin; he 
accustomed himself to distribute large alms to 
the beggars who thronged the palace gate, 
and was especially charitable to widows and 
orphans. One day there was an unusually large 
crowd of people waiting for charity, and some 
among them in their eagerness to get nearest 
to the Ejing, pushed him down. Before lie 
could rise a thief made off with his purse, and 
some of the rougher beggars struck at their 
benefactor with their crutches and sticks ; and 
yet the boly Stephen was not angry at such 
treatment. Raising his eyes he cried : '^ See, 
Queen of Heaven, in what manner I am re- 
quited by these members of Thy Son ! But as 
they are His poor, I receive their ill-treatment 
with joy of beart.^^ 

Many were the benefactions of S. Stephen : 
the monastery of SS. Peter and Paul at Buda 
was his foundation; a Hostel for pilgrims on 
tbe Vatican Hill was built by him, another at 
Oonstantinople, and another with a church 
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and conyent at Jemsalem for tlie entertain- 
menfc of pilgrims from Hungary, who had 
journeyed to the Holy Land. 

When his son had reached the age of 
twenty-four years, Stephen determined to 
place the goyemment in his hands; but 
G-od's Will was otherwise, and just six days 
before that appointed for his coronation. Prince 
Emeric died, haying liyed a most holy and 
blameless life. The King was plunged into 
the deepest sorrow by this death of the son he 
had so fondly loyed ; but he said : " God loyed 
him, and therefore took him away early.^' 

Haying thus lost his direct heir, the King 
felt some doubt as to who would be a suitable 
successor, and some jealousy arose between 
his cousins and nephews concerning the ques- 
tion of the future crown. One night S. 
Stephen was awakened from his sleep by a 
sudden noise, which proyed to be the fall of the 
sword from the hand of a man who had con- 
cealed himself with the intention of murdering 
the King. '^ If God be for me, who shall be 
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against mef^' said Stephen quietly^ npon 
whicli the assassin fell on liis knees^ asking 
pardon^ and declaring that lie had been em- 
ployed by the King's cousins^ Andrew and 
Bela. However, this was not tme, for the 
innocence of these men was proved, and it was 
believed to be the plot of Stephen's own sister 
Gisela, who wanted to obtain the crown for 
her son. The King so .thoroughly forgave her, 
that he adopted his nephew for his heir, 
although he was subsequently driven from the 
throne by the Hungarian nobles. While S. 
Stephen was engaged in the erection of the 
cathedral of Bnda, he was attacked by fever ; 
and though his friends looked for his recovery, 
he himself felt convinced that his death was at 
hand. Having given his last instructions, and 
again commended his people to the patronage 
of the Mother of God, he began his prepara- 
tion for his approaching end ; and having re- 
ceived the last Sacraments, expired upon the 
Feast of the Assumption, 1038, being sixty 
years of age. Torty-five years later, the body 



8. Stephen of Hvmgary. 119 

of S. Stephen was translated to a magnificent 
slirine in the cathedral of Bada, and that day 
— ^the 20bh August — ^is always observed in 
Hungary as his chief festival. 




A.D. 1005. 

ILUS was the name taken by this 
Saint upon the day of his religious 
profession, for he was baptised in 
the name of Nicolas. We know nothing of 
his childhood, excepting that he was of Greek 
origin and bom in Calabria during the year 
910 ; his story begins when he was married, 
and engaged in the business of the world, yet 
striving to give his chief care to the love and 
service of God. But there came a time when 
religious exercises grew wearisome,, when 
prayer was neglected, and thus unarmed in 
the combat on which he had entered, Nicolas 
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fell into many faults and even grave sins. 
But God would not let him be lost, and he 
was aroused to see the danger of his way by 
the death of his wife, for whom he had enter- 
tained a most devoted love. During a time 
of solitude and deep contrition for past neglect 
and sin, Nicolas resolved to enter some re- 
ligious house, and end his days apart from 
the world in penance and in prayer. So he 
sought admittance in the monastery of S. 
John the Baptist at Bossana, and passed from 
that to two other houses, in all of which he 
was highly esteemed for piety and fervour. 
After the lapse of some years, Nilus obtained 
permission to seek some solitary place where 
he might more perfectly serve God and secure 
the salvation of his soul ; so with two com- 
panions he went into a forest, and made his 
dwelling in a hermitage near the chapel of 
S. Michael. 

But the fame of S. Nilus got noised abroad, 
and from all parts people came to visit him, 
seeking counsel in perplexity and sorrow, and 
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leammg from his lips how to adyance in the 
Divine service. 

Some there were who had no higher pur- 
pose than to test the knowledge of the re- 
nowned hermit^ which Nilus soon discovered; 
and when one of them put the question^ whether 
or no Solomon was saved^ he answered with 
some sharpness : " Whether Solomon be saved 
or not matters little to you; but what does 
concern you is whether you yourself may 
escape damnation. Seek to be assured that 
you are in the way of safety^ and do not trouble 
your mind as to the state of Solomon.'' 

At the time when Philagathus^ Bishop of 
Piacenza^ became the Anti-Pope of the Boman 
Republic, Nilus wrote to him, being of his 
own race and country, and urged him to shun 
the temptation to which ambition was leading 
him ; but his words made no impression, and 
Philagathus assumed the name of Pope John 
XVI. When he had to fly from Rome, S. 
Nilus begged permission to give him shelter, 
but his request was not granted him. 



8. NHai8. 123 

When tlie Emperor Otho made a visit to 
tlie chapel of S. Michael he came to see Nilus^ 
who met him at the door of his retreat. Tak- 
ing the old Abbot by the hand^ Otho said to 
him : '' Our Lord bade His disciples go forth 
without silver^ or purse^ or stafE^ and with but 
one coat. But as He drew near His Passion^ 
He said : ' Let him take scrip and purse.' So 
you, my Father, went forth poor and destitute 
when you were young ; but now that old age 
and death creeps on, take purse and scrip which 
I now ofiEer you.'' 

S. Nilus refused the gift gently, yet firmly, 
and said : '^ I ask of you, sire, but one thing, 
and that is, that you will think of your re- 
sponsibilities as a ruler oyer men. For their 
welfare you will have to give account to God. 
Remember that, and I have no wish for more." 

At length the incursions of the Saracens 
made it impossible for S. Nilus to remain in 
Calabria, and he took refuge with the Benedic- 
tine monks at Monte Cassino; but finding 
that a more perfect solitude was necessary to 
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his soul, he retired to the sea-coast and spent 
ten years there. After that time the now aged 
Saint went with his disciples to the hermitage 
of S. Agatha, at Tusculnm; but very soon 
after God called him to his rest, having left 
him in the world to the advanced age of 
ninety-five years. A Greek life of S. Nilns 
has been written by a monk of his own time. 



S. J^XXt^i. 



A.D. 1263. 




I HIS Saint was poor and of humble 
birth; yet she became singularly 
holy, by means of trial and suffer- 
ing, and her name is specially dear to the 
hearts of those whose birthplace, like her 
own, is Tuscany. 

In her first youth, Frica was possessed of 
singular beauty, but her whole body became 
suddenly paralysed, and never again was re- 
stored. She had ever been modest and retir- 
ing, nor do we hear that her loveliness of per- 
son was the occasion of any vanity or desire of 
human regard; but yet God willed that she 
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should become purified by affliction and pain^ 
and thus be early made ready for heaven. 

During the six years Frica was helpless 
she lay on one side upon a hard boards nor 
would she permit any of the neighbours to 
contrive a softer bed^ because she said it gave 
her joy to think that in a little measure -she 
resembled Our Lord stretched upon His Gross. 
So poor were they that the mother of this 
maiden had to beg breads for her husband 
was dead^ and they had no means of support- 
ing themselves ; and while she was absent the 
rats^ which swarmed in that wretched hut^ 
would come and attack Frica^ and yet not a 
murmur escaped her^ not one desire to escape 
the misery of her earthly lot. 

But greater suffering and distress camei for 

■ 

her mother dyings Frica was left alone and 
utterly helpless ; and though sometimes the 
neighbours assisted her^ she was for the most 
part neglected^ and it was evident that she 
could not live much longer. 

She had a very strong devotion to S. Gregory 
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Hke Great, and one night in her pain and loneli- 
ness, it seemed that he appeared to her in 
glorious vision, and bade her be comforted. 
''Dear child,*' he said, "upon my festival 
Christ will give thee rest." Great joy filled 
the heart of Frica at this promise, for death 
was her one desire, although she had prayed 
to be made willing to live as long as God 
should see fit; and on S. Ghregory's Feast she 
closed her eyes on earthj to awake in heaven. 
' When the neighbours raised her body from 
the board where she had lain so long patient 
and meek and uncomplaining, the most fra- 
grant white violets were strewed there, and to 
this day the peasants of the village call them 
by the name of S. Frica's flowers. 



S. Ba jof ^oqqmhtxQ. 



A.D. 1226. 




DA, Countess of Toggenberg, was the 
child of Count Hartmann of Kirch- 
berg, in Swabia, who, with his wife, 
was universally beloved for his goodness to 
the poor and zeal for God's cause. Prom a 
child Ida resembled her parents in piety and 
benevolence, and found her chief happiness in 
relieving those who were in any way dis- 
tressed. 

As she grew to womanhood, her beauty 
and her many virtues were the theme of 
all tongues, and so it happened that the 
Count of Toggenberg desired to see her, be- 
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lieving that slie possessed all the qualities he 
desired in a wife. Only a few days* sojourn 
at Kirchberg decided him to seek the hand 
of this fair and gentle Ida, and her parents at 
once consented to the union. 

The maiden herself felt some anxiety re- 
garding her future, as she observed that the 
young Count gave way to fits of passion upon 
the very least provocation; and when she left 
her Eathei^s castle, tears fell from her mild blue 
eyes. 

She found that her fears aud forebodings 
had not been unfounded; the violence of 
Henry of Toggenberg was something terrible 
to witness, although after each outbreak he 
was grieved for what he had done, and tho- 
roughly subdued. Ida never murmured, never 
willingly angered him, but when her sor- 
row was greatest she would kneel longer in 
prayer in the chapel of a convent to which she 
daily resorted, and ask grace to endure, and 
wisdom to help her husband to conquer his 
violence. 
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She Iiad one enemy in her husband's retinue, 
an Italian, who tried to suggest evil in her con- 
duct and inflame the Count with anger against 
her; especially he said that the Lady Ida was 
too kind and courteous to a servant named 
Oono, who had once saved her from a great 
peril. 

This base man had much influence over his 
master, and thus Count Toggenberg grew 
harsh to his patient wife, whose only comfort 
was in pouring out her many griefs to the 
Mother of Sorrows. But she grew very sad, 
and often stood at her window looking out 
northward towards the home of her happy, 
ohildish days, until tears would start to her 
eyes and fall down upon her sewing. One 
day she took £rom a chest the attire she had 
worn on her marriage morning, and placed 
it in the sunny window to air it, then she 
looked at the betrothal ring which Count 
Henry had placed on her finger, and presently 
laid that in the window intending to polish it. 
But she was called away at that moment in* 
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some haste^ and when she returned the ring 
was gone^ for a raven had seen the sparkling 
jewel and carried it to its nest. 

After a long time spent in vain search^ Id« 
resolved not to mention the loss^ lest it should 
be the occasion of one of her husband's fits 
of passion^ and she replaced her bridal clothing 
in the chest where it was before. 

Some days later^ Guno was out in the forest 
and on his way home he climbed a tree to reach 
a raven's nest, where to his surprise he found 
a sparkling ring. He did not know it had 
belonged to the young Countess^ and there- 
fore placed it on his own finger and rode on 
to the castle, little thinking what sorrow would 
ensue. 

Very soon the Count Henry noticed the ring 
and recognised it as that which he had himself 
placed on Ida's hand on her betrothal-day. 
Filled with rage, and waiting not to ask or 
hear any explanation^ he ordered the unfortu- 
nate Cuno to be fastened by his feet to the 
tail of an untamed horse and then driven down 

9—2 
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the rocky path from the castle-door. The 
frightened servants durst not disobey their 
master, and the horse plunging violently, 
dragged Ouno over the rocks till he was killed. 
Then Henry of Toggenberg rushed upstairs 
to his wife's room, and seizing her, flung her 
from the castle window down into the ravine 
below. 

But God interposed, and miraculously pre- 
served the life of Ida, for when she reached 
the bottom of the steep cliff, she was stunned 
but not otherwise hurt ; and having recovered 
consciousness she took shelter in a rocky 
cavern, and lived upon the roots and berries 
she could find. Thus she passed several 
years, making clothing for herself from the 
plaited bark of the birch tree; she found 
a peace in this life which she had never enjoyed 
in her husband's castle, and made a vow to 
spend the rest of her days for God alone. 

The grief and self-reproach of the Count were 
very bitter; he had repented of his wicked- 
ness as soon as the fit of rage had spent itself. 
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and he tried to forget Hs misery by plunging 
into war. Seventeen years had gone by since 
the day of the Countess Ida's supposed deaths 
when a huntsman, who was pursuing game in 
an unfrequented part of the forest, came upon 
a cave within which sat a pale woman clad in 
a coarse garment of birch-bark. Changed and 
aged as she was by time and Hardship, he re- 
cognised in her the Lady of Toggenberg, and 
began to speak of the Count's remorse. 

Ida bade him return to the castle and say that 
she still lived, and when the proud Henry heard 
this news he hastened to the cave where dwelt 
his long-lost wife. Though she fully forgave 
him, she would not return again to the castle, 
as he entreated her ; she felt unfit now to live 
in the world, and moreover had vowed to bo 
God's spouse. One request she made, and 
that was to have a little cell near the convent- 
chapel where she had prayed so often in for- 
mer years, and with sorrow the Count con- 
sented. 

So S. Ida took possession of her little 



134 Stories of tJis SditUs. 

refuge^ where she spent some years^ until 
visited by so many people that she obtained 
admission within the convent walls^ and there 
died a holy and peaceful death in the year 
1226. 

A legend tells that a stag used to come 
oat of the thick forest glade at nightfall^ with 
fire issuing from its horns, by the light of 
which Ida read her Office during the years 
she dwelt in her solitary cavern. This gave 
rise to her being represented in art with a 
stag by her side. 



S. Julmna jof (!i;0rniU0it. 



A.D. 1268. 




N a little hamlet near the town pi 
Li^, a child was bom in the year 
11&2, who received in baptism the 
name of Jnliaiia. Being left an orphan while 
yet scarcely beyond her infancy, she, with her 
elder sister Agnes, was placed in the care of 
the nuns in the Augustinian convent of Cor- 
nillon,near LiSge; but as the Superior dreaded 
that the little ones might suffer from the dis* 
orders of the sick whom the sisters nursed^ 
she sent them to a distant farm which was 
looked after by a nun named Sapientia. Lov- 
ingly, yet wisely, did the good sister tend 
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these motherless children, striving to correct 
their faults and train them to fnture holiness. 
We learn that when little Juliana was about 
seven years old, she resolved to fast, because 
S. Nicolas had also fasted; so one day she 
did not eat the break&st put before her. 
As a penance. Sister Sapientia sent her to 
kneel for a few moments in the snow, then 
bade her run to the church and confess to the 
priest that she had fasted without permission. 
The priest received her confession, and sent 
her back, telling her to ask Sapientia to boil 
her an egg, which she was to eat at once. 
While still a child the holy seasons of the 
Church made deep impression upon her, and 
when the Veodlla Regis was sung she would 
tremble with emotion, while tears fell from her 
eyes. 

When Juliana was fourteen years old, she 
begged to receive the veil at Comillon. Her 
sister Agnes was dead, and the wealth her 
parents had left behind them was now hers, 
but she gladly relinquished all to follow Christ 
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in poverfcy and obscurity. Sister Sapientia 
was at tliis time Superior of the convent ; it 
was a poor house^ but Juliana^s property en- 
riched it. The young reUgious was very 
studious^ but of all books she loved best S. 
Augustine's writings. 

In the year 1208^ while prayings she had a 
vision^ in which she seemed to perceive the 
moon with a dark stain across it^ and she told 
it to her Superior^ but it was not until two 
years later that she understood its meaning. 
Then^ in her sleep^ she saw that the moon 
was the Churchy and the stain signified that 
one festival was wanting to complete the 
different seasons. The IncarnatioUj the Pre- 
sentation in the Temple^ the Resurrection^ As- 
cension^ and every other sacred mystery of the 
life of Our Blessed Lord had its fitting celebra- 
tion — save that most sweet, most precious gift 
He made to man — even His own Body and 
Blood in the Holy Eucharist. 

About 1225, Juliana was elected to be 
Superior in place of Sapientia, lately deceased. 
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and well did sho fulfil the office^ securing the 
love and confidence of her spiritual daughters. 

Tears were passing on ; it was long since 
the explanation of her vision had been granted 
her^ and she had struggled against the belief 
that God had intrusted to a weak woman the 
work of promoting the love and reverence of 
Christ's Body and Blood; but at length she 
could struggle no longer^ she knew the time 
had come for her to speak. 

There was a holy woman living as a reoluse 
in a cell upon the opposite side of the river/ 
and to her Juliana opened her hearty begging 
her to pray that God would let His holy Will 
be done. '' Pray also for me/' said the re- 
cluse; " and ask that He may quicken in me 
the same love for the Holy Sacrament which 
consumes thy heart/' 

About this time Juliana received into the 
community one in whom she felt able to re-, 
pose every confidence^ and to her she spoke of 
the great desire of her heart. But Isabella's 
reply oyerwhelmed Juliana with sorrow. 
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'^yfhf liave a special Festival to commemorate 
that which is Tocalled to ns daily in Holy 
Mass f ahe said ; but a year later a Ynkm 
was granted her^ in which she saw the Saints 
pleading for the festival^ and from that time 
all her scruples and doubts were ended. 

There was a learned and pious ecclesiastic 
named John of Lausanne^ and to him Juliana 
revealed her visions^ and having consulted 
with other lean\^d men^ he found them 
unanimous in believing that the institution of 
the Feast of the Blessed Sacrament would 
raise the deyotion of all Catholics. 

But when Juliana applied to them to com-, 
pose an Office in honour of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment^ they declined the task; and the only one 
who would try to do it was a young brother 
of the monastery^ who said it must be upon 
one condition^ ''That when I take my pen thou 
wilt have recourse to prayer/' 

So Juliana applied herself to prayer^ and 
John of Cornillon composed the Office which 
was used in the church of S. Martin^ and 
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also in other chorclies o£ that date^ though in 
the present day no copies of it are in exist- 
ence. The Office of the Blessed Sacrament 
for the Feast of Corpus Ohristi was, however, 
written afterwards at the command of the Pope 
by S. Thomas Aquinas. 

But while many applauded the desire of S. 
Juliana, others regarded her as a mere en- 
thusiast and visionary, and even made jests 
at her expense. 

Another difficulty arose, for some said that 
the Saint had made use of certain sums of 
money belonging to the community, for the 
purpose of bribing the Bishop to consent to 
the introduction of the new festival at Lidge; 
but in the end all calumny and all opposition 
were silenced, the longing desire of S. Juliana 
accomplished, and in 1247 the Feast of Corpus 
Christi was celebrated in the church of S. 
Martin. 

But trials were not ended for Juliana ; it 
was God's Will that she should by them be 
exercised in patience and resignation, and soon 
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the spirit of enmity ran so high that she was 
obliged to leave her convent and take refuge 
in a house charitably lent to her by the Arch- 
deacon of lAhge. 

Near Namur there was an abbey where at 
length Juliana was received with much kind- 
ness; but in the year 1256 the town was be- 
sieged^ and the Saint took refuge in company 
with the Abbess in Fosses. 

There she became ill, and feeling convinced 
that death would be the termination of her 
sufferings, she sent to ask John of Lausanne, 
who had so long known her, to come to her 
and hear something she desired to reveal to 
him. The country was in so disturbed and 
unsettled a state just at that time, that it was 
impossible for him to reach her, and so S. 
Juliana departed this life upon the 5th of 
April, 1258, without telling any one else what 
she had wished to say. Some of her relics 
were deposited in the church of S. Martin, at 
Liege, and some are enshrined at S.* John 
Baptist, in Namur. 



S. %tbtoxqtB, SSibob). 



A.D. 1243. 




jEDWIGES was one of many children, 
bom to Berfcold of Aadecho, 'and 
Agnes his wife, daugliter of the 
Count of Botlieles. From her in&ncy the 
little girl seemed naturally gprave and thought* 
f ul, and of a marked inclination to everything 
holy and pious. While still very young, she 
was placed in a convent at Lutzingen, in 
Franconia, where she remained until she was 
twelve years old, and was then removed to 
become the wife of the Duke Henry of Silesia. 
Hedwiges felt great reluctance to the thought 
of this marriage, but seeing it Grod's Will thalr 



8. Hedwiges, Widow, 143 

3lie should submit to the desire of her parents 
in this matter^ she consented to it. In this 
new state of life the Saint maintained the 
same fidelity in her religious duties as she 
had practised in the quiet and seclusion of the 
convent, and by God's grace became a model 
of prudence and piety as a wife and mother, 
striving daily to sanctify herself and hef 
household. 

Six children were bom to Hedwiges, and 
after the birth of the last, the Saint induced 
her husband to consent to a mutual vow of 
entire consecration to Grod; and ever after 
they lived as brother and sister during the 
thirty years which passed before the death of 
Henry. 

But great sorrow came to the holy Hed- 
wiges, by reason of the enmity between her 
two elder sons, Henry and Conrad; yet in 
time of trial^ as in time of joy, her whole 
comfort came from heaven, and in faithful 
perseverance in her pious exercises. It was 
about this time that she gay^ up her dowry tit 
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the Duke, in order to induce him to found a 
monastery of Cistercian nuns, at Trebnitz, 
near Breslan, which he endowed sufficiently 
for the maintenance of one thousand inmates 
—one hundred of whom should be religious, 
and the rest young ladies of families which 
had been reduced by adversity, and who might 
here be well educated, and afterwards suffi- 
ciently provided for to settle in the world, un- 
less they desired to take vows in that or any 
other religious house. The building of this con- 
vent was commenced in 1208, being completed 
and the church dedicated in the year 1219. 
Though Hedwiges dwelt in a palace, her life was 
more austere than that of many a professed 
religious ; her fasts and vigils were frequent, 
her mortifications severe, and when compelled 
to travel, she always had thirteen poor 
persons in her company, whom she maintained 
in honour of Christ and His Apostles, always 
waiting on them, and seeing that they were 
well-fed, even though her own meals were of 
the coarsest viands. 
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She often said that she ardently desired to 
have those words of Christ addressed to her 
in the last day : " I was sick and in prison, 
and you visited Me /' and thus she relieved 
and comforted all who were in distress^ seeing 
in them the person of her Lord. 

During the earlier part of her married life> 
though obliged to wear apparel suited to her 
rank^ S. Hedwiges was careful to avoid all 
needless ornament and decoration, and after 
her vow, which made her the spouse of Christ, 
she wore only clothing made of a plain grey 
stuff. After a time the Duke consented to 
her removing to Trebnitz, where she made 
her dwelling near the convent, and occasionally 
asked admittance there for a few days, or 
retreat, during which she followed the rule 
of the community. 

Every day was observed by Hedwiges as a 
fast, excepting Sundays, and great festival?, 
when she perndtted herself two small meals ; 
but during forty years she abstained alto- 
gether from meat, excepting once when in a 

****♦ 10 



146 Stories of fke Saints. 

severe illness, and at a time when there was a 
pestilence raging in Poland, she took a little 
in obedience to the command of the Pope^s 
legate. 

She would go to church through the ice 
and snow, carrying her shoes to put on if she 
saw any one approaching, and caring not 
that her feet left a bloody track upon the 
road, for suffering of every kind was precious 
to her. When her maids, who were far better 
clad, complained of the piercing cold in at- 
tending Hedwiges to church, she never mur- 
mured, but feigned not to perceive it. 
Although her chamber contained a good bed, 
this holy Duchess never used it, choosing 
rather to take her short rest on the ground, 
and spending the greater part of the night in 
prayer. In the year 1238, the Duke died, and 
the nuns of Trebnitz shed many tears at the 
loss of their friend and benefactor; but Hed- 
wiges did not weep because her husband was 
gone, for she said : " Would you oppose the 
Will of God ? Our lives are His, and w© 
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Bhonld find our comfort in wliatever He is 
pleased to ordain^ whether as to our own deaths 
or as to the death of our friends/' 

From that time she wore the habit of the 
nmis^ and lived under the rule of her own 
daughter^ Gertrude, who was then Abbess; 
but she did not take religious vows^ because 
she wished to retain the power of helping 
the poor by alms. 

The humility of S. Hedwiges was deep, 86 
that if any one blamed or reprovidd her, she 
felt it a matter for rejoicing. Once a nun 
said to her : '^ Why do you wear such irags ? 
They ought rather to be given to the poor/' 

''If this habit is the cause of ofEence to 
any one, I am ready to correct my fault," 
replied the Saint; and she at once obtained 
another, though not a new one. 

Three years after her husband's death, the 
eldest son of Hedwiges was killed in battle. 
His piety had won him the title of '' Henry the 
Pious/' and his remains were interred in the 
xshapel of the Franciscan convent at Breslan^ 
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148 Stories of the 8aint$. 

When the news was taken to the Saint, she 
calmly said : ''God has disposed of my son 
according to His good pleasure/^ and raising 
her eyes to heaven, prayed thns: "I thank 
Thee, my God, for having given me a son who 
always loved and honoured me, and never 
gave me the least occasion of displeasure. To 
see him alivo was my great joy, yet I feel a 
stai greater pleasure in seeing him by such a 
death deserve to be united to Thee in the 
kingdom of Thy glory. O God, with my 
whole heart I commend to Thee his dear 
soul/' 

The piety of this Saint drew down many 
heavenly &ivours upon her, and among others 
she was permitted the gift of healing. A 
nun at Trebnits receiving the blessing of 
Hedwiges recovered her sight, though she 
had been perfectly blind; and other similar 
cures were known by her means. In her Ikst 
sickness no one thought that she waa in 
danger, but the Saint was fully conscious of 
itj and begged to receive "Ea^remt "Gmtiafti. 
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Oa &0 l&A of QeUAm, 1248^ Ged was i^ea^ad 

to call her to Himself^ and her remains were 
interred at Trebnitz. In the year 1266^ the 
Saint was canonised by Pope Clement lY.^ 
and then her relics were suitably enshrined. 



S. JEioB^Jdn. 



A.D. 1160. 




ITTLB do we know of the early days 
of this virgin Saint^ except that at 
fourteen years of age she had learned 
to fear the temptations of the Court of the 
King of Sicily, upon whom her father, Sini- 
bald, was in attendance, and therefore she 
resolved to serve God in a life of solitude. 

Among the rocky peaks of Monte Quis- 
quina there were many caverns, and in one 
of these Eosalia took refuge, spending her daya 
in prayer and holy contemplation, far re- 
moved from the pleasures of the world, which 
she had never loved. A legend tells that the 
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maiden was gaided to her lonely retreat by 
two angels in robes of gleaming whiteness; 
but after a while her former associates dis- 
covered her^ and thns she found it necessary 
to conceal herself elsewhere ; and once again 
the heavenly messengers led her np the Monte 
Pellegrino^ near the summit of which she 
found a grotto with so narrow an opening to 
it that few would find it out. Here, then, 
Rosalia made herself a bed of ferns and 
heather, and here she watched and prayed, 
with long stalactites hanging from the low 
roof and showing ghastly white in the 
gloomy cavern. Wild roses and other flowers 
grew on the mountain-side, which Eosalia 
gathered, and twining them into garlands, 
wreathed them round her crucifix as an offer- 
ing to God. It does not seem that the friends 
of this holy maiden came to seek for her more; 
unknown and forgotten by men she lived, and as 
unknown and forgotten she died; and the water 
which fell with ceaseless drip from the roof of 
the grotto gradually encased her in a film of 
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hme, which thickened each year until it became 
a solid block. 

So centuries passed by^ and in 1624 the 
plague was raging in Palermo ; men^ women 
and children were its daily victimsj and it 
seemed that neither tears nor prayers availed 
to stay the progress of the disease. One 
day^ S. Bosalia appeared in vision to a sick 
person^ bidding him make a pilgrimage to the 
summit of Monte Pellegrino if he would be 
cured. He went^ and came back to his home 
restored to perfect health; and telling his 
friends what had happened^ they began to 
think that perhaps the body of the Saint 
might be found in some cavern of the moun- 
tain. 

In the search a block of stalagmite was 
broken^ and within it were found the remains 
of Bosalia^ which were translated to Palermo ; 
and after being solemnly exposed for venera- 
tion^ the plague entirely ceased. A church 
was erected near the cave^ and pilgrims to 
the spo!} are shown the place where the Saint 
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slepfc, and also where the block lay in which 
her body was contained. With it there were 
found a terra-cotta cracifix and a little silver 
cross. 

In the year 1663^ Francis CastagHa^ being, 
as it was supposed, on his death-bed in the 
Jesuit College, at Palermo, had a vision of 
S. Bosalia, who said to him: '^ Francis, I 
have prayed for thee, and thou shalt live,'' 
and he was immediately healed. 

So vivid was the remembrance he had of 
the sweet face of the vision, that he caused 
it to be painted by his description. An en- 
graving of this picture shows a young and 
fair maiden of some eighteen years, whose 
faoe wears a sweet though sad expression, 
and whose long hair falls almost to her feefc, 
while in her hand she holds some of the 
mountain-flowers she wa^ wont to gather when 
she was on earth. 

The festival of S. Rosalia is kept annually 
at Palermo with great honour. 
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A.D. 13ia 

EAVELLERS in the Tyrol hear 
mucli of S. Notteburga, and see 
representations of her in her Ty- 
rolese peasant's dress ; for she was born and 
died at Bottenberg^ near Schwatz^ and is 
highly venerated by the people of that 
part. 

The childish days of Nottebnrga have not 
been described to us^ but at eighteen years 
old we find her entering the service of the 
Count of Eottenberg, and being employed in 
the kitchen. There, in the midst of plenty, 
the Saint thought of those who were familiar 
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with want and care, and her heart being full of 
love to the poor for God's sake, she begged . 
permission to give them what was left of each 
day's dinner, and her master and mistress did 
not refuse her. So we can almost picture this 
Tyrolese maiden distributing the scraps of 
food among the beggars who crowded at the 
gates, feeling, as she ministered to their wants, 
that she was really ministering to the Lord of 
men and angels ; for has He not said, '' Inas- 
much as ye have done it to one of these, My 
least brethren, ye have done it unto Me ?'' 

But time passed, and the Count was suc- 
ceeded by his son, whose wife, Odilia, was 
not pleased with Notteburga's way of giving 
food to the poor, and forbade her continue it. 
So the Saint began to stint herself that she 
might help others, and especially on each 
Friday, when she touched nothing but some 
water and a little piece of bread, giving her 
usual food to those whose need was greatest. 

At length Notteburga was sent away, and 
she sought out a farmer at Eben and entered 
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his service. Bicli meadows lie all around this 
little village^ and here Notteburga went out 
reaping like the rest ; but one Saturday even- 
ings as she was busied thus^ the church bell 
rang the Angelas^ and feeling that Sunday 
was beginning, the Saint laid down her 
IBickle. 

Her master bade her contioue her work ; 
but sh9 gently told him she could not do sp^ 
for it was the time for prayer and thoughts 
of heavenly things; however, he continued to 
command her, and then Notteburga took her 
sickle and threw it high in the air, where it 
hung suspended, as a sign that God approved 
of His servant's refusal to use it again till the 
Sunday was passed. 

While Notteburga remaiued at Eben, the 
Countess Odilia died, whereupon she was re- 
called to Bottenberg, and again placed over 
the kitchen, with permission to relieve the 
poor, whom she loved and pitied. 

There she remained until her death, in the 
forty-eighth year of her age, and when she 
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knew that her end was approaching, she en- 
treated her master to have her body in ' erred 
at Eben. 

So the coffin containing her remains was 
placed in one of the rough carts drawn by 
ozen^ and behind it the Count and his sons 
rode on horseback to the burial of their faith- 
ful servant. When they came to the river, the 
water divided, so that the oxen drew their bur- 
den across a dry path, and stopped to rest at 
Jenbach, where a small chapel was afterwards 
raised to mark the spot. 

At length the procession wound up the 
steep hill, on the summit of which stands the 
church of S. Kupert, and there Notteburga^s 
remains were laid to rest. 

But when miracles began to be worked at 
her intercession, the Tyrolese remembered the 
many signs of sanctity which had marked her 
life, and in due time Notteburga was raised to 
the altars of the church. In 1718 her body 
was disinterred and moved to a more worthy 
shrine in the new church which was erected. 
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The field in which Notteburga was working 
with the reapers is still shown to those who 
visit the little village on the hill-side which 
looks over the beautifol valley of the Inn; 
and in her pictures she is usually represented 
with her sickle in her hand. 
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■UBING- the time when Italy was torn 
with the conflict between G-nelphs 
and Q-hibelUneg, a little child was bom 
at Viterboj who appeu«d to be destined oven 
from infancy, for some nncommon life. We 
hear that even when she dropped crambs 
from her hand, the birds would flatter ronnd, 
and descending, peck fronj the tiny fingers, 
and every one loved the little Bose, who seemed 
like no other child. When old enough to un- 
derstand what she heard, her mother led her 
to the church of the Franciscans, and here 
Bose listened to much concerning the enemies 
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of peace, and became full of horror of the 
Ghibellines, who were antagonistic to the rule 
of the Pope in Borne. 

So the little girl spoke out her thoughts, 
and repeated scraps of what she heard &om 
others, until the Ghibelline party in Viterbo 
turned both her and her parents out of the 
town. 

It was winter-time, and thus the hardships 
of exile were increased tenfold, so that Bose, 
with her father and mother, had to walk 
through deep snow-drifts to reach Soriano, 
which was the nearest place where they could 
6btain shelter] audit seems that the parents 
were somewhat vexed with the child who had 
been the cause of disturbing them from their 
home. But Bose herself was in nowise cast 
down ; and as they trudged along the wearying 
roads, she encouraged her parents by saying 
that they were suffering in a good cause. 

Arriving at Soriano, tbeiy obtained some 
hmnble lodging, and in her sleep this child 
dreamed that an angel came to her side telling 
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her that there was good hope for the Guelphs. 
When morning came she told her dream in? 
the town, and in a few days news came of the 
death of the Emperor Frederick, who headed 
the Grhibelline faction, so that Bose was looked 
upon as a yonng prophetess. Her fiither 
and mother did not long remain at Soriano, 
and made their way to Vitorchiano, where 
Bose addressed every one on the theme 
which occupied her whole thoughts, because 
on it the interests of the Church seemed to 
depend. It is hard for us to picture how the 
excitement of party spirit raged in the cities 
pf Italy at that time, and therefore almost 
impossible to realise how a child of ten years 
old should raise her voice on such questions, 
and find many to listen either with sympathy 
or with opposition. 

But those were strange times from which 
Bome emerged as conqueror at last ; and little 
Bose of Yiterbo seemed used as a special in- 
strument by God to plead the cause of right 
before those who perhaps might not havfi 
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heeded one who was older. B«t »b Vkor- 
chiano there was a woman advocating the 
canse of the Emperor and the Ghibellines as 
londly as the child conld talk of the Gnelphs 
and the Pope^ bnt Rose wiu3 not abashed. 

'' I defy you to a contest/' she said. '' For 
twenty days I will l^eep a isai, and yet my 
body shall not be wasted. Do the same if 
yon can.'' 

The woman was very indignant^ and said 
that a wolf (Ghuelph) could fast with ease; so 
then Bose ran to the priests of the city^ en- 
treating that a fire might be kindled through 
which God would enable her to walk unin- 
jured. 

She had her will^ and the bells were rung 
to call the citizens together to behold the 
sight; and when the child had been some 
minutes in the flames she came forth perfectly 
uninjured. 

After some time^ Bose and her parents were 
allowed to go back to ViterbOj whereupon 
she begged to be receiyed into a conyest of 
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Poor Clares, Tixe imng refused lier admission^ 
perhaps as a trials and tHen Bose said : '' Al- 
thongh you reject me Kving, you will receiye 
me when I am dead/' 

At the age of fifteen years this remarkable 
girl died, and was buried in the church of 
S. Maria, in Podio. But afterwards she was 
permitted to appear in vision to Pope Alex- 
ander lY., urging him to have her removed 
to the convent of Poor Clares in Yiterbe^ 
which he did. S. Bose was canoiused ia ths 
year 1457, and her body remains iao&aviflb, 
and is in the church of Yiterbo at the present 
day. 



11^2 





A.D. 137a 

RlDGET was the daughter of a Prince 

of Sweden, and his wife was also 

' ■■■' . 

noble, being descended from the 
kings of the Goths; but they possessed that 
piety which is more to be esteemed than 
rank or honour, and their chief desire for 
their child was that she should become a 
faithful servant of God. This good mother 
dying while Bridget was yet in her infancy, 
the little child was trained by her aunt, who 
was also singularly pious and devout. 

We hear that Bridget was marvellously free 
from the ordinary faults and passions of child- 
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Eood, never known to be eitHer disobedient^ 
envious, or unkind to any one. 

When slie was ten years of age she heard a 
sermon upon the Passion of Christ, and it 
made so deep an impression upon her mind, 
that she could turn it to no other subject. The 
night following, it seemed to her that she saw 
our Divine Lord hanging on His Cross covered 
with wounds from which the blood streamed 
down, while His voice said to her : ^' Look 
upon me. My daughter. '^ 

'^Alas! my ILotd," answered Bridget, 
.'' who have thus treated Thee V^ 

And with an expression of unutterable 
sorrow the Saviour said : ''They who despise 
Me and are insensible to My love for them.'' 

We may well understand that the little girl 
of ten years never forgot this vision, never 
forgot the voice of love, the look of woe; and 
from that time Bridget could scarce think of 
what had happened without shedding tears. 
' At sixteen years of age her father gave her 
in inarriage to Ulpho of Sweden, who ims but 
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two years Iier senior; and having Muxdled 
themselves in the Third Order of S. FrandSj 
this pions young couple lived in their dweOing 
with the order and regularity they might have 
observed in a monastery. Eight children were 
bom to them^ and then the husband and wife 
vowed themselves wholly to Grod^ and renounc- 
ing worldly position^ used their goods for the 
poor, and built a hospital for the sick^ whom 
they constantly waited upon. They then to* 
gather went on pilgrimage to Compostella, 
but on their return Ulpho became ill at Arms. 
In answer to the prayer of Bridget he was 
however restored to perfect health, though 
this did not long continue, and arriving in 
Sweden he died in the Cistercian Monastery 

of Aloastre. 

His holy widow now lived more closely in 
the penitential way she had long desired; 
dividing her husband's estates among her 
children she forgot the world, and covering 
her head with a veil and girding herself with 
a knotted cord^ she redoubled her austerities 
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and pions exercises. The great monastery of 
Wastein was bnilt by her^ and in it she placed 
sixty nuns. There was a separate enclosure 
for friars, thirteen of whom were priests, four 
deacons, and eight lay-brothers, and she pre- 
scribed for them the rule of S. Angnstine^ 
with certain constitutions which are supposed 
to haye been specially dictated to her by Christ 
in a vision, although this is not set forth as 
&ct in the bull of her canonisation. When 
S. Bridget had herself spent two years in 
the monastery, she went on a pilgrimage to 
Bome to pray at the tomb of the Apostles. 
She visited the churches and hospitals, and 
was soon reputed as a Saint by those who 
witnessed her devotion, her penitential life, 
and also her deep humility. 

During the last thirty years of her life 
the Sunt went every day to confession, com- 
municating several days in the week, and this 
use of the Sacraments brought continual sup- 
plies of grace to a soul already greatly favoured 
by God, 
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The revelations accorded to S. Bridget were 
botli numerous and wonderfal^ and many were 
written at her dictation by a Swedish Cister- 
cian monk, who was her confessor, and accom- 
panied her in her journeys and pilgrimages. 
This book was examined by order of a council 
and approved of as very profitable for the use 
of Catholics, though the assent of &iith in them 
is not required. The most beautiful thought 
in connection with thesiD visions is that Bridget 
always submitted her judgment concerning 
them with perfect simplicity; nor did she ever 
esteem herself more highly because the Al- 
mighty treated her with such special good- 
ness. 

The intense love which this Saint felt towards 
Our Lord, caused her to make a pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land, where — ^tracing His footsteps 
and musing on His sufferings— she shed floods 
of tears. Beturning again to Bome, she 
dwelt there one year; but it was iei time af 
great physical sufferings and as she felt her 
end approach she summoned her daughter 
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Catherine and her son Birger to receive her 
last instructions. 

Then, lying on sackcloth, the last Sacra- 
ments were administered to her, and the 
holy Bridget expired happily on the 23rd July, 
1373, being seventy-one years old. 

Her body was interred in the church of S. 
Lawrence in Panis-Periia, but a year later it 
was translated to her monastery in Sweden by 
the wish of her surviving children. 





A.D. 1323. 

ELZEAR was bom in his father's an- 
cestral castle, at Ansois, in the year 
1295, and his mother's first act, as 
she held her little son in her arms, was to 
entreat God to bless him, and to grant that 
he might die in his infancy rather than live 
to offend his Maker. With holy parents to 
watch over his early years, to pray for him 
and to keep him pure and innocent, we find 
that Elzear was a pious and holy child, and 
so eager to bestow alms on the poor, that his 
nurses and governesses were obliged to have 
money and bread always at hand for the relief 
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of tHose who asked liim. Wflliaxn of Sabran^ 
liis uncle^ was Abbot of S. Victor's^ at Mar- 
seilles^ and tinder bis care Elsear was edii;<* 
cated^ when of sufficient age to leare bis 
mother and begin a course of study. Thongb 
so yonngj he began to use great aadterildet, 
wearing a knotted cord which galled hii iesh^ 
for which the Abbot sometimes reproved bin* 

When Ekear was ten years old^ Charles II. 
of Sicily caused him to be affianced to Del- 
phina of Olandeves^ who was twelve years of 
age, and three years later the marriage Was 
solemnised. But this youthful bride and 
bridegroom resolved to live as brother and 
sister, consecrating themselves to Grod, and 
giving themselves wholly to Him as if they 
had embraced a religious life. 

At the age of twenty-^three, Elzear inherited 
the wealth of his parents, who had both been 
removed by death; but he felt that he was 
the steward of the Lord, and that all he 
possessed must be used for the relief of the 
poor and distressed, and the advancement of 
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religion. "^ Every day. he was accastomed to 
recite the Divine Office, and almost daily did 
he receive Holy Commnnion with the greatest 
devotion, striving to become more and more 
conformed, to the likeness of that Divine 
Master Who condescended to be his guest. '' I 
do not think a man can enjoy in this life 
any pleasure equal to that which I feel in 
the Holy Communion/' he would say to 
Delphina ; and God favoured him with many 
spiritual consolations, with frequent raptures, 
and an habitual union with Hiniself, which he 
never lost, while occupied in necessary business. 
Whole nights would Elzear pass in prayer, but 
it was this constant waiting upon God which 
msiAe himso wi^e in the government of his 
affairs, so faithful in every duty pertaining to 
his state of life. 

He drew up a code of excellent rules for 
the observance of his household, which we 
Cannot here give at length, but which were 
Calculated to promote habits of piety in those 
who were round him. In them, he requires 
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tbat. no one shall neglect to hear Mass 
daily, to confess each week> and communicate 
at the chief festivals. But thoagh he insisted 
on a due time spent in prayery he did not 
permit a neglect of business/ for he says : 
f. Away with those who are perpetually in the 
church to avoid the business of their employ- 
ment. This they do, not because they have 
contemplation, but because they desire to have 
their work done for them. The life of the 
pious woman as described by the Holy Ghost, 
is not only to pray well, but also t6 be modest 
and obedient^ to ply her work diligently and 
to take good care of the household. The ladies 
fihall pray and read in the mornings, but shall 
spend the aftemooiis at some work/' And 
then this servant of God goes on to say : 
" Whoever will well serve God^ he shall be 
.dear to me ; but I will never endure him who 
declares himself an enemy of God.'' 

While thus piously advifflng and command<- 
ing his household, S . Elzear was careful to give 
personal example in every point required of 
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ottierB ; and Df Iplium. agredd m nil his yi&ws, 
paad et<roFe like Mm to ndvanca oo&tiiittally ia 
htha afirnce ol Gt>d. Among her servants 
cshe was as a mother with her children^ while 
cthey looked up to her as a Saint. 
;M S. Ekear went daily to the hospitals^ and 
dc^pecially to those of lepers; every morning 
an^ washed tiie feet of twelve poor men^ and 
the'aited with his own hands upon those who 
Dtwne to his gate to be fed. One day he was 
sTasked the reason of his excessive love for 
beggars. " Because the bo«om of the poor is 
the treasury of Jesus Christ^'' he replied. 

Having to go into the kingdom of Naples 
to take possession of his estates there^ many 
revolted against the Saints despising him for 
his meekness^ and refiudng to acknowledge 
him^ but he refused to overcome them in any 
other way than by paiaence and meekness. 
When remonstrated with, and advised to 
^mplpy force, he said: ''If I receive any 
^SxojA 9v feel ««iy movement of impatieaee 
•irifiipg in W \iw^ Z turn all nf tiaonglits 
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to Jesus Crucified^ saying to myself : ^' Can 
what I sufEer bear any comparison with what 
Jesus Christ was pleased to undergo for me V 

While compelled to remain some time in 
Italy, Elzear wrote thus to Delphina : ^' You 
desire to hear often of me. Go often to visit 
our amiable Lord Jesus Christ in the Most 
Holy Sacramentj enter in spirit His Sacred 
Heart. You know that to be my constant 
dwelling, and you will always find me there/^ 

Not long after his return to Ansois, S. 
Elzear, and also S. Delphina, having received 
the Holy Eucharist, publicly made that vow 
of perpetual chastity which had been so long 
made by Delphina to God in secret, and by 
His grace so faithfully kept, and as &ithf ully 
by Elzear, even without vow. 

The honour of knighthood was conferred 
upon Elzear ; he being called to Italy to re- 
ceive it, and then King Robert made him 
governor to his son Charles, the Duke of 
Calabria, who under such care became a pious 
and virtuous prince. 
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Being sent as ambassador to Paris, when 
the hand of Mary of Valois was asked in 
Baarriage by the young Duke, S. Elzear then 
became seriously ill. He had already made 
a will, bequeathing certain properties to Del- 
phina, to his brother, and many convents 
and hospitals ; therefore he had no worldly 
cares to interrupt him in his preparations 
for death. 

Upon the occasion of making his public 
vow of chastity three years before this fatal 
sickness, Elzear had been enrolled in the Third 
Order of S. Francis, so he made a general 
confession to the provincial of the Franciscans, 
and made confession daily during his illness. 
Many tears did this Saint shed for his of- 
fences against God, and yet his confessors 
have said that he had never committed a 
mortal sin. When Holy Viaticum was given 
him, he exclaimed : ''This is my hope, in this 
I desire to die /' and on the 28rd September, 
1823, his pure soul passed gentiy away^ hp 
being in the twenty«eighth year of his age« 
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The body of S. Elzear was placed in the 
Church of the Franciscan Friars, at Apt, 

S. Delphina lived for many years in the 
practice of prayer and penance, and in ardent 
charity, and dying at seventy -six years 
of age, was buried in the same tomb where 
the remains of her husband had been laid 
so long. 



***** ^^ 




S. -SlBatinth, ©.S.1. 



j HYACINTH was born in the year 
1185, in the castle of Sasiony, in 
Silesia, and was fortunate in pos- 
sessing parents who carefully watched over 
his childhood, and implanted those Christian 
principles which preserved him pure and in- 
nocent iu the time when temptations came to 
him. 

After studying at Cracow, Prague, and 
Bologna, Hyacinth took the degree of doctor, 
and returning to the Bishop of Cracow, was 
made prebendary of bis cathedral, and assist- 
ant in many of the affairs of the diocese. 
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Mach as Hyacinth was occupied, he gave his 
chief time to prayer and the visiting and 
relief of the sick ; and all the money he re- 
ceived from the cathedral was given in alms 
to the poor. 

In the year 1218, Yvo had succeeded to the 
bishopric, and being about to visit Borne took 
with him his nephew Hyacinth, and it was 
there they met with S. Dominic, and became 
eye-witnesses of the sanctity of his life and 
the many miracles he wrought by the power 
of God. It was thus that S. Hyacinth as well 
as his brother Ceslas received the Dominican 
habit in the Convent of S. Sabina, in the 
March of 1218, and by a special dispensation 
were allowed to make their solemn vows at 
the end of only a six months' novitiate. 

Hyacinth was then appointed Superior of 
the mission in Poland, receiving every proof 
of respect and affection as in the company of 
his uncle Yvo he travelled through Austria, 
Moravia, and Silesia. 

Arriving at Cracow, the first sermons 

12—2 
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preached by S. Hyacinth were most success- 
ful in converting many to God, and in inducing 
careless Christians to a more fervent spirit of 
prayer and charity, and a frequent use of the 
sacraments. The eloquence of Hyacinth would 
however have availed but little had it not been 
accompanied by many proofs of his own sanctity 
of life, and his wonderful spirit of prayer; the 
miracles wrought by him also made great im- 
pression on the hearts of men, although 
the "Saint tried to conceal them, from 
humility. 

We hear that once when he came with three 
companions to the banks of the Vistula, desir- 
ing to cross over to Wisgrade, where S. Hya- 
cinth was about to preach, the current was so 
strong that the boatmen refused to venture. 
Upon this the Saint made the sign of the 
Cross above the rapid river, and stepping 
boldly on it, walked across as swiftly and as 
easily as if it had been diy land. This was 
seen by the multitude awaiting him on the 
opposite bank, who listened reverently to 
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the teaching of one whom God favoured so 
highly. 

When Hyacinth had preached in the chief 
cities of Poland^ he undertook to carry the 
Gospel to the North, for he was penetrated 
with that missionary zeal which has ever dis- 
tinguished the true sons of S. Dominic. 
However difficult and even dangerous the 
journey, it seemed to the Saint a labour of 
love, because it was all for God. Many were 
the reKgious houses of his Order which he 
founded, and then passing on to fresh efforts 
left his disciples to sustain and perfect that 
which had been begun. 

During these journeys through barbarous 
nations, exposed to so many hardships, we might 
expect that the Saint would not see it neces- 
sary to add voluntary austerities to those 
which came to him in the course of his work, 
and yet we find that he never dispensed him- 
self from the perpetual abstinence of his rule, 
and that on all Fridays and vigils he would take 
no other food than a little bread and water. 
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At Kiow— then the capital of both Rnssias 
— Hyacinth founded a large convent, and was 
successful in converting so many to the Chris- 
tian faith, that a spirit o£ persecution began 
to animate those who were not Catholics, that 
they tried to terrify the converts by threats. 
But Grod took the punishment of His enemies 
into His own hands, for the Tartars came and 
besieged Kiow, and setting fire to it reduced 
it to ashes. During this time of horror S. 
Hyacinth passed through the streets already 
partly in flames and streaming with the blood 
of the slain, and carrying the Ciborium in one 
hand, and in the other the image of the Blessed 
Virgin, passed safely over the river Dnieper. 

Being once more at Cracow, he continued 
for two years in the Convent of the Holy 
Trinity, still preaching in the town and the 
surrounding country. He next set forth on 
a visitation of all his convents among the 
Danes, Swedes, Prussians, and the Muscovites, 
and went to preach to the Tartars also, after- 
wards penetrating Cumania, which was Ibng 
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considered as the most barbarous of all infidel 
nations. 

In the year 1257, the Saint returned to 
Cracow after a journey of some four chousand 
leagues. He was now seventy-two years of 
age, and God^s purpose was soon to summon 
him to his rest. It was then that a young 
nobleman was accidentally drowned in cross- 
ing the river on his return from asking 
Hyacinth to come and preach to his vassals. 
His mother had the corpse laid at the feet 
of the Saint whom she implored to pity her 
distress; he then prayed fervently to God, 
and taking the young man by the hand re- 
stored him to life. 

Upon the 14th of August in that year, it 
was revealed to Hyacinth that he should be 
released from the body upon the coming day 
— the Assumption of Our Lady. This news 
gave him great joy, and calling his brethren 
round him, he begged them to live in charity 
and humility of heart, and to esteem poverty 
as a priceless treasure. 
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Upon the morning of tlie Festival the Saint 
assisted at Matins and at the Holy Sacrifice^ 
and kneeling on the altar steps received the 
Body and Blood of Christ. 

A few hours later he died in perfect peace, 
having reached the age of seventy-four years. 
S. Hyacinth was canonised by Pope Clement 
VIII. in the year 1594; some of his relics are 
preserved in a chapel built at Cracow in his 
honour, but some are enshrined in the church 
of the Dominicans at Paris, where they were 
deposited by Anne of Austria, who had ob- 
tained them from Ladislaus, King of Poland. 




S. tionabentttta. 



■HIS sainted CEurdinal, Bishopj and 
Doctor of the Churcli, was bom in 
Tuscany, daring the year 1221, 
being given in bapfcism the name of John. 
At fear yeara old the child became bo ill 
that his life was despaired of, to the great 
distress of his pious mother, who going to 
TJmbria knelb at the feet of S. Francis of 
Assiei, begging him to ask of God the re- 
storation of her little son. The Saint was 
moved to pity at the sight of the mother's 
grief, and praying to 6od obtained for her 
what she desired, so that the child became 
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strcmger than ever lie had been before. It 
was also permitted S. Francis to foresee the 
future holiness of this little hoj, so that he 
cried out, " 0, buona ventura I" And after- 
wards the child was known hj the name of 
Bonayentura, rather than John. In token of 
her gratitude the happy mother vowed her 
son to God, and redoubled her care of him, so 
that he should learn nothing but good, and be- 
come familiar even in his childish days with 
the practice of virtue. 

In 1243, having reached the age of twenly- 
two years, Bonaventura received the habit of 
S. Francis, and was soon after sent to Paris to 
complete his studies. He became proficient 
in the philosophy of the schools, but referring 
all his studies to the glory of God, he did not 
become absorbed in them to the neglect of 
prayer and meditation. 

One day S. Thomas Aquinas paid a visit to 
the Saint, and during their conversation asked 
him in what books he had learned sacred 
science. Bonaventura pointed to his crucifix. 
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'* There/' said lie> " is the source of my know- 
ledge. I stndy only Jesns Christ and Him 
cmoified/' 

Though the austerities of S. Bonayentura 
were great and constant^ his &ce always 
looked cheerful^ for he possessed that peace 
of soul which cannot be shaken by exterior 
things. Much did he love the service of the 
sick, choosing to help those whose disorders 
were the most contagious or loathsome^ so 
that he incurred considerable risk of his own 
life. 

But while the virtues of S. Bonaventura 
shone like a bright light which could not be 
hidden^ his own eyes discerned nothing but 
his many sins and imperfections^ for in his 
humility he deemed himself unworthy of any 
of God's favours^ and many were the tears he 
shed over his state. Sometimes he would 
absent himself from Holy Communion^ 
though he most ardently longed to receive 
his Lord^ because he deemed himself unworthy 
of so great a joy. On one occasion^ when he 
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was hearing Mass and meditating upon the 
Passion^ Oar Lord sent an angel to put within 
his lips part of the consecrated Host taken 
from the priesf s hand, and ever afterwards 
he felt encouraged to communicate according 
to his desire. 

When S. Bonaventura prepared to be or- 
dained a priest he began to add to his prayers, 
his fastings and vigils, that so he might be 
more fitted for such an office, and afterwards 
he devoted himself to the salvation of souls 
with great zeal. In 1256 S. Thomas and S. 
Bonaventura were invited to take the Doctor^s 
cap, but the humility of both was such that 
it was with difficulty arranged which should 
take precedence in receiving it. 

S. Louis of France felt a deep affection for 
S. Bonaventura, and begged him to compile 
an Office of the Passion of Christ for his special 
use. His book on " The Government of the 
Soul,^* and his '^ Meditations,^* were written 
at the request of cerbain devout persons at 
the court. 
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In 1256, Bonaventura was chosen General 
of his Order, though but thirty-five years 
of age, and when the news of the appointment 
reached him, he shed many tears, and prostrate 
on the ground begged the light of the Holy 
Ghost to direct him. At that time the Fran- 
ciscan Order was troubled by dissensions; 
some of the friars desiring a stricter rule, 
while others as strongly counselled mitiga- 
tions; but when S. Bonaventura came to 
Bome he contrived to restore union amongst 
them. Just at this time a book was written 
inveighing against the Mendicant Orders in 
the Church, but Bonaventura replied to it in 
a work entitled "The Poverty of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ,*' and gained a complete victory. 

In the year 1260 the Saint assembled a 
general Chapter at Narbonne, giving a new 
form to the old Constitutions, and adding 
some rules, reduced them altogether into 
twelve chapters. It was at the request of 
the assembled friars that Bonaventura under- 
took to write the life of S. Francis. On leaving 



190 Stories of the Saints. 

Narbonne he went to be present at the dedi- 
cation of a church at Mount Alyerno^ an^ 
while in Italy he visited the little oratory Tjrhere 
the Great Saint of his Order had received the 
Stigmata^ and other spots of interest connected 
with him, thus preparing to write the life more 
fully, and to set forth in it the spirit of S. 
Francis. It was while S, Bonaventura was 
employed on this work, that S. Thomas found 
him in his cell in a state of ecstasy, raised 
above the ground; quietly retiring, he ex- 
claimed : ^^ Let us leave a Saint to write for a 
Saint/' 

It was at a Chapter held at Assisi that Bo- 
naventura ordered the Angelic Salutation to 
be recited at six o'clock every evening. In 
1276 the Saint left Italy for Paris, where he 
wrote a work called " A Pious Exposition of 
the Creation,'' and had but just finished it when 
he heard that he was nominated Cardinal^ 
and an order had been given for his immediate 
appearance at Bome. Two Nuncios were sent 
forward to meet him^bearing the Oardmal'skttt, 
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and they found the Saint resting at the Francis- 
can monastery some four leagues from Flo- 
rence, busily employed in washing up dishes. 
Without leaving off his work he quietly begged 
them to hang the hat on a tree, as his hands 
were not in a condition to touch it, and then 
to walk in the garden until he had completed 
his task. 

When Gregory X. assembled a general 
Council at Lyons, S. Bonaventura was present, 
and between the second and third sessions 
found leisure for preaching and for establishing 
a confraternity under the special patronage of 
the Blessed Virgin. During the fourth session, 
however, he was taken ill, so that he could no 
longer attend to business, and gave himself 
up to prayer in preparation for death. The 
Pope himself administered to him the Sacra- 
ment of Extreme Unction, and on the 15th 
July, 1274, Bonaventura calmly and happily 
expired, being fifty-three years of age. 

In 1494 the body of the Saint was trans- 
lated to the Franciscan church at Lyons ; but 
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some of the bones are preserved in other 
churches. In 1628, Lyons was visited by 
plagne, but when the relics of Bonaventura 
were carried out in procession the disorder 
began to abate, and soon disappeared alto- 
gether. 

Many of the Saint's writings are preserved 
to us, in which we may see how the love of God 
penetrated his heart, and how great was his 
devotion to the Passion of Christ, nor can the 
story of his life be more fitly closed than by 
one of his devout prayers : 

" Jesus, "Who for my sake hast not par- 
doned Thyself, do Thou so impress upon me 
Thy Passion that wheresoever I turn, I may 
behold Thy Wounds, and find no repose but 
in Thee and in the contemplation of Thy suffer- 
ings/' Amen, 




S. Wxomne ^cpxxn^s. 



A.V. 1274. 




HE last words which this great Saint 
spoke to those around his bed^ seem 
to give us the secret of his life of 
singular holiness and fidelity from its earliest 
commencement to its close : '^ Be assured that 
he who shall always walk feithfuUy in God^s 
presence, always ready to give Him an account 
of all his actions, shall never be separated 
from Him by consenting to sin/' 

In that constant recollection had S. Thomas 
been dwelling from the day when, as a little 
child of five years, he was placed under the 
monks of Monte Cassino ; and they saw with 
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surprise and joy that the impatience, anger, 
and other ordinary faults of children had no 
place in him, that God's grace seemed to fill 
his heart, and that his natural talent was even 
surpassed by his disposition towards piety and 
virtue. 

Of illustrious family, his parents desired that 
he should prize nobility of birth far less than 
holiness of life, and thus they placed him with 
those who should best instil the love and 
knowledge of God into his heart. 

When S. Thomas was ten years old, the 
Abbot of Monte Cassino advised his father to 
send him for further study to some univer- 
sity, but first of all the Count took him to 
stay awhile with his mother at their home 
near Loretto. 

Here the boy was both the wonder and the 
admiration of the household, for though there 
was much company, and his life was so dif- 
ferent to what he had been accustomed, he 
seemed as recollected as if he were still dwell- 
ing in the monastery, speaking as little as 
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possible, and spending his time in prayer or 
serious reading. It was his happiness too to 
seek out the poor and needy, and give them 
help j for this purpose he distributed his own 
meals among the hungry, until his father 
heard of it and allowed him to dispense alms 
at the gate to all who applied for aid, which 
permission caused Thomas the greatest joy. 
The Countess, seeing how pure and innocent 
was the mind of her little son, feared the 
risk of placing him in a college lest he 
might be led astray by evil influence, but her 
husband was resolved on sending him to 
Naples, where a university had lately been 
opened. In the midst of danger this holy 
child seems to have kept himself spotless, 
shunning all whom he perceived were not 
virtuous, and praying earnestly to God to pre- 
serve him from evil. As he grew up towards 
manhood, he shunned those amusements which 
so frequently harm the soul, and spent his 
leisure in the quiet of his chamber, praying 
and meditating on holy things. His chief 

13—2 
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friend was a very holy priest of the Order of 
S. Dominic, and his words so inflamed the 
heart of S. Thomas with an increasing love 
of God, that he conceived a desire to give 
himself wholly to the Divine service in that 
Order. 

"When the Count, his father, was told of this 
desire, he refused to agree to it, but the 
Saint being assured that it was God^s call, 
knew that it must be obeyed, even before the 
voice of an earthly parent, and therefore at 
his earnest entreaty he received the Dominican 
habit at Naples, in 1243, when he was about 
seventeen years old. 

The Countess Theodora sent a messenger to 
•urge him to give up such a state of life, and 
set out to visit him for the same purpose, 
whereupon S. Thomas begged his Superiors 
to remove him. They did so, sending him 
first to Rome, and afterwards to Paris j but 
two of his brothers who were commanders in 
the enemy^s guard, seized him on the road 
near Acqua-pendente, and after striving vainly 
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to pull off his habit, took him to Eocca-Secca, 
the seat of his father. The Countess now 
used persuasions and tears to turn her son 
from his desire for the life of a religious, but 
he remained firm and unshaken, so that grow- 
ing angry, she ordered him to be closely con- 
fined, and allowed him to see no one but his 
two sisters. 

This solitude was very welcome to the 
Saint, for it gave him time for prayer ; but it 
was interrupted by the arrival of his brothers, 
who shut him up in a tower of the castle, tore 
his habit into shreds, and even sent a wicked 
person to him to try and tempt him to sin. 
Snatching up a burning brand from the fire, 
S. Thomas drove this creature from his pre- 
sence, and then kneeling in prayer thanked 
God for helping him, and begged grace ever 
to remain faithful to his vow of entire purity 
and self -consecration. It was then that, falling 
into a sleep, he was visited by two angels, 
who seemed to gird him so tightly round the 
waist with a cord that the pressure awoke 
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him ; but tliis favour from Heayen he carefully 
concealed for some thirty years, and then in 
telling it to his confessor, added that from that 
time he had never felt tempted by any impure 
thought or imagination. 

For a year or more, S, Thomas suffered this 
cruelty at the hands of his friends, and then 
they began to relent, seeing his great patience. 

The Dominicans of Naples being told that 
his mother was willing to help her holy son to 
escape, went to Rocca-Secca, where Thomas 
was let down from the tower in a strong 
basket, and so accompanied them back to his 
brethren, who received him joyfully. 

A year from this time he made his profession 
there; but his mother renewed her complaints 
to Pope Innocent IV., and he sent for S. 
Thomas, in order to examine him as to whether 
his was a true vocation, and finding every 
sign that God had called him to His im- 
mediate service, the disputed question was set 
at rest by the Pope^s entire approbation. 
S. Thomas now went from Bome to Paris^ 
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and afterwards to Cologne, where lie continued 
his Studies, but so concealing his progress and 
his talents, through motives of humility, that 
his companions mockingly called him "the 
dumb ox/' However, his brilliant powers of 
intellect could not long remain undiscovered, 
especially by his masters; but applause and 
admiration had no ill effect upon S. Thomas, 
who was already so well-grounded in the 
virtue of humility. One day when it was his 
business to read at table, the corrector by 
mistake told him to read a word wrongly, and 
S. Thomas obeyed, though he was aware 
of the error. When others spoke of it, and 
said he had been foolish to admit the correc- 
tion, the Saint answered : " It matters not how 
a word is pronounced, but to practise on all 
occasions humility and obedience is of the 
greatest importance/' 

In the year 1248, S. Thomas was appointed 
to teach at Cologne, and he then commenced 
publishing his first work. It was then, also, that 
he began with increased prayer and holy mor- 
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tification to prepare himself for tlie priest- 
hood. 

The devotion of S. Thomas to the Blessed 

Sacrament was of no ordinary kind; long did 
he kneel before it in the day, long honrs also 
were given in prayer in that Divine Presence 
during the hours of the night, and the love 
there enkindled shone in his every look and 
word. 

In October, 1257, the Saint was made 
Doctor of Divinity, and a year later was called 
upon to give his judgment in a question of 
great importance, about which the opinion of 
the professors of the Paris University was 
divided. Before giving utterance to any deci- 
sion, the young doctor applied himself to 
prayer, and then writing his treatise carried 
it to the church, and laying it upon the altar 
offered it thus to God. 

S. Louis, the holy King of France, had a 
deep respect for S. Thomas, and frequently 
sought his counsel even in matters concerning 
the state. 
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In 1261, Pope Urban IV. summoned the 
Saint to Bome, where lie taught and preached 
as he also did in Naples, Bologna, Viterbo, 
and many other cities. There were two Eab- 
bins of the Jewish Church who had held a 
lengthy conference with S. Thomas, and re- 
mained obstinate in their unbelief, but agreed 
to resume the discussion upon the coming 
day. 

After leaving them, the Saint repaired to 
the foot of the altar, and there prayed during 
the entire night for their conversion; and in 
the morning the Rabbins sought him, begging 
to be baptised Christians, while many others 
followed their example. 

In the year 1263, the general chapter of 
the Doninicans was held in London, and S. 
Thomas being present, soon afterwards ob- 
tained permission to relinquish his teaching, 
and thus be more able to live a retired life. 
Many ecclesiastical preferments were ofEered 
him, but never could he be prevailed to accept 
of any. 
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For several znontlia before his deaths S. 
Thomas laid aside his writings and fixed his 
whole mind on 6od^ and thoughts of the life 
to come. 

A general conncil had been convoked by 
Pope Gregory X.^ and having been directed to 
repair to it the Saint set out for Naples^ though 
very mach out of health. 

This was at the close of the month of 
January^ in 1274^ and he had for his com- 
panion his friend Father Reynold of Piperno. 
On his way S. Thomas rested at the Castle of 
Magenza^ the residence of his niece ; but here 
his illness increased^ and he felt sure that his 
end was not far distant. 

However, this conviction in nowise hindered 
him from continuing his journey until an 
increase of fever compelled him .to stop at the 
Cistercian Abbey of Fossa-Nuova. Here^ he 
went at once before the Blessed Sacrament^ and 
began to pray with great fervour; and passing 
thence into the cloister he was lodged in the 
Abbot's cell^and lay there for nearly a month. 
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Daring his illness he was continually speak- 
ing of eternity and his longing for God's 
presence, saying in the words of Augustine : 
'^ Then shall I truly live, when I shall be quite 
filled with Thee and Thy love. Now am I a 
burden to myself, because I am not entirely 
filled with Thee/' 

Having made a general confession of his 
whole life to Father Reynold, he asked for 
Viaticum, and while awaiting it begged to be 
laid on the floor upon ashes. When he saw 
the Sacred Host in the hand of the priest, he 
made aloud a profession of faith in the Eeal 
Presence, and all other tenets of the Roman 
Church; then, with loving adoration, received 
his Lord, and remained on the ashes while 
making his thanksgiving. 

As he grew rapidly weaker, he now received 
Extreme Unction, and after thanking the 
Abbot and monks of Fossa-Nuova for their 
charity to him, he began to pray, and a little 
after midnight, it being the 7th of March, 
1274, he departed this life, being then forty- 
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eight years of age. A vast ooncoarse of 
people assembled at the funeral of the Saint^ 
and several persons were ciired by his inter- 
cession, and by his relics. Many universities, 
princes, and religious Orders, begged to 
have the remains of S. Thomas entrusted to 
their keepings and at length Pope Urban V. 
decided that it should be given to the Do- 
minicans, to carry to Paris or to Toulouse. 
They decided on removing it to the last-named 
city, where it rests in a rich shrine in the 
Dominican church there. 

/ The Saint was solemnly canonised in the 
year 1323, and in 1567 Pope Pius V. decreed 
that his festival should be kept with the same 
honour paid to the festivals of the four doctors 
of the Western Church. One very beautiful 
story is told of the desire of S.Thomas for God, 
and God alone. At Naples, while busied with 
the writing which made his name so eminent, 
he was seen one day raised from the ground 
in ecstasy while he prayed, and a voice from 
the crucifix said to him : ^^ Thomas, thou hast 
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well written of Me; what recompense dost 
thou desire V^ 

The Saint answered : ^^ No other than Thy- 
self, Lord/' 

The hymn of S, Thomas Aquinas is well- 
known to all of us, ^^Adoro te devoto/' 
breathing the spirit of faith and love in the 
Blessed Sacrament; that "thirst ^' after Jesus 
was satisfied indeed, when the Saint entered 
into the unspeakable glory of heaven, and it 
was his happiness to see his Lord, no longer 
veiled under the appearance of bread and 
wine, but radiant and beautiful as the light 
of the celestial city, which — because He is 
there — ■" hath no need of the sun, nor of the 
moon to shine in it/' 

*^^0 ^^0 ^^0 ^^# 

^* ^* ^^ ^^ 

" Jesus ! whom for the present veiled I see 
What I so thirst for, oh vouchsafe to me 
That I may see Thy countenance unfolding, 
And may be blest Thy glory in beholding." 




S. (Eaj5imir. 



A.D. 1433. 




{HEBE liave been many Saints who 
have valned the love and grace of 
God above earthly rank and earthly 
possessions^ and who in the midst of the 
temptations which necessarily attend power 
and inflnence^ have learned to die to them- 
selves ; and among those blessed servants of 
Christ is Gasimir^ Prince of Poland. 

He was one of a large family of children 
bom to Gasimir III.^ King of Poland^ and his 
wife Elizabeth of Anstria^ and was of a pions 
and devout nature^ even from infancy. Hap- 
pily this young prince was placed under the 
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care of a holy tutor, a Canon of Cracow, 
whose life and teaching excited within his 
pnpils an earnest desire to attain perfection 
in the service of God. It was thus that 
Casimir began, even in boyhood, to practise 
penance, for he realised that the ease and 
luxury of life in a royal court ill-prepared the 
soul to receive God's grace, and to triumph 
over the temptations of an evil nature and an 
evil world. So he chose the plainest clothing, 
and wore beneath it a hair-shirt, while he took 
his rest on the ground and spent many hours 
of the night in prayer and meditation, and 
would even go out and wait in the cold and 
darkness until the church-doors were opened ; 
and entering, would assist at Matins and Holy 
Mass. 

The Passion of Our Lord was perhaps the 
chief devotion of S. Casimir, and as he mused 
upon those terrible sufferings borne for love of 
sinners, tears would stream from his eyes, and 
earnestly he would pray for an abiding spirit 
of contrition and of love. The devotion of 
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Casimir to the Blessed Virgin is shown in the 
hymn which bears his name, and is so familiar 
to all of ns, a copy of which was by his express 
desire buried with him. 

When the Saint was about fifteen years of 
age, the Hungarians desired to have him for 
their king, and some of the nobles came to 
the King of Poland, asking his consent. 

Casimir was most unwilling to be placed in 
this position, but yielding to the will of his 
father went to the frontiers at the head of an 
army ; but hearing that the ruling monarch, 
aware of the disaffection of his nobles, had 
raised a force to defend himself, the young 
prince gave up the project, obtaining his 
father's consent by reason of the recommend- 
ation of the Pope. But though the King of 
Poland had thus relinquished his plan for the 
establishment of his son upon the throne of 
Hungary, he was ill-pleased about the matter, 
so that Casimir deemed it wiser to retire quietly 
to the Castle of Dobzki, some three miles re- 
moved from Cracow. 
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There for three months he dwelt, devoting 
his time to prayer and penance, and afterwards 
returned to his father, but could never again 
be induced to take any steps to secure the 
crown which was repeatedly ofEered him. 

For twelve years the life of Prince Oasimir was 
passed in the practice of piety and virtue, and 
then consumption made him its prey, and slowly 
and painfully he drew near to death. Being 
permitted to foretell his last hour, the Saint 
began a careful preparation by renewed prayer 
and the reception of the Sacraments of the 
Church, and expired in great peace upon the 
4th of March, 1482, being in his twenty-fourth 
year. 

He was interred in the Church of S. 
Stanislaus; and so many were the miracles 
wrought at his intercession, that the accounts 
fill a volume. During the process of canoni* 
sation the tomb of S. Casimir was opened and 
his body was found quite incorrupt, and emitting 
a sweet fragrance, though it had been buried 
one hundred and twenty years. 
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This Saint is not only considered the special 
patron of Poland, but of all the young who 
aspire to that purity which distinguished his 
brief life. 




Sk Htxttsxiiiti ot $tcttna> 

A.D. 1444. 

|HI8 Saint, one of the sons of the 
great 8. Fiancia, and the instrn- 
ment of so mach good to the aonls 
of men, was bom in 1380. At three years 
of age he lost His mother, and his father 
died before he was seven, so that the care of 
Bemardin in his childhood devolved upon hia 
atmt, who strove to impart some of that ardent 
love to Qod and His Blessed Mother which 
filled her own heart. 

The boy grew np modest, humble, and pions, 
loving, aa hia chief pleasore, to visit the 
chnrchea, or to serve Holy Mass, and paying 
14-^ 
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mucli attention to sermons/ which he would 
repeat afterwards to his yonng companions. 

Bemardin dearly loved the poor, nor could 
he bear to see any one unhelped. One day^ 
when his aunt refused bread to a beggar at 
the door, having in the house but one loaf for 
their own use, Bernardin said, " For the love 
of God let this poor man have some, otherwise 
I will neither dine nor sup to-day. I had 
rather that the poor should have food than 
myself." 

Even in childhood Bemardin was in the habit 
of fasting on Saturdays in honour of the 
Blessed Virgin, a custom he ever afterwards 
maintained. At the age of eleven the boy was 
sent to a school at Sienna, taught by the best 
masters; and here he distinguished himself 
in studies, but still more by the piety and sim- 
plicity of his life. So abhorrent to him was 
the slightest impurity, that those who were 
unlike himself dared not speak unrestrainedly 
in his presence, but would whisper : '' Hush, 
here comes Bemardin." 
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At seventeen years of age the holy yoath 
enrolled liimself in the confraternity of Onr 
Lady to serve the sick in the hospital of La 
Scala^ and during his life here he practised 
many austerities^ although he applied himself 
still more to the interior mortification of the 
will^ and thus became increasingly mild and 
patient in his dealings with others. For four 
years Bernardinhad served this hospital, when 
a terrible plague broke out in Italy, and was 
brought to Sienna by pilgrims to the Jubilee. 
So many were the sufferers that Bemardin 
persuaded twelve young men to come to his 
help, for the whole care of the hospital had 
been left to him. 

With what sweetness and patience he minis- 
tered to the sick^ how unweariedly he strove to 
heal them, we can but faintly imagine; nor 
did Gk)d permit contagion to pass to him. 
But when he was able to return home, a 
fever attacked him consequent upon his great 
fatigue, and for some months he was confined 
to his bed, edifying others by his complete 
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resignation to God's Will as lie bad before 
edified tbem by bis zeal and cbarity. 

Some time after bis recovery Bemardin re- 
retired to a bouse removed bnt a sbort dis- 
tance from tbe city^ and tbere alone^ and witb 
prayer and fasting, besongbt tbe Almigbty to 
make bis f atnre state of life plain to bim, as 
accorded witb His Holy Will. It was tben 
tbat be decided to take tbe babit of S. Fran- 
cis among tbe Fatbers of tbe Strict Observance 
at Golombidre, and tbere be made bis novitiate, 
and was professed on tbe 8tb September, 1404. 
Tbat love for tbe Blessed Mary wbicb bad dis- 
tinguisbed tbe cbildbood of Bemardin, caused 
bim to select ber feasts for tbe principal actions 
of bis life; and baving been bom on tbe Feast 
of ber Nativity, be took tbe babit on tbat day, 
and also made it tbe date of bis first Mass, and 
bis first sermon. 

So far bad tbe Saint advanced in tbe way of 
bumiliation, tbat be felt pleased wben any one 
scorned bim. Passing tbrougb tbe streets^in 
a tbreadbare babit, tbe boys would laugb and 
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cry out after him^ but in this and in far greater 
insults he found occasion for rejoicing. Hard 
is it to learn tliis degree of humility, to human 
nature irn/possihU; but Bemardin had taken for 
his teacher Christ Crucified — One Who chose 
to be " despised and rejected of men/' On 
one occasion, when he was lying prostrate at 
the foot of the crucifix, a voice spoke to him 
saying, '' My son, behold Me as I hang on the 
Cross! If thou lovest Me, if thou dost in- 
deed desire to imitate Me, be thou also fas- 
tened naked to thy cross, and follow Me; 
thus thou wilt assuredly find Me." 

At length Bernardin was desired by his 
superiors to preach to others, and he became 
a powerful instrument of good, melting the 
most hardened and obdurate sinners to tears of 
repentance for their offences against a God of 
such infinite love. Being asked how he man- 
aged to preach so profitably, Bemardin gave 
this rule : 

'* In all your actions seek first the king- 
dom of God and His glory, and direct all 
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you do purely to His honour. Thus the Holy 
Ohost will be your Masterj and will give you 
both wisdom and words so that no adversary 
will be able to stand against you/' 

When Bemardin was preaching once at 
Milauj the proud Duke Philip was annoyed by 
some of his utterances^ and threatened him 
with death should they be repeated; but the 
Saint declared that no greater joy could befall 
him than to give up life for God's truth. Then 
the Duke sent him one hundred ducats in a 
golden bowl^ seeking to bribe him^ but Ber- 
nardin excused himself from receiving the 
gift. A second messenger came^ and yet he 
refused; but when the third arrived he took the 
money and went to the prisons where he used 
it to release debtors confined there. When 
Duke PhiUp heard this his anger was turned 
to admiration for one who so truly set at 
.naught the riches of this world. Although 
S. Bemardin loved humility above every other 
virtue, it was God's WiU to honour him even in 
the sight of men, for he received power to 
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work many miracalous oures^ and raised fpor 
dead persons to life. 

In tibe year 1438 lie was made Yicar-General 
of' his Order of Strict Observance in Italy ; 
bnt in five years was permitted to resign that 
post and to spend liis time in preacliing through 
Bonmania and Lombardy. 

Betnrnihg to Sienna in 1444^ he was taken 
ill with a malignant f ever^ and began to make 
his preparation for death. When he was quite 
speechless he made a sign to be moved from 
his bed and placed on the floor^ where he died^ 
having lived to serve and glorify God until the 
age of nearly sixty-four years. Many miracles 
were worked at the tomb of the holy Bernar- 
din ; and he was canonised by Nicholas V. in 
1450. His relics are in the church of his 
Order at Aquila. 




A.D. ISH. 

|HE &tlier and mother of tliis Saint 
were poor but pious people, who had 
been many years withont children. 
Desiring very mnoh to have a son, Amata, with 
her hnsband'a approval, made a tow to go on 
pilgrimage to the tomb of S. Nicholas, at 
Myra, and there ask God to give her this 
great blessing ; nor was her petition made in 
Tain, for in due time the child waa bom to 
them, and received the name of Nicholas. 
From early childhood the little boy showed a 
strong desire to become a priest, and at eleven 
years old he entered a House of the Angus- 
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tinian Order^ at Tolentino^ and there remained 
until he made His profession. 

It seemed that God called His yoang servant 
to extraordinary aasterity of life, and inspired 
by Him, Nicholas at fifteen years of age wore 
sackcloth, and a girdle of iron round his 
waist, nor did he ever eat either fish, milk, or 
eggs ; while four days in each week he de- 
prived himself altogether of food. One of 
his relatives, Superior of another monastery, 
reasoned with him on the matter of such great 
mortification of body, arguing that he would 
thus shorten his life, and lessen his power of 
serving God ; he also asked him to come to 
his own community. Nicholas heard all that 
his friend had to say, and then addressed him- 
self to God. As he prayed, he saw angels 
in the form of little children, who, clad in 
robes of pure and dazzling white, ascended 
the altar steps chanting, ''At Tolentino be 
thy stay ;*^ and by this he understood that it 
was the Divine Will for him to remain in the 
Order he had ohogen. 
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Being sent to the house at Cingola^ Nicholas 

was there ordained priest; and with such 

fervour and visible devotion did he daily offer 

the Adorable Sacrifice, that people strove to 

be present, believing that he was indeed one 

of the Saints of God. The last thirty years 

of his life were spent at Tolentino, where the 

holy Nicholas was most zealous in working to 

save souls, preaching almost daily, and with 

an earnestness which brought tears from the 

eyes of his hearers. While God sent many 

heavenly favours to His servant. He permitted 

him to be severely tried and molested by the 

Evil One, who, in the form of some wild bird 

or animal, would disturb his brief rest. Once, 

under the guise of a bat, this enemy of souls 

dashed through the window while the Saint 

prayed, and extinguishing the candle, left him 

in darkness. But Nicholas rose from his 

knees, and blowing upon the wick rekindled 

the flame, and thus was able to resume his 

interrupted devotions. 

The austerities to which S. Nicholas had 
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so long sabjected himself, so exhausted his 
frame that he became very Ul^ and was 
commanded by his Superior to take some 
meat. Accordingly a partridge was prepared 
and placed before him, but the fear of enjoy- 
ing it filled the heart of Nicholas as if he 
were about to commit a sin^ and with tears 
he begged to be excused from partaking of it. 
His Superior seeing his distress consented^ 
whereupon Nicholas made the sign of the 
Cross over the dish whereon the bird lay^ and 
immediately life returned to it^ and it fluttered 
away. 

A year before the death of this Saintj a 
star shone over the little village of S. AngelOj 
where he was bom^ and from that time it ac- 
companied him wherever he wentj and after 
his death reappeared on each anniversary. 

Not until he was seventy years old did 
Nicholas Tolentini pass away^ having lived 
a most pure and holy life. In art this blame* 
less innocence is figured by the white lily in his 
hand, while above his head a star is shining. 
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Upon the feast of S. NicHolas, in monas- 
teries of the Augustinian friars, little loaves of 
bread are baked and distributed to those who 
are sick. This custom arises from an incident 
in the life of the Saintj when in an illness 
Our Blessed Lady appeared to him with S. 
Augustine and S. Monica beside her, and 
bade him send to a pious woman living near 
for some of the bread she had just taken from 
her oven. Nicholas obeyed, and eating the 
bread rose up perfectly cured. 

The arms of this Saint, preserved at 
Tolentino, are said to bleed when great mis- 
fortune threatens the Church of Christ, it 
happened thus before the death of Pope 
Clement X., and at other times, a list of which 
is given in the Bollandists. B>elics of S. 
Nicholas are preserved and venerated in many 
of the cities of Italy, and at Ghent and 
Antwerp there is some of his blood. 




S. fttet of ICnxembntg. 

A.D. 1887. 
^^nUY of Luxemburg, Coout of ligDj, 
K^vJS and liis noble wife Mandj were 
dwelling at liignj, a amall town of 
Lorraine, wbea their son Peter was bom to 
iliem in the year 1369. 

At tihree years of ago the child lost the 
care of hia pions mother, bnt his annt, the 
GonntesB of Orgi^a, well scpplied her place, 
and superintended his education, choosing the 
most pious people as his instmotors. Before 
he was seven years old, the little Peter hod 
given himself wholly to God by vow, and 
had entered upon a life of continual prayer 
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and such mortification as suited his tender 
age. 

At ten years old lie was sent to Paris, to 
stndy^ and wliile lie was there news came 
tliat liis father was dead^ and that his eldest 
brother, Valeran, had been taken prisoner by 
the English, after a battle in Flanders, in 
which the French and Flemish were de- 
feated. 

When Peter heard that his brother had 
been sent to Calais in confinement, he at once 
travelled to London, yielding himself up as a 
hostage for Yaleran imtil his ransom should 
be paid, which action so impressed the English 
King Bichard II., that he gave him his liberty, 
receiving his word as sufficient pledge, and 
inviting him to his court. But Peter had no 
desire to mix with the favourites of royalty, 
and hastening back to Paris he resumed his 
interrupted studies and his retired and austere 
life. 

For spiritual guidance this holy youth often 
resorted to a man of great learning and piety. 
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who — ^though taking no vows — ^lived in a re- 
ligious house in Paris; from him Peter re- 
ceived instruction in prayer and the practice 
of perfection. 

In the year 1383, the Saint was made a 
canon, but this preferment inspired him only 
with sentiments of humility, and the desire to 
be more worthy of serving God in whatever 
way He should appoint. 

Being made Bishop of Metz by Clement 
VII., he entered the city barefoot and riding 
on an ass, in imitation of Our Divine Lord 
Who thus entered the city of Jerusalem. 

He divided his revenues into three parts, 
one being allotted to the Church, one to the 
poor, and the remaining third to the use of 
himself and his household. 

Each day S. Peter went to confession, that 
so he might with less unworthiness receive the 
Body and Blood of Christ; and he bewailed 
every small failing with tears such as few 
shed over their great sins. 
In the year 1386, the Saint was created 
***** 15 
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Cardinal^ under the title of S. George, and 
commanded to reside at Avignon, in attend- 
ance on the Pope, but here he Btill continued 
his former austerities. 

When His Holiness begged him to mitigate 
these excessive rigours, S. Peter answered: 
*' Holy Father, I shall always be an un- 
profitable servant, but I can at least obey ;" 
and relinquishing some of his penances, he 
gave more liberal alms in place of them. 

So thoroughly had the Saint made poverty 
his portion, that when he died his whole pro- 
perty was found to consist of twenty pence 
only. 

In reward for his faithful service, God gave 
S. Peter many spiritual favours. Sometimes 
even while walking in the street he would 
fall into an ecstasy — and an old picture of 
him in this state is still preserved with these 
words beneath it, which he would often repeat : 

'' Contempt of the world ; contempt of 
thyself ; rejoice in thy own contempt, but de- 
spise no other person.' 



f} 
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About ten months after tlie Saint had been 
created Cardinal, he fell into ill-health, and 
was advised to retire to the town of Villeneuve, 
on the other side of the Rhone. 

During his last illness, the Saint confessed 
twice daily, and each day received the Holy 
Communion, while his close union with God 
seemed to be continually strengthening as his 
life drew towards its close. 

To his sister, Jane of Luxemburg, he sent 
a small treatise containing some rules for a 
spiritual life, which he had drawn up expressly 
for her. 

When he had received the last Sacraments, 
the Saint called his servants to his bed- 
side, and begged their pardon for all he had 
ever done to offend them. He then asked 
them to promise to fulfil his last request, 
which they most readily engaged to do, little 
supposing he would draw from his pillow a dis- 
cipline, and insist that each one should give 
him several blows in punishment for the faults 
he had committed in regard to them. In vain 

15—2 
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did they protest, and entreat — S, Peter held 
them to their promise, and joyfully receiving 
their stripes began to pray silently to God, 
and as he prayed his soul departed. This hap- 
pened upon the 2nd of June, in the year 1387, 
and he was buried without any pomp, accord- 
ing to his most urgent request, in the church- 
yard of S. Michael. But after he was laid 
there, so many miracles were wrought at the 
tomb, that the citizens of Avignon erected a 
rich chapel over it, and later the church 
and convent of the Celestines were raised on 
the spot, and the remains of the Saint en- 
shrined there. The life of S. Peter of Luxem- 
burg would scarcely be complete without 
speaking of that miracle which moved the 
people of Avignon to choose him for their 
special patron. 

A child of some twelve years had fallen 

from a high tower of the palace of Avignon, 

and being dashed upon a sharp rock was 

killed on the spot. 

^ The father was almost frantic at the sight. 
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and falling on his knees implored the inter- 
cession of S. Peter of Luxemburg; then gather- 
ing up the fractured pieces of the child's 
skull, piit them with the lifeless body, in a sack, 
and laid it on the tomb of the Saint. The people 
joined the Celestine monks in fervent prayer, 
and after some little interval the child was re- 
stored to life and health, and was placed on the 
altar where all might behold the wonder God 
had worked by the intercession of His servant. 
As this miracle took place upon the 5th of: 
July, the festival of S. Peter of Luxemburg 
has ever since been celebrated at Avignon 
upon that day. 
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child would answer that lie only wanted to be 
a saint by the help of God's grace, and this 
seemed ever the end lie bad in view during 
his eariy years. 

He was about nineteen when he saw a vision 
as of a virgin, around whom there shone celes- 
tial brightness, and who said to him : '^ Why 
seekest thou rest to thy mind out of thyself, 
sometimes in this object, sometimes in that ? 
What thou desirest is to be found only with 
me ; behold, it is in my hands. Seek it in me 
who am the wisdom of God. By taking me 
for thy spouse and thy portion thou shalt be 
possessed of an inestimable treasure.^' At that 
instant, S. Laurence found himself moved to a 
more entire giving of himself up to the love 
and knowledge of God ; and feeling disposed 
to enter the religious state he asked counsel of 
a learned and holy Priest as to the Divine 
Will in his regard. This director advised him 
first to accustom himself gradually to austeri- 
ties ; and Laurence gladly obeyed, beginning 
by giving up his bed to lie on rough and 
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knotted sticks strewed on the floor. After a 
short time his mother and some of his friends 
grew alarmed lest he might injure his health, 
and therefore suggested that he could serve 
God also in the state of marriage. Their 
words served only to send Laurence in all 
haste to the Monastery of S, George, at Alga, 
begging to receive the religious habit, which 
request was granted him. 

So thoroughly had he accustomed himself 
to bodily mortifications, that those which his 
rule enjoined were quite familiar to him, and 
to them he added others, until his superiors 
were obliged to put a limit to them. In the 
severest weather the Saint would never ap- 
proach a fire, nor in time of excessive heat 
would he assuage his thirst by drinking be- 
tween meals, for he was wont to say : '^ If we 
cannot endure this inconvenience, how shall 
we endure the sufferings of purgatory V While 
still a novice, he had to undergo the cutting 
and burning of some dangerous swellings 
which came in his neck ; but during the suf- 
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fering lie never gave even a sigh, and only 
uttered tlie Name of Jesus. 

It was one of the duties of this Saint to go 
out asking alms in the street ; and for humilia- 
tion he would thrust himself into the greatest 
crowd, and especially among the nobility who 
would draw scornfully aside. '^ Let us go 
boldly in quest of scom/^ he would say to his 
companion. ^^We have done nothing if we 
have renounced the world only in words. Let 
us triumph over it to-day with our sacks and 
crosses.'^ 

Frequently would S. Laurence stand at the 
door of his mother's house, and cry : '^ An 
alms for God's sake -/' whereupon the servants 
would come out to fill his wallet; but he 
never would take from them more than two 
loaves, and so depart, saying, '^ Peace be with 
you.'' 

Once it happened that the storehouse of 
the community was burned down; but when 
Laurence heard a brother lamenting over the 
loss, he cried, *^ Why have we embraced and 
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vowed poverty ? God has granted us this 
blessing that we may feel it/^ 

Being made Superior of the community, it 
happened once during his term of office that 
he was rashly accused at chapter of some 
fault against the rule. Instead of justifying 
himself, as he well could have done, the Saint 
rose, and walking to the centre of the room, 
knelt down and asked pardon of the Fathers, 
which action so confused his accuser, that he 
threw himself at the feet of Laurence and con- 
demned his own conduct. 

When this holy servant of God was made a 
priest, he always shed tears when offering the 
Holy Sacrifice ; and not seldom did he become 
rapt in ecstasy to the wonder of all present. 

In 1433, Pope Eugenius IV. nominated 
Laurence Justinian to the Episcopal See of 
Venice ; but though advanced to this dignity, 
he maintained the austerity he had practised 
in the cloister. 

His household consisted but of five persons ; 
he would use only earthenware, and took his 
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rest on a bed of coarse straw with but a scanty 
covering. Every day the Bishop's house wms 
besieged with persons asking alms, nor were 
any sent away unrelieved. But S. Laurence 
felt still more pity for those who, though in 
sore need, bear their trouble in silence, fearing 
to make it known ; so he found pious women 
to seek out such cases and relieve them in the 
most suitable way. After eighteen years as 
Bishop, S. Laurence was advanced to the dig- 
nity of Patriarch, although with tears he pro- 
tested against it ; however, when his pleading 
proved useless, he felt that an increase of 
honour only bound him to an increase of 
zeal in the service of God, and the help of his 
fellow-creatures. 

S. Laurence had just completed his work 
on '^ The Degrees of Perf ection,'' when fever 
attacked him. Observing that his servants 
were preparing him for a softer couch than 
he had used in health, he cried, ''Are 
you laying a feather-bed for me ? No, that 
shall not be, for my Lord was stretched 
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on a hard and painful tree/' Nothing would 
content him until he was placed on his bed 
of straw, and then, bidding his friends dry 
their tears, he began to ejaculate, '^ Good 
Jesus, behold I come. Behold the Spouse, 
let us go forth to meet Him,'' and other such 
short aspirations and loving affections. After 
receiving Extreme Unction, the Saint lived 
two days, during which people of all ranks 
came imploring his blessing. 

It was the 8th January, 1455, when S. 
Laurence passed to his heavenly reward; but 
his festival is appointed for the 5th September, 
which is the day on which he was consecrated 
a Bishop. 




S. Sohn Capietratt. 

A.D. 14Ee. 

I^J^B HIS Saint was bom in the cit^ which 
Ib km gi^es him his name, in the year 1335. 
No detailed account of Ma child- 
hood and early yonth is given ns ; but we find 
him living at Perugia, where he had studied, 
and where he was universally beloved and re- 
spected by his fellow-citizens, one of the chief 
of whom gave his daughter to him in mar- 
riage. 

In 1413 a violent quarrel was raging be- 
tween the King of Naples and the city of 
Perugia, and S. John Capistran was employed 
in negotiating a peace; but some fancied he 
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was not trustwortty, and seizing him in the 
road when he was on a journey, imprisoned 
him in the castle of Bruffa, where he was 
loaded | with chains and allowed no better 
nourishment than bread and water. During 
that time, and while he was reflecting on the 
inconstancy of the world's favour, his wife 
died, and S. John decided, after earnest 
prayer, to take the habit of the Order of 
S. Francis. He found means of making this 
desire known, but the Father-guardian refused 
to send him the habit while he was still a 
prisoner, so John cut his clothes into the 
shape of a religious garb, and his hair so that 
it might form a tonsure. 

Soon after this he was set free, and selling 
his estate he paid his ransom, and gave what 
remained as alms to the poor, returning to 
Perugia, where he entered the Franciscan 
convent, being then about thirty years of 
age. In order more thoroughly to try hia 
vocation and to kill all self-love, the Father- 
guardian made him ride upon an ass through 
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the streets of Perugia clad in a ridiculous 
dress, and having on his head a paper cap, 
upon which many grievous sins were written in 
large letters. Though this would seem to be 
a most painful penance to one who had 
been esteemed so highly in that very city, it 
did not cost this holy man any suffering, for 
already his spirit of humility was great, and in 
a short time passed in religion he seemed 
to have obtained a perfect victory over himself. 
From the time of making his religious vows he 
took but one small meal in the day, excepting 
when compelled to make very long and fatiguing 
journeys, and then he added a slight collation 
at night ; and during the space of thirty-six 
years he never tasted meat excepting under 
obedience when he was seriously ill. But in 
S. John's extreme old age Pope EugeniusIV. 
forbade this strict abstinence, and he began 
to take a very little meat. 

We hear that when S. John Capistran 
preached, it seemed as i£ he overwhelmed his 
hearers with compunction for their sins^, and 
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broke through the obstinacy of the most har- 
dened. Once, at Aquila, he had been preach- 
ing against vanity, the danger of worldly 
amusements, and the sins commonly indulged 
in with regard to dress, and at its close the 
ladies brought their lace and perfumes, their 
artificial hair, cards, dice, and other such 
things, and made them into a huge bonfire. 
This happened also after sermons at Nurem- 
berg, Leipsic, Frankfort, and other places. 

After preaching on death and the last judg- 
ment, at Bohemia, one hundred and twenty 
young men from among hie hearers were 
moved to give themselves to the more per- 
fect service of God in different religious 
Orders, sixty of whom made choice of the 
one to which S. John himself belonged. 

The Saint was employed in several import- 
ant commissions by His Holiness the Pope, one 
of which was the preacliing in Italy against the 
heresy of some of the remaining Fratricelli, 
whom he succeeded in exterminating. Being 
made Apostolic Legate, he travelled through 
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Tyrol, Bavaria, and Austria, with one com- 
panion, preaching continually, and with the 
same success as in other places ; but his ser- 
mons were given in Latin, and explained by 
an interpreter to those who did not under- 
stand. 

In the year 1453, Mahomet II. took Con- 
stantinople, and Nicholas V. sent S. John to 
preach a crusade to all Christian princes ; for, 
believing in the power to conquer the Western 
Empire, the enemy had brought his victori- 
ous army to Hungary, and encamped before 
Belgrade. Forty thousand had responded to 
S. John's call to arm themselves against the 
infidel Turks, while the Saint himself accom- 
panied them through all dangers, holding in 
his hands the cross he had received from the 
Pope, and cheering them with his own courage. 
But when the enemy got into the town which 
stands where the Danube and the Save meet, 
the Christians gave way, and all would have 
been lost had not S.John appeared, crying, 
" Victory, Jesus, victory !" and this animated 

***** 16 
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the soldiers witt fresh hope, and rushing 
forward they hurled the infidels from the 
ramparts and drove them out of the town. 

Next year Hunniades, the chief commander of 
the crusade, was taken ill of fever contracted 
during the fatigues of the campaign, and died 
at Zemplin. When his end drew nigh he in- 
sisted on rising and going to the church to 
receive Viaticum, for he said it was not fitting 
that the King of kings should come to him. 
Having attended the brave man during his 
last illness, S. John Capistran preached his 
funeral oration, but very soon after was him- 
self cast upon a bed of sickness which he never 
left again. As he lay dying in his convent of 
Wilbech or Vilatz, King Ladislaus and many 
noblemen came at different times to visit him, 
being greatly edified by the patient sweetness 
with which he endured his pain, and his per- 
fect resignation to live or die, according as 
God should appoint. 

He continually declared that he was treated 
far more leniently than his sins deserved, and 
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never ceased praising and blessing God for His 
infinite goodness. At length, having received 
the last rites of the Church, the Saint departed 
from earth to his rest, having been laid upon 
the floor, by his most earnest desire, there to 
breathe his last. This happened on the 23rd 
October, 1456, when he was seventy-one years 
old. 

The town of Wilbech afterwards fell into 
the hands of the Turks, and the Franciscan 
friars removed S. John's body to another 
town, but the Lutherans seized it and flung 
it into the Danube. The relics were, however, 
rescued and preserved with reverence at lUoe. 

S. John Capistran was canonised by Pope 
Alexander VIII. in the year 1690. 
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A.D. ISSl. 

■Et^sdiOUIS was the eldest of nine children 
M SfSti ^'^^^ ^'^ John Louis Bertrand of Va- 
lencia ; all of whom began to follow 
in the footsteps of tiieir pious parents, who 
watched over and insfracted them with anxious 
care. 

Louis more particolarly loved to retire from 
the rest, that he might pray to God, and even 
in childhood he possessed a spirit of mortifi- 
cation in food and recreation, and delighted to 
practise penance. When he was old enough 
to hegin his school education he kept strict 
guard over himBeU, lest he should wander 



8. LovAa Bertrand. 24*5 

from God, striving always to realise the 
Divine presence wherever he might be. 

At fifteen years old Louis wished to receive 
the habit of the Dominican Order, but his 
father objected on the ground of his youth, 
and his delicate constitution. But though his 
religious life was thus delayed, the holy youth 
became more anxious for it, and when he was 
received as a novice he showed a strong and 
generous spirit, which greatly edified the 
brethren. After S. Louis had been ordained 
priest he used to prepare himself to offer the 
Holy Sacrifice by several hours' prayer, and 
very frequently by confession also, that he 
might cleanse his soul from all stain. 

In 1551 he was made Master of Novices, 
and led his charges to conceive a great dis- 
trust of self and a strong confidence in God, 
and to unite themselves closely to Our Lord by 
a prayerful spirit. 

In 1557 a pestilential disorder broke out, 
and raged violently in Valencia, but S. Louis 
had no fear for his own life, and assisted the 
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sick and dying to the utmost of liis ability. 
When it was over he begged leave to be the 
companion of one of the friars who was going 
on a mission to America^ and embarked at 
Seville in the year 1562. Arriving in the 
South he repaired to the convent of his Order, 
and without taking any rest after his journey 
began to prepare himself by fasts and vigils 
for the opening of his mission. Great was 
the success which marked his labours, and 
God permitted him to work many miracles, 
that so multitudes might be converted to 
Him by witnessing His power in His Saints. 
During the space of three years, S. Louis led 
above ten thousand souls to repentance. 

His next mission was to the Caribbees, and 
penetrating the forests of Guiana, he won 
many of these barbarians to God, administer- 
ing Holy Baptism to them. During this time he 
had difficulties to encounter and to overcome ; 
his life was attempted both by poison and the 
sword, but God preserved His servant in all 
dangers which beset his path. Being recalled 
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to Spain by his superiors, the Saint readied 
Seville in 1569, and was appointed prior of 
two convents of his Order. S. Teresa applied 
to S. Louis Bertrand for counsel in some of 
her great difficulties, and wrote to him con- 
cerning her design of reforming the Order of 
Mount Oarmel. In replying to her on this 
subject, he said : 

" Because the honour of God is highly con- 
cerned in your intended undertaking, I took 
some time to recommend it to Him in my poor 
prayers. For this reason I deferred so long 
my answer. I now bid you take courage in 
the Name of the Lord, Who will favour you. 
It is in His Name that I assure you your re- 
formation will be within the space of fifty 
years one of the most illustrious Orders of the 
Church.^' 

Although in the beginning of his life the 
Saint had not displayed any marked ability 
for preaching, he overcame natural difficulty 
so completely, that his sermons always brought 
forth much fruit in the souls of those who heard 
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Um j bnt he was accustomed to say that men 
must not judge of their success by the ap- 
plause they might receive, but by the tears of 
contrition shed, and the reformed life of 
those who had been dead in sin. 

During the two last years which the Saint 
spent on earth he sufEered constant and pain- 
ful illness; but he would exclaim with S. Au- 
gustine : ^^ Here, cut ! here, burn ! here, 
spare not! that I may have mercy for all 
eternity/' 

But though thus tried, he did not dis- 
continue the work of an Apostle, and in 1580 
preached the Lent at Xativa. From there he 
passed on to give a course of sermons in 
the cathedral of Valencia, but was carried 
from the pulpit to the bed from which he 
never rose again. He seemed very cheerful 
at the thought of his approaching end, and 
almost twelvemonths before he had revealed 
the day of his departure to several friends, 
enjoining them, however, not to speak of it. 
Surrounded by all the brethren of the con- 
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vent^ this holy man breathed his last on the 
9th October, 1581, having then reached the 
age of fifty-five years. 

So many miraculous cures were wrought at 
his tomb and through his intercession, that he 
was beatified by Paul V. in 1608, and canon- 
ised by Clement X. in 1671. 




S. Jrmtds l^mh. 

A.D. 1508. 

U/u*(iAi iN' Paula, a small town of Calabria, tliis 
B6 ^ Saint was bom in the year 1416. 
While yet a child — the child of poor 
but virtuous parents — it seemed evident that 
God had some special purpose in his regard, 
and when he had passed the age of twelve 
years his father sent him to the Franciscan 
friars at S. Marco, who taught him to read. 
For one year lie remained there, during which 
time he made a pilgrimage to Assisi and to 
Home ; and when he returned tn his native 
town he found for himself a solitary cave 
among the rocks on the sea-coast. 
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Thongh not fifteen years of age he Iiad no 
desire for the pleasures or advantages the 
world can offer ; and in his retirement he was 
happy and content, passing his time in prayer 
and contemplation, and sleeping on the hard 
rock, and eating the herbs which he found in 
the neighbouring wood. When he was about 
twenty years old two others joined him, and 
having built a small chapel and three cells, 
they asked a priest from the town to come and 
say Mass for them. 

After the lapse of seventeen years so many 
had entered upon the same life of holy retire- 
ment, that a large monastery and church was 
erected, and from far and near people assisted 
in the work, so that e^en noblemen carried 
burdens and laboured with their own hands. 

Though Francis no longer had a rock for 
his bed, he chose a board to lie on, and a rough 
log for his pillow, until in his extreme age he 
was induced to use a mat. Only one meal did 
he allow himself during the day, and in Lent 
he obliged his monks to abstain entirely from 
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food made with milk^ eggs^ cheese or bntter. 
Many as were his virtues, the chief seems to 
have been humility, yet though he loved to be 
hidden from men he could converse with the 
great and noble without losing his recollection. 

So earnestly did he desire to impress on his 
brethren the love of abjection that he called 
them ''Minims,'^ signifying that they were 
as the very least in the service of Almighty 
God ; and he begged them ever to remember 
that humility was the foundation of all Chris- 
tian virtue. 

In 1474 the Order was confirmed by Pope 
Sixtus rV., and Francis was appointed Supe- 
rior-general, and some two years later two 
other houses were founded. 

In 1479 the Saint was induced to visit Sicily, 
for the purpose of establishing other monas- 
teries, and there he remained for twelve 
months, winning many to Christ by his holy 
life and the miracles he performed by the 
power of God. But trials have ever been the 
special portion of the children of God, and the 
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King of Naples^ being provoked at some good 
counsel S. Francis Lad offered him^ caused him 
to be taken prisoner on the charge of having 
built religious houses without the royal per- 
mission. The officer who was charged with 
the Saint^s apprehension was so touched by 
his humility that he went back to Ferdinand 
and besought him not to persecute one so be- 
loved of God. 

Pope Paul II. sent one of his chamberlains 
to visit Francis^ and prove whether he was in- 
deed moved by the Spirit of God. Arrived at 
the monastery^ the messenger would have 
kissed his hands, but Francis, falHng on his 
knees, declared that it was for him to kiss the 
hands of one who for thirty years had offered 
the Holy Sacrifice. The chamberlain was aston- 
ished that Francis should thus know how long 
he had been a priest ; but he asked to speak 
with him privately in his cell, and there began 
to censure his rule as too austere, and exhort 
him to beware of walking in the extraordinary 
ways of spiritual life. 
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The Saint repKed with great humility ; but 
turning to the fire, placed burning coals upon 
his palm, saying: ^'All creatures obey those 
who serve God with a perfect heart/' When 
the visitor saw that his hands were unhurt, he 
went back to the Pope to assure him that 
Francis was a Saint. 

At this time Louis XI. was King of France^ 
and when his wicked life drew near its close^ 
great fear came upon him, and he sent to 
Calabria, begging that Francis of Paula would 
hasten to him, promising that if he did so, he 
would do great things for his Order. 

Francis answered that he could not under- 
take such a journey when he was asked 
from such motives, and it was only at the 
bidding of the Pope that he at length set 
forth. 

As the Saint passed through Provence he 
healed many of the plague-stricken ; and when, 
he reached Plessis, the King met him, and on 
his knees entreated his prayers for a prolonged 
life. 
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^'God^s decree is unchangeable; therefore 
resign thyself to His holy Will/^ was the 
reply; but the King was not satisfied, and 
sent Francis a statue of the Blessed Mother of 
God, wrought in pure gold. 

Francis refused the gift. ^'I do not love 
the gold,^' he said, ^^but her who is repre- 
sented, and I have my own paper representa- 
tion of her, with which I am well content.^^ 

The Saint remained with Louis till his 
death, striving to awaken him to a true con- 
trition, and he became the most valued friend 
and counsellor of King Charles VIII., who 
erected several monasteries for him. 

The three last months of his life were spent 
by the holy Francis within his cell, in special 
preparation for death. On Palm Sunday, 1506, 
he became ill with fever, and on Maundy 
Thursday he gathered his brethren together, 
and after exhorting them to a faithful observ- 
ance of their rule, he made his confession and 
received Communion with a cord about his 
neck ; but it was God's Will that his life should 
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be prolonged in weakness until the 2nd Aprils 
1508, when ho expired at the age of ninety- 
one years. A story is told of him, that once 
when a blacksmith had shod his ass he had 
not money to pay, whereat the man began to 
revile him. Then at the bidding of S. Francis 
the ass cast ofE her shoes, and went on her 
way. It is for this that Francis of Paula is 
sometimes represented with an ass by the side 
of a forge ; occasionally he appears in art with 
Caritas on his breast, in rays of light, and 
standing on his cloak ; for an old legend tells 
that once, having not the means of paying his 
fare by boat, the waves floated him from Sicily 
to Calabria, standing only on his cloak. Some 
relics of the Saint are preserved in churches of 
his Order at Plessis, Paris, Naples, and other 
places. In 1592 the Huguenots broke open the 
shrine which contained his entire body, and 
having dragged it about the streets, burned it 
with a fire kindled by the wood of a crucifix, 
Bo that only a few bones were recovered for 
the veneration of the &tithfnl« 



S. (Itajetan. 




A.D. 1547. 

BOM liis infancyj Cajetan^ the son of 
Caspar of Thiena, was called "The 
Saint,'' for even then he seemed free 
from the ordinary passions natural to man- 
kind, and was of a marvellously sweet temper. 
His mother had placed her little son under 
the special patronage of the Blessed Virgin, 
and Oajetan grew up with a tender love for 
the Mother of God, and a great devotion to 
the Passion of Christ. He was also accus- 
tomed to set Our Blessed Lord before him as 
a constant example in his own daily life, and 
thus learned to be meek, pure, humble, and 
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filled with cliarity towards all men. Wliile 
giving mucli of Us time to study^ Cajetan 
found opportunity for daily prayer and devo- 
tion ; and as he grew older he resolved to be- 
come a priest^ and built a parochial chapel at 
BampazzOj which those might frequent who 
were some distance from the parish church. 
At twenty-eight years of age he went to Bome^ 
and was made protonotary by Julius 11.^ on 
account of his high rank. There was at that 
time in Rome a confraternity called " Of the 
Love of God,^' which Cajetan joined, for his 
whole heart sympathised with the object — ^the 
promotion of the Divine glory by the labours 
of those zealous men and women who were 
enrolled in it. 

It was not then the ciistom to communicate 
more than four or five times in the year ; but 
S. Cajetan urged that the soul stood in need 
of more frequent nourishment, and by his en- 
treaty and example many pious persons be- 
came monthly communicants, while some even 
received the Holy Eucharist weekly. 
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When about to offer up the Holy Sacrifice, 
the Saint could scarcely conceal his transports 
of love, and on one occasion it seemed to him 
that the Virgin Mother placed in his arms h^ 
Divine Son. 

Being compelled by the death of his mother 
to return to Yicenza, he there joined a confra- 
ternity somewhat resembling that ''Of the 
Love of God '/' and his earnestness and zeal 
acted as a stimulus to many other souls, and 
so much did the confraternity increase, that 
its members were able to undertake the charge 
of a hospital of incurables. 

In the very midst of all this work for God, 
the confessor of S. Cajetan commanded him to 
leave Vicenza and go to Venice, giving no 
reason for so doing but his own will, though 
his motive in thus acting was to secure a wider 
sphere of usefulness to his holy penitent. 
Without remonstrance or delay Cajetan left 
his native place, and soon became as valuable 
at Venice as Father Creno had expected ; but 
when he had been there awhile^ this wise di- 
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rector ordered him to Borne. The state of the 
Church in those days filled the heart of Cajetan 
with deep sorrow, and in order to reform the 
clergy he-— in concert with other holy ecclesi- 
astics — instituted an Order of regular clergy, 
who should take for a model the lives of the 
Apostles. 

This Order was approved by Pope Clement 
VII. in 1524, and Caralfa, the Archbishop of 
Theate (now called Chieti), was chosen as first 
general, and thus the priests were called by 
the name of Theatins. Their principal work 
was the preaching of the Gospel, the oppo- 
sition of error, the help of the sick, and the 
effort to bring people to a more frequent re- 
ception of the Sacraments. At first they dwelt 
in a house in Bome, but their number in- 
creased so rapidly that they had to take a 
larger house on Monte Pincio. 

Gb*eat suffering fell on tiie new Order at 
the time when the Constable Bourbon led an 
army against Bome, committing there the most 
horrible outrages. The Lutherans and other 
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enemies of the Chnrcli composed this army^ 
and were gtultj of greater cmelties than even 
Goths or Yandals had been known to perpe- 
trate. The Pope and Cardinals were forced 
to retreat to the Castle of S. Angelo^ and the 
honse of the Theatins was almost destroyed^ 
for these robbers had supposed that Cajetan 
had great treasures there; and when they were 
not founds he was scourged and tortured^ in the 
hope of making him reveal where this wealth 
was concealed. He bore this cruel treatment 
without a murmur ; but when the soldiers re- 
tired he made his escape with his companions 
and took refuge in Venice^ where a house and 
church were given them. The Bishop of Theate 
having fulfilled the term of his superiority^ 
Cajetan was elected in his place for three years. 

Being sent to found a house of the Order at 
Naples, the Count of Oppido wished to endow 
it with lands, but Cajetan refused. 

''What security have you, good Father, 
that you will be able to obtain daily susten- 
ance?'' asked the Count. 
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''But what security have you, my lord?" 
replied Cajetan. 

''Oh, as for me, I trust that my farmers 
will pay their rent/^ 

" But if the crops fail they will not be able 
to pay it." 

" We must trust God to give us the seasons," 
said the Count; whereat Cajetan smiled and 
exclaimed, "So, so. It comes to trust in 
God as the root of all security." 

Still the Count hesitated, reminding Cajetan 
that though Venice was a large and wealthy 
city, Naples was poor ; but the Saint had an 
answer ready for him. " The God of Venice 
is the God also of Naples," he said. 

The zeal of Cajetan for souls was such that 
he was called in Naples " The soul-hunter.^' 
This zeal, this intense desire to bring men to 
know the love of God, made his sorrow at the 
sight of sin most keen, and especially did he 
grieve over the laxity of the clergy. 

One day, as he thought of these scandals, 
he had a vision of Christ bowed beneath the 
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weight of His Cross^ with tears and blood 
disfiguring His face, and as he gazed, he saw 
that Divine Master beckon him to approach, 
and He then laid the edge of the Cross on the 
shonlder of His servant. Cajetan felt as if its 
weight crashed him, and he understood how 
the evil in the Charch was falling heavily 
and painfnlly npon the Saviour, as one more of 
His many sufferings. 

Being worn out with trials, labour, and aus- 
terities, Cajetan knew that his end was ap- 
proaching ; but he could not be persuaded to 
lie upon a bed during his last sickness. '^My 
Saviour died on a cross, suffer me at least to die 
upon ashes,^^ he said; his will was granted him, 
and lying on sackcloth strewn with ashes, he re- 
ceived the last Sacraments of the Church, and 
expired on the 7th August, 1547. His remains 
were laid in the church of S. Paul at Naples, 
and are there to the present day. 



S* fuBcM 5B«sI(m. 



A.D. 1592. 




|NB of the many Saints whom God has 
chosen from among the poor and 
lowly of this world, was Paschal 
Baylon, whose parents were but labourers 
dwelling in a smaU town of Arragon. 

They could not even afford to send their 
little boy to school, but he would carry a book 
under his arm when he went out into the 
fields and beg those who passed by to tell him 
the names of some of the letters, and thus he 
gradually learned to read while still a young 
child. Yet Paschal had no love for books of 
amusement ; he was naturally of a grave dis- 
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position^ and the stories of God's Saints^ or 
the life of Christ among men^ was all that 
possessed any interest for him. 

When old enough^ he became a shepherd^ 
and the simple life was one which had a great 
charm for him; he loved to look upon the 
beauties of Nature, seeing in them the work 
of God Almighty, besides, while keeping his 
sheep he could occupy himself with a spiritual 
book. 

The master who employed Paschal became 
so much attached to him, that he offered to 
adopt him as a son, to succeed to all his 
worldly possessions; but the youth declined 
this offer, beheving that his poverty was the 
WiU of God, and a state more resembling 
that which Christ chose for Himself on earth. 
While his flocks browsed upon the hills. 
Paschal might be seen wrapt in prayer, and 
it became evident to all men that he was one 
of the chosen servants of God. There were 
many troubles in his Hfe : some of those 
who were similarly engaged were apt to fight 
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and quarrel^ and speak evil words^ nor did 
his gentle remonstrances suffice to check them^ 
so at length he resolved to separate himself 
from them. 

He now began to pray most earnestly to 
God for direction in the choice of a state of 
life, and was not long before he felt drawn 
to aspire to the holy habit of religion. So at 
twenty years of age Paschal left his home 
and friends, journeying to Valencia, where 
there was a Franciscan monastery which fol- 
lowed the reformed rule. For some time he 
obtained employment again as a shepherd, 
but in 1540 was admitted to the monastery 
as a lay-brother. The rule was severe, but 
Paschal added to it many private austerities, 
yet without any attachment to his will, for 
he readily yielded to any command to abstain 
from his accustomed practices. It is told, 
that when he had to change monasteries, he 
never spoke of one house as being more agree- 
able to him than another, and the meaner his 
employment, so much the more was he content. 
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When the general of the Order was at 
Paris^ Paschal was sent there on business. 
Many cities were at that time in the hands 
of the Huguenots, and they would pursue the 
Saint with sticks and stones, while on two oc- 
casions he was taken as a spy, yet his journey 
was safely accomplished at last, though he had 
received a wound in the shoulder, the effects 
of which lasted his life. 

S. Paschal had a marked devotion for the 
Blessed Sacrament, and towards the close of 
his days he would spend long hours in con- 
templation prostrate before the altar, and was 
often favoured by raptures and ecstasies. At 
the age of fifty-two years he died, and during 
the three days in which his remains were 
exposed to the veneration of the faithful, 
many miracles were attested by which God 
was pleased to make known the sanctity of 
His servant. By Pope Alexander VIII. 
Paschal was canonised in the year 1690. 




S. j£ltx ot Cantdtre. 




A.D. 1687. 

NB of those servants of God who 
from infancy maintained singular 
holiness of life^ was Felix of Can- 
talice^ so holy that the little companions of his 
humble child-life were wont to call him — ^not 
in ridicule, but in love — '^ Felix the little 
Saint/' 

His parents were poor and hard-working 
people of Cantalice, at the foot of the 
Apennines; and when the boy was of suf- 
ficient age, he was set to keep sheep. 

When in the heat of noontide he felt weary, 
he would retire under the shadow of a great 
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oak; on the bark of which he had cat a rude 
cross, and there he would pray to God and the 
Virgin Mother whom he loved so truly. 

As time went on and Felix grew stronger, 
he was placed at the plough, and in that em- 
ployment remained as quiet, innocent, and 
peaceable as in his earlier days, so that it was 
impossible for any to quarrel with him. 
True, there were those who might try to vex 
or ill-treat him, but Felix would only say : 
^'May God make thee a Saint,^' and thus 
frequently turned away their anger, and 
awakened them to some sense of shame. 

It was in his youth that, reading of the 
lives of some of the Egyptian hermits, a great 
desire filled the mind of Felix to become a 
recluse. After a while, when he had thought 
and prayed upon the subject, he believed that 
perhaps it would be better for him to enter a 
religious house, but he did not act upon this 
resolution for some length of time* 

At length, he was one day driving two 
bullocks in the plough, when something 
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startled them^ and dashing forward they 
trampled on Fehx^ and even drew the ploagh 
over him^ yet he was qtiite nninjured. That 
accident made him determine to delay no 
longer giving his whole life to Ood; and going 
to. the nearest Capuchin monastery^ he begged 
to be admitted among the lay-brothers. 

Taking his hand| the Superior led him before 
the crucifix. " Look how Christ suffered for 
thee^^^ he said. '^ Hast thou courage to follow 
in His footsteps V^ 

With starting tears^ Felix declared that he 
did indeed desire to take up the Cross of 
Christ and carry it to his life's end, whereupon 
the Superior gave him a letter to the provincial 
at Home. 

Felix passed through his novitiate at An- 
ticola, but was sent to Eome four years later, 
where he remained during the rest of his life, 
employed chiefly in begging money and food 
for the monastery. '^Deo gratias,'' was his 
response when alms were given him, and it be- 
came his most constant utterance upon other 
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occasions. Once coming close to two gentle- 
men fighting a duel^ he rushed between them^ 
crying, ^^ Deo gratias ! my brethren, I beseech 
you to say Deo gratias ;" and at length each 
repeated the words, the quarrel ended, and 
they became friends. Felix loved the blue 
sky, and the green grass, and the springing 
flowers ; the beauty of nature turned his heart 
to the great Ood of nature, the Creator of all 
that is beautiful, and raising his eyes to 
heaven he would exclaim, " Deo gratias/^ 

The same words fell from his lips when he 
saw the merry children at their play, so that 
the little ones always called him ^^ Brother 
Deo gratias.^' 

Betuming from his begging expeditions, 
Felix must have been weary, but he found 
his rest before the Blessed Sacrament, where, 
with outstretched arms, he would pray long 
hours for himself, his brethren, and all who 
were poor, or sad or sinful. 

The other friars wore sandals, but Felix 
went barefoot. " It is easier for my feet,'^ he 
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would say, for in Ids humility he desired that 
none might guess he had chosen this as a slight 
way of mortifying his body. 

So, beloved of God and man, Felix passed 
through life calmly and peacefully, without 
those strong temptations and trials which come 
as necessary purifications to those whose earlier 
days have been less stainless. At length he 
grew feeble from old age, and was confined 
to his bed, yet, unless closely watched, he 
^ypuld crawl into the church and lie before 
the altar, where he would often be found in a 
swoon. Some interior conflict, some suggestion 
of the evil one, would seem to have been per- 
mitted to assail Felix in his agony, for he 
rose partly in his bed and cried: "No — I 
cannot despair. It is my Saviour Who will 
judge, and His mercy will I not doubt;'' 
and with these words he laid himself down 
and died. 

The body of S . Felix of Cantalice is in the 
church of the Capuchins, at Bome. It is 
told that once he gave S. Philip Neri water to 
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drink from a bottle which he was carrying 
through the streets ; and this scene is often 
represented in art. At other times, S. Felix 
may be known by carrying a sack over his 
shoulder^ and written on it are his own 
favourite words, "Deo gratias." 



THE END. 
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NEW BOOKS. 

Gathered Gems from Spanish Authors. By Mariana 
Monteiro, author of "The Monk of the Mon- 
astery of Yuste." 3s. 

Contents :— The Rosary Bell— The Blind Organist of Seville— 
The Last Baron of Fortcastells — ^The Miserere of the Mountains — 
Three Reminiscences — ^A Legend of Italy— The Gnomes of Moncayo 
— ^The Passion Flower — Recollections of an Artistic Excursion — ^The 
Laurel Wreath — ^The Witches of Trasraoz. 

The Monk of the Monastery of Yuste ; or, the Last 
Days of the Emperor Charles V. An Historical 
Legend of the i6th century. From the Spanish, 
by Mariana Monteiro. 2s. 6d. 

• ' Written with a tenderness of tone and a freshness of style not 
often to be found in such records. ... A peculiar interest attaches 
to the tale." — Weekly Register. "It is well calculated to instruct 
and entertain the rainds of young persons, since it is a tale of 
piety and also historical." — Tablet, **A very realistic picture of 
the character of Charles in monastic repose. We have read every 
page of the volume with much pleasure." — Catholic Times, "The 
whole narrative just the sort that might be put in the hands of a 
boy or girl under sixteen with advantage. " — Public Opinion. ' ' Well 
worthy of notice." — The Month, " An exceedingly interesting his- 
torical legend. It will amply repay perusal." — Court Circular. 
*'A powerfully told story." — Oxford University Herald, " An in- 
teresting picture. . . told with stately Spanish diction." — Guardian, 

The Battle of Connemara. By Kathleen O'Meara, 
author of "A Daughter of St Dominick," "Life of 
Frederick Ozanam," " Life of Bishop Grant." 3s. 

" Everything else is but a sketch, compared with the Irish scenes, 
which are written con amore, and though not very highly coloured, are 
faithful to life." — Dublin Review. " A charming story, charmingly 
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told." — Irish Monthly, "A good moral, a gpodplot, and good 
dialogues." — Public Opinion. "A book which has interested us; 
in which others, we doubt not, will take much interest. " — Tablet. * The 
sketch of the Holy Mass in the miserable thatched building is one 
of the most effective bits of description we have seen ; and this 
portrayal of peasant life, privation, and faith is too accurate to be 
questioned." — Catholic Times, "This interesting little tale." — 
The Month, 

Industry aUd Laziness. By Franz Hoffman. From 
the German, by James King. 1 2mo., 3s. 

" This is a capital story for boys. . . . This really enthralling 
history of John Collins and Jack Bridewell is calculated to exercise 
great interest and afford much delight. . . . We can assure youthful 
readers that they will find much to attract them in this adventurous 
^Maty." —Weekly Register. "The narrative is put together with 
considerable skill and no little knowledge of what is ^ely to be 
received with favour by English readers." — The Bookseller, ** A 
usdiil story. Any book that tries to save boys andyoimg men from 
copying the example of John Collins deserves to be encouraged, 
especially when it is so very readably written and printed as the present 
tale." — Irish Monthly. " The moral is excellent, the interest of the 
story well sustained." — Tablet, "A good, moral story." — Court 
Circular, 

The Two Friends; or, Marie's Self-denial. 'By 
Madame d' Arras (iV^^ Lechmere). is.;gilt, is.6d. 

" A little French tale, in the crisis of which the good Empress 
Eugenie plays a conspicuous part." — Weekly Register. 

My Golden Days. By M. F. S. i2mo., 2s. 6d., or 
in 3 vols. IS. each ; gilt, is. 6d. 

•* They are playfully descriptive of the little ways and experiences 
of young people, and are well suited for reading aloud in a family 
circle of juveniles." — The Month. "A series of short tales for 
children, by the delightful author of ' Fluffy ' and a score of other 
charming books for the young. " — Weekly Register, * ' Capital tales 
for children, nicely told, printed in large t^pe on good paper and 
neatly bound." — The Bookseller, "Feehngs run through them 
like a stream through flowers, and pretty morals peep out as die 
reader travels along." — Catholic Times, *' This is the latest of the 
long catalogue of bright and edifying books of short stories for 
which our young people have to thank M. F. S." — Irish Monthly. 

To Rome and Back. Fly-leaves from a Flying Tour. 
Edited by W. H. Anderdon, S.J. i2mo., 2s. 

"Graphic and vigorous sketches. As Father Anderdon says, 
truly they have their special interest, by reason of date no less than 
of place and scene. ' To Rome and Back ' refers to Rome and 
back at the time of the Papal Jubilee. It is as beautiful a celebra- 
tion of that memorable event as has anywhere appeared. If only 
for that purpose it ought to pass at once, by right, into very wide 
circulation.—- Weekly Repster, ' • We note in the Authoress a power 
of condensing a description in a bold and striking metaphor. There 
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is all a woman's quicl<;|;iess and keenness of perception, and a power 
of sympathy with the noble, the beautiful, and the true. The book 
unites the three characteristics not always combined in the records 
of travellers— justness of view, interest, and attractiveness of style." 
—The Months "One of the most pleasant little books we have 
read for a long time, and is one which has peculiar attractions for 
Catholic readers." — Waterford News. "A charming book. . . . 
Besides pleasant description, there is evidence of mudi thought in 
parts of the book. The record of visits to shrines is also given in a 
simple manner that makes their interest vivid." — Dublin Review, 

Stories of the Saints. By M. F. S. Third series, 
1 2mo., 3s. 6d. (istSeries,3S.6d. ; 2ndSeries,3s6d). 

••TJhis very excellent series of Lives of the Saints, adapted for 
the young, contains many stories of especial interest." — Weekly 
Register, 

From Sunrise to Sunset, A Catholic Tale. By L, B. 
i2mo., 3s. 6d. 

"A story for young readers, with a distinctly religious tendency, 
well written and interesting." — The Bookseller, "A pleasing tale, 
of which some of the incidents take place in the Grisons of Switzer- 
land. There is a good power of description of scenery, in very clear 
grammatical language. In fact, the purity of style of L. B. is quite 
an example to the average novel writer.' — Public Opinion. "A 
lively, chatty, pleasant little novel, which can do no harm to any 
one, and may afford amusement to many young persons." — Tablet, 

Andersen's Sketches of Life in Iceland. Translated 
by Myfanwy Fenton. ^i2mo., 2s. 6d. 

" In the one case they are simply pretty tales ; in the other 
curious illustrations of the survival to our own time of thought and 
manners familiar to every reader of the Sagas." — Graphic. "Ever 
welcome additions to the literary flora of a primitive and little- 
known country, such as Iceland must still be deemed. The Princess 
of Wales has been pleased to accept this unpretentious little story- 
book, written in the high latitudes where legends flourish abun- 
dantly." — Public Opinion, *• Told with simple eloquence. A happy 
mean of refreshing simplicity which every reader must enjoy." — 
Catholic Times. "The style is fresh and simple, and the little 
volume is altogether very attractive." — Weekly Register. 

Rest, on the Cross. By E. L. Hervey, Author 
of " The Feasts of Camelot," " My Godmother's 
Tales from Many Lands," &c., &c. T2mo., 3s. 6d. 

" This is a heart-thrilling story of many trials and much anguish 
endured by the heroine, whose course of true love was not destined 
to 'run smooth.' Rest comes to her, however, where alone it can 
come to all. The little tale is powerfully and vividly told."— ^ 
Weekly Register. " Mrs. Hervey has shown a rare talent in the 
relation of moral tales calculated to fascinate and impress younger 
readers." — Somerset County Gaxette. "An interesting and well- 
written religious story for young people." — The Bookseller. "An 
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emotional and gushing little novelette."— C4«n:A Times, *• It is 
impossible for us to know how far the events and situations are real, 
and how far imaginary ; but if real, they are well related, and if 
imaginary, they are we'll conceived." — Tablet, " It is written in the 
gentlest spirit of charity," — Athenceum, 

The Feasts of Camelot, with the Tales that were told 
there. By Eleanora Louisa Hervey. 3s. 6d. ; or 
separately, Christmas, is. ; Whitsuntide, is. 

" This is really a very charming collection of tales, told as is evi- 
dent from the title, by the Knights of the Round Table, at the Court 
of King Arthur. It is good for children and for grown up people 
too, to read these stories of knightly courtesy and adventure and of 
pure and healthy romance, and they have never been written in a 
more attractive style than by Mrs. Hervey in this little volume." — 
Tablet. •' This is a very charming story book." — Weekly Register, 
"Mrs. Hervey brings the great legendary hero within the reach of 
children, but the stories are quite sufficiently well told to deserve the 
perusal of more critical readers." — The Month, "These tales are 
well constnicted, and not one of them is destitute of interest." — 
Catholic Times, " In the tales told at the Christmas Feasts the 
associations of the season are allowed full play, and the reader 
revels in fascinating recitals of the Christmas doings of the mighty 
men of old." — Somerset County Gazette. "King Arthur and the 
stories told at his court have a charm that is felt by young and old. 
The idea of gathering them in a book for young readers was excel- 
lent." — Athenceum. " Full of chivalry and knightly deeds, not 
unmixed with touches of quaint humour." — Court Journal, ** The 
substrincp and spirit <)f Arthurian romance." — Examiner, "A 
graceful and pleasing collection of stories "—Daily News. " Quaint 
and graceful little stories." — Notes and Queries, "To those who 
wish to go back to the prehistoric days and indulge themselves in 
the old dream-land of romance, this is just the book." — Guardian, 
"There is a high purpose in this charming book, one which is 
steadily pursued — it is the setting forth of the true meaning of chi- 
valry." — Morning Post, 

My Godmother's Stories from many Lands. By Elea- 
nora Louisa Hervey. Fcap. 8vo., 3s. 6d. 

"Very well and, above all, very briefly told. The stories are 
short and varied. The Godmother's Anecdotes are very good 
sXone&." —Saturday Review, "A great number of short Stories 
and Anecdotes of a good moral tone." — Tablet, "A delightful 
fairy Godmother is this, who promises to rival the famous Princess 
Scheherezade as a story-teller." — Weekly Register. "Suitable for 
boys and girls of ten or twelve years, and is capable of teachin^f 
them not a few wholesome truths in an agreeable but really im- 
pressive manner."— Illustrated London News. "The sotries are 
instructive and interesting." — Than et Advertiser, "It is pleasant 
exceedingly to come across a sound, healthy, and moral and in 
structive story-book like the one now before us." — Somerset County 
Gazette, " Many of the stories are such as belong to the commoa 

R. Washboume^ 18 Paternoster Row ^ London. 



JR, Washboumis CcUalogue. 



stock of the world, and ought to be made known to the young gene- 
ration/' — Guardian. *' A charming collection of tales, illustrating 
some great truths." — Church Times, *' With a few exceptions each 
story has 'some heart of meaning in it/ and tends to kindle in the 
mind all that is good and noble," — Windsor Gazette. " A collec- 
tion of short stories, anecdotes, and apologues on various topics,' 
delightfully told."- — Athenceum. 

A Daughter of Su Dominic. By Grace Ramsay 
(Kathleen 0*Meara). is. ; stronger bound, 
IS. 6d.; cloth extra, 2S. 

"A beautiful little work. The narrative is highly interesting.*' — 
Dublin Review. "It is full of courage and laith and Catholic 
heroism. ' ' — Universe. ' * A beautiful picture of the wonders effected 
by ubiquitous charity, and still more by fervent prayer." — Tablet. 

Cassilda ; or, the Moorish Princess of Toledo. 2S. 6d, 
Bertha ; or, the Consequences of a Fault. 2s. 6d. 
Captain Rougemont; the Miraculous Conversion. 

2S. 6d. 
The Little Hunchback, ^y the Countess de S^gur. 

With 8 full-page Illustrations. 3s. 
Bessy; or the Fatal Consequence of Telling LieSr 

IS. j stronger bound, is. 6d. ; gilt, 2s. 

' ' This is a very good tale to put into the hands of young ser- 
vants."— 7 a3/^/. "The moral teaching is of course thoroughly 
Catholic, and conveyed in a form extremely interesting." — Weekly 
Register. 

Stories for my Children. — The Angels and the Sacra- 
ments. Square i6mo. is. 
Canon Schmidts Tales. New translation, with Original 
Illustrations, 3s. 6d. Separately : i. Canary Bird ; 
2. Dove j 3. Inundation ; 4. Rose Tree; 5. Water 
Jug ; 6. Wooden Cross ; 6d. each, or is. gilt 
Tom's Crucifix, and other Tales. By M. F. S. 3s.; or 
separately, is. each, or is. 6d. gilt. 
Tom's Crucifix, and * Pat's Rosary. 
Good for Evil, and Joe Ryan's Repentance. 
The Old Prayer Book, & Charlie Pearson's Medal. 
Catherine's Promise, and Norah's Temptation. 
Annie's First Prayer, and *Only a Picture. 
The Tales marked * are not in the 3s. volume. 

•* Simple stories for the use of teachers of Christian doctrine." 
— Universe. "This is a volume of short, plain, and simple 
stories, written with the view of illustrating the Catholic religion 
practically by putting Catholic practices in an interesting light 
before the mental eyes of children. The whole of the tales in the 
volume before us are exceedingly well written." — Register, 
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Fluffy. A Tale for Boys. By M. F. S., author of 
" Tom's Crucifix and other Tales." 3s. 6d. 

" A charming little story. The narrative is as wholesome through- 
out as a breath of fresh air, and as beautiful in the spirit of it as a 
beam of moonlight." — Weekly Register. "The tale is well told. 
We cannot help feeling an interest in (he fortunes of 'Fluffy." — Tablet. 

The Three Wishes. A Tale. By M. F. S. 2 s. 6d. 

'• A pretty neatly told story for girls. There is much quiet pathos 
in it and a warm Catholic spirit."— 7%^ Month. " We are glad to 
welcome this addition to the story-books for which the author is 
already favourably known." — United Irishman. "The tale is 
singularly interesting. The story of Gertrude with her gratified 
wish has about it all the interest of a romance, and will, no doubt, 
find especial favour." — Weekly Register. " Like everything which 
M. F. S. writes, the book is full of interest ; there are pictures of an 
old-fashioned English home, with romping children, so natural 
that we seem to know both it and them ; a little tale of sorrow with 
all the sadness of truth about it ; and the history of a life to which 
God seemed to have granted a religious vocation and yet denied the 
means of following it." — Tablet The chief heroine is a striking 
model of what a young woman ought to be, and may become, if 
animated by sincere desire." — Catholic Times. 

Catherine Hamilton. By M. F. S. 2s. 6d. ; gilt, 3s. 

• •• We have no doubt this will prove a very attractive book to the 
little folks, and would be glad to see it widely circulated." — Catholic 
World, "A short, simple, and well-told story, illustrative of the 
power of grace to correct bad temper in a wayward girl." — Weekly 
Register. ' 'We are very much pleased with this little book. " — Tablet. 

Catherine grown Older. Fcap. 8vo. 2s. 6d. ; gilt 3s. 

"Those who are familiar with the history of Catherine in her 
wayward childhood will welcome with no little satisfaction this 
sequel to her story from the hand of the same charming writer. 
There is a simplicity about the style and an earnest tenderness in 
the manner of the narrative which renders it singulairly impressive." 
— Weekly Re^ster. "Catherine's character will delight English 
children."— 7'/?*/*/. 

Simple Tales. Square i6mo. cloth antique, 2s. 6d. 

"Contains five pretty stories of a true Catholic tone, interspersed 
with some short pieces of poetry. . . Are very affecting, and told 
in such a way as to engage the attention of any child." — Register. 
" This is a little book which we can recommend with great confi- 
dence. The tales are simple, beautiful, and pathetic." — Catholic 
Opinion. '* It. belongs to a class of books of which the want is 
generally much felt by Catholic parents." — Dublin Review. " Beau- 
tifully written. ' Little Terence ' is a gem of a Tale." — Tablet. 

Terry OTlinn. By the Very Rev. Dr. Tandy. Fcap. 
8vo. IS.; stronger bound, is. 6d. ; gilt, 2s. 

"The writer possesses considerable literary power." — Register, 
"A most singular production."— £/«/z;^.v. "An unpretending 
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yet a very touching story." — Waterford News. *' Excellent indeed 
is the idea of em^xlying into a story the belief that there is ever 
beside us a guardian angel who reads the thoughts of our hearts 
and strives to turn us to good." — Catholic World. *' The idea is 
well sustained throughout." — Church Times, 

The Adventures of a Protestant in Search of a Reli- 
gion : being the Story of a late Student of 
Divinity at Bunyan Baptist College ; a Noncon- 
formist Minister, who seceded to the Catholic 
Church. By Iota. 3s. 6d. ; cheap edition, 2s. 

••Will well repay its perusal." — Universe. "This precious vol- 
ume." — Baptist. "No one will deny * Iota ' the merit of entire origi- 
'Ba\iX.y,"~!~Civilian. ** A valuable addition to every Catholic library." 
Tadlet. * ' There is much cleverness in it. ' '— Nonconformist. * * Ma- 
licious and wicked." — English Independent. "An admirable and 
amusing, yet truthful and genuinely sparkling work. The charac- 
ters are from life." — Catholic Opinion. 

The People's Martyr, a Legend of Canterbury. 4s. 
The Artist of Collingwood. By Baron Na Carriag. 2S» 
The Barrys of Beigh. By E. HalL 3s. 6d. 
The Village Lily. Fcap. 8vo. is.; gilt, is. 6d. 

" Charming little story." — Weekly Register. 

Forty Years of American Liife. By Dr. Nichols. 5s. 

Fairy Tales for Litde Children. By Madeleine Howley 

Meehan. 6d.; cloth, is. and is. 6d.; gilt, 2s. 

• " Full of imagination and dreams, and at the same time with ex- 
cellent point and practical aim, within the reach of the intelligence 
of infants." — Universe. "Pleasing, simple stories, combining in- 
struction with amusement." — Register. "In this little book there 
is the conservative propriety of virtue always conquering vice, of 
industry and merit triumphant, after the requisite probation and 
risk. So if mammas want a pretty little book to give to their ima- 
ginative young ones, this last gentle venture will suffice." — Tablet. 

Rosalie; or, the Memoirs of a French Child. Written by 
herself, is. ; stronger bound, is. 6d. ; gilt, 2s. ^;r 

" It is prettily told, and in a natural manner. 'Die account of 
Rosalie's illness and First Communion is very well related. We 
can recommend the book for ^e reading of children." — Tablet. 
" The tenth chapter is beautiful." — Universe. " The lessons incul- 
cated tend to improve the youthful mind. We cannot too strongly 
recommend the book." — Water/ord News. " This is one of those 
nicely written stories for children which we now and then come 
across." — Catholic World. ' 'Charmingly written. " — Church Herald. 

The Story of Marie and other Tales. Fcap. 8vo., 2s.; 
gilt, 3s.; or separately: — ^The Story of Marie, 2d.; 
Nelly Blane, and A Contrast, 2d.; A Conversion 
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and a Death-Bed, 2d.; Herbert Montagu, 2d. ; 
Jane Murphy, The Dying Gipsy, and The Name- 
less Grave, 2d. ; The Beggars, and True and False 
Riches, 2d.; Pat and his Friend, 2d. 

"A very nice Uttle collection of stories, thoroughly Catholic in their 
teaching.' ^^TableU "A series of short pretty stories, told with much 
simplicity." — Universe, "A number of short pretty stories, replete 
with religious teaching, told in simple language." — Weekly Regtster, 

Sir i^Elfric and other Tales. By the Rev. G. Bamp- 
field. i8mo. 6d. ; cloth, is. ; gilt, is. 6d. 

"Written in a good spirit and pleasing style." — Westminster 
GazetU, " Beautifully and touchingly written."— 7a^^/. "Written 
with much grace and vigour." — Church News. "We have no- 
hesitation in saying that children will enjoy these tales." — Church 
Times. 

Rupert Aubray. By the Rev. T. J. Potter. 3s. 
Percy Grange. By the same author. 3s. 
Farleyes of Farleye. By the same author. 2s. 6d. 
Sir Humphrey's Trial. By the same author. 2s. 6d. 
The Last of the Catholic O'Malleys. A Tale. By 

M. Taunton. iSmo. cloth, is. 6d. ; stronger 

bound, 2s. 

" A sad and stirring tale, simply written, and sure to secure for 
itself readers." — Tablet. " Deeply interesting. It is well adapted 
for parochial and school libraries." — Weekly Register. "A very 
pleasing tale." — The Month. " Simply and naturally told."— /^r«* 
man*s Journal. 

Eagle and Dove. From the French of Mademoiselle 
Z^naide Fleuriot. By Emily Bowles. Cr. 8vo., ss.; 
cheap edition, 2s. 6d. 

"We recommend our readers to penise this well-written story." — 
Register. " One of the very best stories we have ever dipped into." 
— Church Times. "Admirable in tone and purpose." — Church 
Herald. "A real gain. It possesses merits far above the pretty 
fictions got up by English writers." — Dublin Review. "There is 
an air of truth and sobriety about this little volume, nor is there any 
attempt at sensation." — Tablet, "The subject is forcibly and in- 
geniously put before the reader, and the original matter in it is apt 
and painfm." — Derhyshire Courier. " It is superior to the common- 
run of stories in artistic merit, its characters and scenes have a 
peculiar and romantic interest, and its religious and moral tone is 
up to the highest mark. " — Catholic World. 

Cistercian Legends of the 13 th Century. Translated 
from the Latin by the Rev. Henry Collins. 3s. 

" A casket of jewels. Most fascinating as legends and none the 

less profitable for example, consolation, and encouragement."— 

Weekly Register. • ' The legends are full of deep spiritual teaching,. 
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and they are almost all authenticated." — Tablet. ' ' Well translated 
and beautifully got up." — The Month. " Full of heavenly wisdom." 
— Catholic Opinion. * * The volume reminds us forcibly of Rodriguez's 
• Christian Perfection.'" — Dublin Heview. 

Cloister Legends; or, Convents and Monasteries in 
the Olden Time. Second Edition, Cr. 8vo. 4s. 

"Deeply interesting and edifying." — Weekly /Register. "A 
charming book of tales of the olden time." — Catholic Opinion. 
*• A charming volume." — Universe. "All more or less interesting 
and well told. "— Tablet. ' ' The stories are very well told. "—Monl'u 

Keighley Hall and other Tales. By Elizabeth King. 
6d. ; cloth, is. ; stronger bound, is. 6d.; gilt, 2s. 

"The religious teaching is very good, and stamps the work as 
being that of a loyal member of the one true Church." — Tablet. 
"The Tales are Catholic to the backbone." — Weekly Register. 
"Interesting and well -written stories." — Westminster Gazette. 
" Very interesting as stories." — Church News. " Full of devotion 
and piety." — Northern Press. 

Chats about the Rosary ; or, Aunt Margaret's Little 
Neighbours. Fcap. 8vo. 3s. 

^ There is scarcely any devotion so calculated as the Rosary to 
keep up a taste for piety in little children, and we must be grateful 
for any help in applying its lessons to the daily life of those who 
already love it in their unconscious tribute to its value and beauty." 
— Month. " We do not know of a better book for reading aloud to 
children, it will teach them to understand and to love the Rosary." — 
Tablet. Illustrative of each of the mysteries, and connecting each 
with*the practice of some particular virtue." — Catholic Opinion. 
"This pretty book carries out a very good idea, much wanted, to 
impress upon people who do not read much the vivid picture or 
story of each mystery of the Rosary." — Uublin Review, 

Margarethe Verflassen. Translated from the German 
by Mrs. Smith Sligo. is. 6d. and 3s.; gilt, 3s. 6d. 

" A portrait of a very holy and noble soul, whose life was passed 
inconstant practical acts of the love of God." — Weekly Register. 
" It is the picture of a true woman's life, well fitted up with th« 
practice of ascetic devotion and loving unwearied activity about all 
the works of mercy." — Tablet. "Those who may wish to know 
something about Convent life will find it faithfully pourtrayed iii 
every important particular in the volume before us. We cordially 
commend it to our readers." — Northern Star. 

A Romance of Repentance ; or, the Heroine of Vesu- 
vius. A remarkable sensation of the Seventeenth 
r^-ntury. By Rev. Dr. O'Reilly. 3s. 6d. 

Ned Rusheen. By Sister M. F. Clare. 5s. 

The Prussian Spy. A Novel. By V. Valmont 4s. 
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Stories of Martyr Priests. By M. F. S. 12 mo., 3s. 6d. 

" It contains the sad and yet glorious histories of more than 
thirty sufferers amongst ihe Roman Catholic Clergy." — Pilot. 
"The stories are briefly and simply narrated." — Church Times. 
*' The stories are written with the utmost simplicity, and with such 
an earnest air of reality about every page that the youthful reader 
may forget that he h^s a book in his hand, and can believe that he is 
'listening to a story.*" — Weekly Register. *' It has been the task 
of the writer, while adhering strictly to historical facts, to present 
the lives of these Christian heroes in a pleasing and attractive form, 
so that, while laying before the youthful mind deeds as thrilling as 
any to be found in the pages of romance, a chapter in her history is 
laid open which is at once the glory and the shame of England.*' — 
United Irishman. " Short memoirs well written and which cannot 
fail to attract not only ' the Catholic Boys of England,' to whom the 
book is dedicated, but also all the men and women of England to 
whom the Catholic faith is dear.'' — Tablet, "Sad stories of over 
thirty Priests who perished for conscience sake." — Catholic Times. 
" No lives of great mvn can depict so glorious a picture as these 
Stories of Martyred Priests, and we trust they will be read far and 
wide." — Dublin Review. 

The Story of the Life of St. Paul. By M. F. S., author 
of " Legends of the Saints," &c., &c. 2s. 6d. 

"A most attnictive theme for the prolific pen of the author of 
'Tom's Crucifix and other Tales.'"— M^^^i/y Register. "The 
author knew instinctively how to present the incidents most effec- 
tively, and has made the most of them." — Catholic Times. 

The Panegyrics of Fr. Segneri, S.J. Translated from 
the original Itah'an. With a preface by the Rev. 
Fr. W. Humphrey, S.J. Crown 8vo., 5s. 

Contents : — ^The Immaculate Conception — The Blessed Virgin — 
St. Joseph— St. John the Evangelist— St. John the Baptist — St 
Stephen — St. Ignatius of Loyola — St. Francis Xavier — St. Aloysius 
Gonzaga— St. Thomas of Aquin— St. Philip Neri— St. Antony of 
Padua— The Blessed Sacrament— The Holy Winding Sheet— The 
Angel Guardian. 

Albert the Great: his Life and Scholastic Labours.* 
From original Documents. By Professor Sighart. 
Translated by Rev. Fr. T. A. Dixon, O.P. With a 
Photographic Portrait 8vo., los. 6d.; cheap 
edition, 5s. 

" All this, and more, are recorded in the volume now before us, 
which goes to make up one of the most interesting religious bio- 
graphies recently issued frv>m the Catholic press." — Irish Monthly. 
" A translitiiun of Dr. Sighart's * Albertus Magnus' will be welcome 
in many quarters. The volume is admirably printed and beautifully 
got up, and the frontispiece is a valuable engraving of B. Albert's 
portrait after Fu-so]*:."— Dublin Revirto. "Albert the Great is not 
well known ... yet he is one of those pioneers of inductive philo- 
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sophy whom our modern men of science cannot without black in- 
mratitude forget. His memory should be dear not only to those 
who value the sanctity of life, but to those also who try» as he did, 
to wrest from nature the reason of her doings. " — The Month. ** The 
volume is a large one, as befits the subject, and it carries the reader 
through most of the scenes of Allsert's life with a graphic power 
which does honour to the literary skill of Fr. Dixon. . . . We 
certainly recommend this book as worthy a place in every library." 
— Catholic Times. •' The fullest record that has ever been penned 
of one of the grandest luminaries in the history of the Church." — 
Weekly Register. *' The book is extremely interesting, full of in- 
formation, and displays great powers of research and critical judg- 
ment. . . . The volume is eminently worth perusal." — Tablet. 

Life of St. Wenefred, Virgin Martyr and Abbess, 
Patroness of North Wales and Shrewsbury. By 
Rev. T. Meyrick, M.A. With Frontispiece, 2s. 

Lives of the Saints for every Day in the Year. Beauti- 
fully printed on thick toned paper, within borders 
from ancient sources. Cloth gilt, gilt edges, 4to. 21s. 

Lives of the First Religious of the Visitation of Holy 
Mary. By Mother Frances Magdalen de Chaugy. 
With two Photographs. 2 vols., cr. 8vo. los. 

Life of Mother Marie Jacqueline Favre, Mother 
Jeanne Charlotte de Brdchard, Mother Peronne 
Marie de Chitel, Mother Claude Agnes Joli de 
la Roche. 6s. 

Life of Sister Claude Simplicienne Fardel, Sister Marie 
Aim^e de Chantal, Sister Fran^oise Gabrielle 
Bally, Sister Mary Denise de Martignat, Sister 
Anne Jacqueline Coste, Sister Marie Peronne Per 
net. Sister Marie S^raphique de Chamflours. 6s. 

S. Vincent Ferrer, his Life, Spiritual Teaching, and 
practical Devotion. By Fr. Pradel. Translated 
by Rev. Fr. Dixon, O.P. With Photograph. 53. 

Butler's Lives of the Saints. 2 vols., 8vo., cloth, 28s. ; 
cloth gilt, 34s. ; or in 4 vols., 8vo., cloth, 32s. ; 
cloth gilt, 48s. ; leather gilt, 64s. 

Life of S. Bemardine of Siena. With a portrait, 5s. 

Life of S. Philip Benizi. With a portrait, 5s. 

Life of S. Veronica Giuliani, and Blessed Battista 
Varani. With a portrait, 5s. 

Life of S. John of God. With a portrait, 5s. 

- ■ 
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Life of B. Giovanni Colombini. By Feo Belcaxi. 
Translated from the editions of 1541 and 1832. 
With a Photograph. Cr. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

Life of S. Mary Frances of the Five Wounds. From the 
Italian. By Rev. D. Ferris. With a Portrait. 3s. 6d. 

Sketch of the Life and Letters of the Countess Adel- 
stan. By E. A. M., author of " Rosalie, or the 
Memoirs of a French Child," " Life of Paul 
Seigneret," &c. is. ; better bound, 2s. 6d. 

*' The great interest of the book, even above the story of the con- 
version of her husband, is the question of education. The essay 
on the bringing up of children and the comparative merits and de- 
merits of Convent and home education, is well worth the careful 
study both of parents and those entrusted with the task of instruc- 
tion." — The Month. " Her judgments are always wise." — Catholic 
Opinion, *' We can safely recommend this excellent little biogra- 
phical sketch. It offers no exciting interest, but it is calculated to 
-edify aU."—raW<r/. 

Life of Paul Seigneret, Seminarist of Saint-Sulpice. 
6d.; cloth, is. ; better bound, is. 6d.; gilt, 2s. 

" An affecting and well-told narrative. . . It will be a great fa- 
vourite, especially with otir pure-minded, high>spirited young people." 
—Universe. "We commend it to parents with sons under their 
care, and especially do we recommend it to those who are charged 
with the education and training of our Catholic youth." — Register. 

Life of P^re Ravignaa 

Inner Life of Pfere Lacordaire. 

Life of Sister Mary Cherubina Clare of S. Francis. With 

Preface by Lady Herbert, and Photograph, 3s. 6d. 
Life and Letters of Sir Thomas More. By A. M. 

Stewart. Illustrated, 8vo., los. 6d. ; gilt, iis 6d. 
Life of Gregory Lopez, the Hermit By Canon Doyle, 

O.S.B. With a Photograph. i2mo., 3s. 6d. 
St. Angela Merici. Her Life, her Virtues, and her 

Institute. i2mo., 4s. 6d. 
Life of St. Columba, &c. By M. F. Cusack. 8vo., 6s. 
Life and Prophecies of S. Columbkille. 3s. 6d. 
Recollections of Cardinal Wiseman, &c. By M. J. 

Arnold. 2s. 6d. 
Prince and Saviour. A Life of Christ for the Young. 

By Rosa Mulholland. 6d. Illustrated, 2s. 6d. 
Life of S. Paul of the Cross. 3s. 
Nano Nagle. By Rev. W. Hutch, D.D. 7s. 6d. 
Life of St. Boniface. By Mrs. Hope. 6s. 
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Life of Fr. Benvenuto Bambozzi, O.M.C. Sometime 

Master of Novices of the Minor Conventuals. 

Translated from the Italian of the Rev. Fr.. 

Nicholas Treggiari, O.M.C, D.D., of the same 

Institute. 
Life of St. Liguori, los. S. Philomena, 2s. 6d. 
Life of the Ven. Anna Maria TaigL From the French 

of Calixte, by A. V. Smith Sligo. 2s. 6d. ; 

better bound, 5s. 
Venerable Mary Christina of Savoy. 6d. 
Memoirs of a Guardian Angel. Fcap. 8vo. 4 s. 
Life of St. Patrick. i2mo. is.; 8vo., 6s., gilt, los. - 
Life of St. Bridget, and of other Saints of Ireland, is. 
The Life of Our Lord. With Introduction by Dr. 

Husenbeth. Illustrated. 5s. 
Life, Passion, Death, and Resurrection of Our Blessed 

Lord. Translated from Ribadeneira. is. 
Glory of St. Vincent de Paul. By Cardinal Manning, i s. 
Life of S. Edmund of Canterbury, is. and is. 6d. 
Life of St. Francis of Assisi. From St. Bonaventure. 

By Miss Lockhart. With Photograph, 3s. 6d. 
Patron Saints. By Eliza Allen Starr. Illustrated, los. 
Life of St. Augustine of Canterbury. 3s. 6d. ; St. 

German. 3s. 6d. ; Stephen Langton. 2s. 6d. 
Life of Cardinal Wiseman, is. ; cloth, is. 6d. 
Life of Count de Montalembert. By G. White. 6d. 
Life of Mgr. Weedall. By Dr. Husenbeth. is. 
Pius IX : his early Life to the Return from Gaeta. 

By Rev. T. B. Snow, O.S.B. 6d. 
Pius IX. From his Birth to his Death. By G. White. 6d. 
Life of Pope Pius IX. 6d. Cheap edition, id. 
Challoner's Memoirs of Missionary Priests. 8vo. 6s. 
Life of the Ever-Blessed Virgin. Proposed as a Model 

to Christian Women, is. 

BY SISTER MARY FRANCIS CLARE. 

Life of Father Mathew. 2s. 6d. 

Life of Mary 0*Hagan, Abbess, Poor Clares. 6s. 

Life of St. Joseph, is. Life of St. Patrick, is.; 8vo., 

6s. ; gilt, I OS. 
Life of St. Patrick, is. Illustrated by Doyle. 4to. 20s. 
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Our Blessed Lady of Lourdes : a Faithful Narrative oi 
the Apparitions of the Blessed Virgin. By F. C. 
Husenbeth, D.D. i8mo. 6d. ; cloth, is. ; with 
Novena, is. ; cloth, is. 6d. Novena, separatel}', 
4d. ; Litany, id., or 6s. per loo. Medal, id. 

A Month at Lourdes and its Neighbourhood in the 
Summer of 1877. ^y Hugh Caraher. Two- 
Illustrations, 2S. 

The History of the Blessed Virgin. By Orsini. Trans- 
lated by Dr. Husenbeth. Illustrated, 3s. 6d. 

Devotion to Our Lady in North America. By the 
Rev. Xavier Donald Macleod. Svo. 5s. 

"The work of an author than whom few more gifted writers have 
ever appeared among us. It is not merely a religious work, but it has- 
all the charms of an entertaining book of travels. We can hardly 
find words to express our high admiration of it." — Wukly He^sier. 

The Victories of Rome. By Rev. Fr. Beste. is. 

The History of the Italian Revolution. The Revolu 
tion of the Barricades. (1796 — 1849.) By the 
Chevalier O'Clery, M.P., K.S.G. Svo. 7s. 6d. ; 
cheap edition, 3s. 6d. 

*• The volume is ably written, and by a man who is acquainted 
with the' subject about which he writes." — Aihetunttn. "Mr. 
O'Clery will besatisfiK] with the honour of having accomplished a 
good work. . . . He has done his duty well enough, as any one 
who chooses to get the book for himself can see." — Fun. *' Well- 
written, and contains many passages that are marked by candour 
and amiability."— (7»<zn//V7». " Mr. O'Clery's graphic and trutlifut 
narrative. . . . Written in an easy flowing style, the volume is by 
no means heavy reading." — Ptloi. "It was a happy thought on 
the part of Mr. O'Clery to conceive the possibility of contributin<; 
something towards the removal of the existing ignorance ; and it 
was better still to have girded himself up to the task of giving exe- 
cution to his thought in the very able and satisfactory manner in 
which he has done his work."- The Month, "The author grasps 
the whole subject of the Revolution with a master mind .... Fronv 
the first page. to the last it is of absorbing interest." — Catholic? inies. 
" It is the only well digested summary in the English tongue of ai( 
the reliable records bearing on the events of which it treats."- - 
Nation. "The narrative virtually covers the whole of the Papacy, 
or, in other words, Christianity, since the date of the foundation, 
nineteen centuries ago." — lleekly /Register. "Written with the 
calmness of the historian, yet with something of the energy of faith, 
this book cannot fail to l>e most interesting to Catholics, while it 
shr>uld do good service among Protestants. The style is easy and 
enjoyable."— Tablet. ** In every line of the book we find a vigour 
and freshness of mind, combined with a maturity of judgment on. 
the great question at issue.'— Wexford feople. 
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Two Years in the Pontifical Zouaves. By Joseph 
Powel, Z.P. With 4 Engravings. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

" It affords us much pleasure, and deserves the notice of the Catho- 
lic public." — Tablet. *' Familiar names meet the eye on every page» 
and as few Catholic circles in either country have not had a friend or 
relative at one time or another serving in the Pontifical Zouaves, the 
history of the formation of the corps, of the gallant youths, their 
sufferings, and their troubles, will be valued as something more than 
a contribution to modern Roman history." — Freeman's JoumaL 

Rome and her Captors. Letters collected and edited 
by Count Henri dldeville, and translated by 
F. R. Wegg-Prosser. Cr. 8vo. 4s. 

"The letters describe the attempted capture of Rome by Gari- 
baldi ; and the tissue of events which brought about in 1870 the 
seizure of Rome by Victor Emanuel." — Dublin Revieu), " A series 
of letters graphically depicting the course of political events in Italy, 
and showing in its true light the dishonesty of the Piedmontcse 
government, the intrigues of Pnissia, and the ill-treatment to which 
the Pope has been subjected. We most cordially recommend the 
volume to our readers." — Church Herald, " One of the most op- 
portune contributions that could be made to popular literature." — 
Cork Examiner. " We have read the book carefully, and have 
found it full of interest, whether from its own intrinsic merits or 
from the ease of the translation we care not to enquire." — Catholic 
Opinion, "At the time of its publication it occasioned no little 
stir on account of its vivid portraiture of character, its keen obser- 
vation, and its sententious remarks." — Hereford Journal. "The 
translator of this wonderfully interesting volume has done a distinct 
good." — Weekly Register, 

Personal Recollections of Rome. By \V. J. Jacob, 
Esq., late of the Pontifical Zouaves. 8vo. is. 6d. 

"An interesting description of the Eternal City . . . The value of 
the Pamphlet is enhanced by a catena of authorities on the Tem- 
poral Power." — Tablet, "All will read it with pleasure, and many 
to their profit." — Weekly Register, " We cordially recommend an 
attentive perusal of Mr. Jacob's book." — Nation, 

A General History of the Catholic Church : firom the 
commencement of the Christian Era until the 
present time. By Abbe Darras. 4 vols., 48s. 

The First Apostles of Europe. The 2nd Edition of 
"The Conversion of the Teutonic Race." By 
Mrs. Hope. 2 vols, crown 8vo. los. 

" Mrs. Hope has quite grasped the general character of the 
Teutonic nations and their true position with regard to Rome and 
the world in general. . . It is a great thing to find a writer of a 
book of this class so clearly grasping and so boldly setting forth 
truths, which familiar as they are to scholars, are still utterly 
unknown — or worse than unknown, utterly misconceived — by most 
of the writers of our smaller literature." — Saturday Review, "A 
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brilliant and compact history of the Germans, Franks, and the 
various tribes of the former Jutes, Angles, and Saxons, who jointly 
formed the Anglo-Saxon, or, more correctly, English people. . . . 
Many of the episodes and notices of the Apostolic Missionaries, as 
well as the general story, are very happily and gracefully conveyed." 
—Northern Star. *• This is a real addition to our Catholic litera- 
ture." — Tablet, '* In the first place it is good in itself, possessing 
considerable literary merit ; then it fills up a blank, which has never 
yet been occupied, to the generality of readers, and lastly and 
beyond all, it forms one of the few Catholic books brought out 
in this country which are not translations or adaptations from 
across the Channel. It is a growth of individual intellectual labour, 
fed from original sources, and fused by the polish of a cultivated 
and discerning mind."— Dudtin /Review. " Mrs. Hope's historical 
works are always valuable."— Weekly Register. *• A very valuable 
work . . . Mrs. Hope has compiled an original history, which gives 
constant evidence of great erudition, and sound historical judgment." 
—-The Month. ^ "This is a most taking book: it is golid history 
and romance in one." — Catholic Opinion, "It is carefully, and in 
many parts beautifully written, and the account of the Irish monks is 
most instructive and interesting.." — Universe. 

Holy Places ; their Sanctity and Authenticity. By the 
Rev. Fr. Philpin. With Maps. Crown 8vo. 6s.; 
cheap edition, 2S. 6d. 

Fr. Philpin weighs the comparative value of extraordinary, ordi- 
nary, and natural evidence, and gives an admirable summary of the 
witness of the early centuries regarding the holy places of Jerusalem, 
with archaeological and architectural proofs. It is a complete trea- 
tise of the subject." — The Month, "The author treats his subject 
with a thorough system, aud a competent knowledge. It is a book 
of singular attractiveness and considerable merit." — Church Herald, 
** Dean Stanley and other sinners in controversy are treated with 
great gentleness. They are indeed thoroughly exposed and re- 
luted." — Register. *' Fr. Philpin has a particularly nervous and 
fresh style of handling his subject, with an occasional picturesque- 
ness of epithet or simile." — Tablet. 

Spalding's (Archbp.) Works. Miscellanea, 2 vols., 
2 IS.; Protestant Reformation, 2 vols., 21s.; 
Evidences of Catholicity, los. 6d. 

Men and Women of the English Reformation, from 
the days of Wolsey to the death of Cranmer. By 
S. H. Burke, M.A. 2 vols., i2mo., 13s. 
Vol. II. can be had separately, price 5s. 

The chief topics of importance in the second volume are : Arch- 
bishop Cranmer's opinions upon Confession ; The Religious Houses 
of Olden England ; Burnet as a Historian ; What were Lord Crom- 
well's Religious Sentiments? Effects of the Confiscation on the 
People ; The Church and the Holy Scriptures ; Death-bed Horrors 
of Henry VIII. ; Scenes upon the Scaffold — Lady Jane Grey's heroic 
Death ; The Rack and the Stake ; The Archbishop condemned to 

^ Burnt Alive— Awful Scene ; A General View of Cranmer's Life. 
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' ' A clever and well- written historical statement of facts concern- 
ing the chief actors of our so-called Reformation." — Month. " In- 
teresting and valuable. The author has hit on the true way of 
writing history attractively, by making it a series of biographies- 
connected together and mutually interdependent. His combination 
of the descriptions of contemporary, with the opinions and remarks 
of modern, writers, such as Sharon Turner, and Froude, who are 
generally cited only to be refuted, has imparted a tone of liveliness 
and freshness which is much needed by the subject matter of the 
book." — Tablet. "Contains a great amount of curious and useful 
information, gathered together with evident care, and, we think, 
with great fairness. The author is intent upon giving us facts. 
He has evidently examined the authorities on which the history of 
these times must depend with the most laudable diligence. He 
gives us much valuable information, and a good deal which, to 
ourselves at least, is new." — Dublin Kiview. " A clear picture of 
the villains and the villanies that were busy about the work of the 
Devil in the sixteenth century in this country. The author produces 
evidence that cannot be gainsaid," — Universe. " Full of interest, 
and seems to be very temperately written. " — Church Review. * ' The 
book supplies many hitherto unknown facts of the times of which 
it is to be a history." — Church Opinion. "A certain and most 
important era of British history has been fortunate in fmding in 
Mr. Burke all the qualifications requisite for the task he has under- 
taken. We may fairly assert that the facts in the book have been 
collected at a trouble and cost few but the author himself can ap- 
preciate. Moreover, they have been given to the public in a dress 
simple but effective with all the charm that word painting exercises 
on the imagination, in order to recall to existence the actors of 
bygone days. Indeed, Mr. Burke's pictures of the Men and Women 
of the Reformation are life-Uke, and, in a certain sense, we might 
call them tableaux vivants. The reader must certainly be colour- 
blind who cannot perceive the strict adherence to truth he exhibits 
in the colouring of his characters. He exposes to pubHc view the 
corrupt heart of Henry VIII., the irreligious motives of Anne 
Boleyn, the hypocrisy of Cranmer, the wit of Erasmus, the tem- 
porising policy of Gardner, the sacrilegious robbery of Cromwell, 
the weakness of Wolsey, the sublime faith of Fisher, the integrity of 
More, and the queenly dignity of Katherine of Aragon. In doing 
full justice to the heroic conduct of the Carthusians and the Obser- 
vant Fathers, he contrasts their noble character with that of the 
Reformers and their wives, and heightens the effect with touches of 
the sharpest irony. But nowhere is he more at home than when he 
seems to revel in exposing the blunders of Froude, whose partiality 
and whose inconsistency he estabhshes by the strongest proof taken 
from Fronde's own writings. All the while he treats his adversary 
in the fairest conceivable spirit, giving him a full hearing, so that 
the genuine worth of the verdict against his opponent is the more 
apparent. But if we admire any one thing more than another in 
this publication, it is the immense research visible on every page, 
and which is evidently the labour of years. From every quarter in- 
formation has been obtained, and nothing has been extenuated, nor 
aught set down in malice." — Weekly Observer and Northern Advo- 
€ate. " It is, in truth, the only dispassionate record of a much- 
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contested epoch we have ever read. It is a work of which writer 
and publisher may feel proud, and both, as far as these volumes go, 
have supplied a want to which Mr. Disraeli once referred — 'The 
History of England has yet to be written."* — Cosmopolitan. 
" Mr. Burke collects and arranges his facts, states them lucidly, 
and lays them before the public in just such a tone and temper as 
befit a judge who is summing up a trial and delivering a charge to 
the jury. A spirit of candour characterises the whole work."— 
Nation, 

BY ARTHUR AND T. W. M. MARSHALL. 

Comedy of Convocation in the English Church. 
Edited by Archdeacon Chasuble, D.D. 2s. 6d. 

The Oxford Undergraduate of Twenty Years Ago : 
his Religion, his Studies, his Antics. By a 
Bachelor of Arts. 2S. 6d. ; cloth, 3s. 6d. 

" The writing is full of brilliancy and point."— 7Vz^/^/. " It will 
deservedly attract attention, not only by the briskness and liveliness 
of its style, but also by the accuracy of the picture which it pro- 
bably g^ves of an individual experience." — Tke Month. 

The Infallibility of the Pope. A Lecture. 8vo. is. 

"A splendid lecture, by one who thoroughly understands his 
subject, ^nd in addition is possessed of a rare power of language in 
which to put before others what he himself knows so well." — Uni- 
verse. " There are few writers so well able to make things plain 
and intelligible as the author of * The Comedy of Convocation.' . . . 
The lecture is a model of argument and style." — Register. 

Reply to the Bishop of Ripon's Attack on the Catholic 
Church. 6d. 

The Harmony of Anglicanism. Report of a Con- 
ference on Church Defence. 2s. 6d. 

" ' Church Defence' is characterised by the same caustic irony» 
the same good-natured satire, the same logical acuteness which dis- 
tinguished its predecessor, the ' Comedy of Convocation.' . . A 
more scathing bit of irony we have seldom met with." — Tablet. 
" Clever, humorous, witty, learned, written by a keen but sarcastic 
observer of the Establishment, it is calculated to make defenders 
wince as much as it is to make all others smile." — Nonconformist. 

Marshalliana — ^The above 5 Vols, in one, cloth, los., 

for 6s. 

Dramas, Comedies, Farces, 

St. William of York. A Drama in Two Acts, for boys. 6d- 
Major John Andr^. An Historical Drama (Boys.) 2s. 
Hewould be a Lord. Comedy in Three Acts. (Boys.) 2s. 
St Louis in Chains. Drama in Five Acts, for boys. 2s. 
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Shandy Maguire. A Farce for boys in Two Acts. 2S. 
The Duchess Transformed. A Comedy in One Act, 

for girls. By W. H. A. 6d. 
The Reverse of the Medal. A Drama in Four Acts, 

for yoimg ladies. 6d. 
Emscliff Hall : or, Two Days Spent with a Great-Aunt 

A Drama in Three Acts, for young ladies. 6d. 
Filiola. A Drama in Four Acts, for young ladies. 6d. 
The Convert Martyr. By Dr. Husenbeth. 2S. 
Shakespeare. Expurgated edition. By Rosa Baughan. 

6s. Comedies, in a separate volume, 3s. 6d. 



Road to Heaven. A game for family parties, is. & 2s. 



For the convenience of purchasers thejollowing books are arranged 

according to price : 



6d. 



Fairy Tales for Little Children 
Schmid's, The Canary Bird 

The Dove 

The Inundation 

. The Rose Tree 

The Water Jug 

The Wooden Cross 

Sir -/Elfric, and other Tales 
Adolphus ; or, the Good Son 
Nicholas ; or, the Reward of a 

Good Action 
The Lost Children of Mount St 

Bernard 



Keighley Hall, and other Tales 
The Baker's Boy ; or, the 

Results of Industry 
A Broken Chain 
Life of Paul Seigneret 
Prince and Saviour 
Venerable Mary Christina of 

Savoy 
Count de Montalembert 
Pope Pius IX. By Snow 
Pope Pius IX. By White 
Pur Blessed Lady of Lourdes 
Various Dramas 



iB. 



The Two Friends 

Yellow Holly, and other Tales 

••Tableaux Vivants," and other 
Tales 

Wet Days, and other Tales 
. The Feasts of Camelot : Christ- 
mas 

The Feasts of Camelot : Whit- 
suntide 

The Bells of the Sanctuary 

Bessy; or, the Fatal Consequence 
of Telling Lies 

The Angels and the Sacraments 



Tom's Crucifix, and Pat's Rosary 
Good for Evil, and Joe Ryan's 

Repentance 
The Old Prayer Book, and 

Charlie Pearson's Medal 
Catherine's Promise, and Norah's 

Temptation 
Schmid's Canary Bird (gilt) 

— • — Dove (gilt) 

Inundation (gilt) 

Rose Tree (gilt) 

Water Jug (gilt) 

Wooden Cross (gilt) 
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1b. (continued). 



Annie's First Prayer, and Only a 

Picture 
Terry O'Flinn 
The Village Lily 
Fairy Tales for Little Children 
Rosalie ; or. The Memoirs of a 

French Child 
Sir iElfric and other Tales 
Keighley Hall, and other Tales 
Sir Thomas Maxwell and his 

Ward 
Revelations of Irdand 
Story of an Orange Lodge 
Dia^of a Confessor of the Faith 
Countess Adelstan 
Cardinal Wiseman : 



Paul Seigneret 

St. Patrick 

St Bridget and other Saints of 
Ireland 

Insula Sanctorum 

Life, Passion. Death, and Resur- 
rection of Our Lord 

Glory of St. Vincent de Paul 

St. Edmund of Canterbury 

Mgr. Weedall 

St. Joseph 

Our Lady of Lourdes 

The Ever Blessed Virgin 

The Victories of Rome 

The Infallibility of the Pope 



lB.6cL 



The Two Friends (gilt) 

Yellow Holly,andotherTales(gilt) 

"Tableaux Vivants," and other 

Tales (gilt) 
Wet Days and other Tales (gilt) 
A Daughter of S. Dominick 
The Fatal Consequence of Telling 

Lies 
Tom's Crucifix, and Pat's Rosary 

Good for Evil, and Joe Ryan's 

Repentance (gilt) 
The Old Prayer Book, and 

Charlie Pearson's Medal fgilt) 
Catherine's Promise, andNorah's 

Temptation (gilt) 
Annie's First Prayer, and Only a 

Picture (gilt) 



Terry O'Flinn 

The Village Lily (gilt) 

Fairy Tales for Little Children 

The Memoirs of a French Child 

Sir iElfric and other Tales (gilt) 

The Last of the Catholic 

O'Malleys 
Keighley Hall and other Tales 
Margarethe Verflassen 
The Journey of Sophia and 

Eulalieto the Palace of True 

Happiness 
The Kishoge Papers 
Paul Seigneret 
S. Edmund of Canterbury 
Cardinal Wiseman 
Our Blessed Lady of Lourdes 
Personal Recollections of Rome 



28. 



To Rome and Back 

A Daughter of St. Dominick (gilt) 

Bessy ; or, the Fatal Conse- 
quences of Telling Lies (gilt) 

Terry O'Flinn (gilt) 

The Adventures of a Protestant 
in Search of a Religion 

The Artist of Collingwood 

Fairy Tales for LitUe Chfldren 

« (pit) 

Rosalie ; or, the Memoirs of a 
French Child (gilt) 



The Story of Marie, and other 

Tales 
The Last of the Catholic 

O'Malleys 
Keighley Hall, and other Tales 

(gilt) 
Tales and Sketches 
Life of St. Wenefred 
Paul Seigneret (gilt) 
Insula Sanctorum 
A Month at Lourdes 
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28. 6d. 



The Monk of the Monastery of 
Yuste 

My Golden Days . 

Life in Iceland 

Cassilda : or, the Moorish Prin- 
cess of Toledo 

Bertha ; or the Consequences of 
a Fault 

Captain Rougemont; or, the 
Miraculous Conversion 

The Three Wishes 

Catherine Hamilton 

Catherine Grown Older 

Simple Tales 

Farleyes of Farleye 

Sir Humphrey's Trial 



Eagle and Dove 
Tales and Sketches 
Recollections of the Reign of 

Terror 
Story of the Life of St. Paul 
Countess Adelstan 
Recollections of Cardinal Wise* 

man 
Prince and Saviour 
Stephen Langton 
Venerable Anna Maria Taigi 
Father Matthew 
Holy Places 

Comedy of Convocation . 
Oxford Undergraduate 
Harmony of /^glicanism 



3s. 



Gathered Gems from Spanish 

Authors 
The Battle of Connemara 
Industry and Laziness 
Tom's Crucifix and other Tales 
Catherine Hamilton (gilt) 
Catherine Grown Older (gill) 
Rupert Aubray 



Story of Marie and other Tales 

Percy Grange 
Cistercian Legends 
Chats about the Rosary 
Margarethe VeriSassen 
Pearl among the Virtues 



38. 6d. 



From Sunrise to Sunset 

Rest, on the Cross 

The Feast of Camelot 

My Godmother's Tales from 

many Lands 
Canon Schmid's Tales 
Tim O'Halloran's Choice 
Tom's Crucifix, and other Tales 
Fluffy : a Tale for Boys 
The Adventures of a Protestant 

in Search of a Religion 
The Barrys of Beigh 
Margarethe Verflassen (gilt) 
The Heroine of Vesuvius 
Tales and Sketches (gilt| 
The Journey of Sophia and 

Eulalie to the Palace of True 

Happiness 
Life in the Cloister 
Stories of Martyr Priests 
Legends of the Saints 



Stories of the Saints, ist Series 
Stories of the Saints. 2nd Series 
Stories of the Saints. 3rd Series 
Stories of Holy Lives 
Blessed Giovanni Columbini 
Sister Mary Cherubina Clare of 

St. Francis 
Gregory Lopez, the Hermit 
St. Columbkille 
St. Augustine of Canterbury 
St German 
St. Francis of Assist 
The History of the Blessed Virgin 
The History of the Itahan 

Revolution 
Two Years in the Pontifical 

Zouaves 
The Oxford Undergraduate of 

Twenty Years Ago 
Shakespeare's Comedies 
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Cloister Legends 
The Prussian Spy 
The Truce of God 
The People's Martyr 
Conscience's Amulert, The 
The Fisherman's Daughter 
Count Hugo of Graenhove 



The Village Innkeeper 
Happiness of Being Rich 
Ludovic and Gertrude 
The Young Doctor 
Memoirs of a Guardian Angel 
Rome and her Captors 



6b. 



Eagle and Dove 

Limerick Veteran 

Festival Tales 

The Victims of the Mammertine 

The Chances of War : an Irish 

Tale 
Forty Years of American Life 
The First Christmas for our dear 

Litde Ones 
Panegyrics of Father Segneri 
Albertus Magnus 
St. Vincent Ferrer 



St. Bemardine of Siena 

St. Philip Benizi 

St Veronica Giuliani 

St. John of God 

Venerable Anna Maria Taigi 

Life of Our Lord 

Devotion to Our Lady in North 

America 
Cranmer's IJfe(Men and Women 

of the English Reformation. 

vol. 2.) 



68. 



Life of Mother Mary Jacqueline 

Favre, and others 
St Columba 
St Boniface 
St. Patrick 

Memoirs of Missionary Priests 
Holy Places 



Life of Sister Claude Siraplicienne 

Fardel, and others 
Marv O'Hagan, Abbess, Poor 

Clares 
Marshalliana 
Shakespeare. Expurgated edition 



XisceUaneoiui. 



St. Angela Merici, 4s. 6d. 

Pfere I^cordaire, 6s. 6d. 

The Italian Revolution, 7s. 6d. 

Nano Nagle, 7s. 6d. 

P^re Ravignan, 9s. 

The First Religious of the 

Visitation. 2 vols. , los. 
The First Apostles of Europe. 

2 vols., TOS. 
St. Patrick. los. 
Patron Saints. los. 



Albertus Magnus. los. 6d. 
Sir Thomas More. los. 6d. 
Men and Women of the 
Protestant Reformation, a vols. 

13s. 
Life of O'Connell. 2 vols., i8s. 
O'Connell's Speeches. 2 vols. , 18s. 
Lives of the Saints for every Day 

in the Year. 21s. 
Archbishop Spalding's Works. 

5 vols., 52s. 6d. 
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